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Not	Interested	(1)	 0%	 3%	 8%	
2	 0%	 6%	 0%	
3	 10%	 30%	 26%	
4	 38%	 29%	 32%	








Not	Interested	(1)	 5%	 24%	 14%	
2	 13%	 16%	 18%	
3	 23%	 35%	 40%	
4	 40%	 19%	 24%	
Very	Interested	(5)	 18%	 6%	 4%	
No	Answer	 3%	 0%	 0%	
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Participant	responses	–	section	2	
	
I	will	now	to	seek	to	give	the	data	above	some	context	by	consulting	the	
responses	provided	by	participants	during	the	final	qualitative	stage	of	this	
phase	of	study	and	will	attempt	to	highlight	some	potential	issues	with	
assessment	that	the	aforementioned	‘significant	minority’	of	participants	stated	
they	will	visit	less	often	in	response	to	a	wind	energy	development.	Although	
there	are	similarities	that	can	be	drawn	between	mixed	methodologies	and	the	
approach	currently	applied,	the	use	of	semi-structured	interviews	towards	the	
end	of	the	survey	sought	not	to	triangulate	the	data,	but	rather	to	problematise	it	
and	to	open	up	avenues	for	new	lines	of	questioning	in	future	stages	of	the	
project.	
	
During	this	section	participants	were	asked	four	questions:	
1.	What	makes	you	consider	a	landscape	to	be	aesthetically	pleasing?	What	
features	do	you	find	attractive?	How	does	this	effect	your	'use'	of	the	landscape	
as	a	visitor?	
	
2.	How	aware	are	you	of	current	climate	change	science	and	renewable	energy?	
Are	you	interested?	How	do	you	find	out	your	information?	Does	this	effect	your	
actions?		
	
3.	How	do	you	think	the	construction	of	a	wind	farm	project	such	as	the	one	in	
the	images	could	impact	the	experience	for	tourists?	Both	positive	and	negative	
impacts?	
	
4.	How	do	you	consider	your	overall	experience	in	Mid	Wales	as	a	destination?	
What	will	you	remember	from	your	visit	and	tell	others?	
	
The	aim	of	this	line	of	questioning	sought	to	introduce	a	discussion	into	the	
participant’s	perceptions	of	nature	and	the	environment,	their	perception	of	
climate	science,	their	perceived	impacts	of	wind	energy	and	how	they	consider	
these	ideas	to	fit	with	Mid	Wales	as	a	destination.		
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Results	
	
In	order	to	present	the	results	from	the	qualitative	section	of	Genre	1,	I	will	
highlight	a	number	of	key	themes	that	emerged	from	the	discussions	with	
participants.		
	
1.	Visual	impacts	and	natural	landscapes	
	
During	conversations	with	participants	it	became	clear	that	the	aesthetic	
qualities	of	the	landscape	was	highly	important,	and	the	significance	of	the	visual	
aspects	of	the	areas	was	often	commented	upon	when	discussing	the	‘natural’	
landscapes	of	Mid	Wales.	It	is	through	this	visual	engagement	that	the	natural	
landscape	is	enjoyed	by	visitors,	and	although	some	participants	visited	to	enjoy	
the	experience	of	cycling	or	walking	itself,	for	others	these	activities	were	
undertaken	in	order	for	them	to	get	a	better	view:	
	
Coming	into	the	landscape	was	like	‘coming	home’	–	restating	the	conception	
that	through	a	walk	in	nature,	one	is	able	to	return	briefly	to	a	way	of	life	more	
‘natural’	than	the	life	in	the	towns	or	cities.	For	participants	this	‘natural’	
landscape	offered	an	escape	from	their	daily	urban	lives,	but	for	some	the	
presence	of	wind	turbines	made	them	worry	that	this	escape	would	not	last	
forever:	
“What	do	I	like	to	see?	Green	and	kept	as	natural	as	possible.	I’ve	been	coming	
to	Wales	since	nine	for	my	family	holidays	–	we	used	to	love	going	along	the	
beach	looking	at	things	–	I	wasn’t	the	sitting	on	the	sands	looking	at	the	sea	
building	sand	castles,	I	would	look	for	flowers	and	shells	and	interesting	
things.	We	went	to	barmouth	and	I	used	to	like	the	hills	and	my	mother	wasn’t	
a	walker	but	we	did	eventually	get	up	on	the	hills	–	there	was	a	special	walk	
and	that	was	beautiful	and	you	could	look	from	the	top	of	the	hills	over	the	
estuary	–	and	it	is	one	of	the	most	beautiful	places	on	earth…	I	thought	this	is	
like	coming	home.”	Simon,	M,	62	
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There	was	clear	indication	that	the	presence	of	turbines	had	a	visual	impact	on	
some	visitors,	affecting	their	ability	to	see	the	landscape	that	they	wished	to	visit	
and	effecting	their	enjoyment.		
	
2.	Beyond	the	visual	
	
Despite	this	clear	impact	from	the	visual	presence	of	the	turbines,	a	large	
number	of	respondents	made	it	clear	from	their	explanations	that	their	
perceptions	of	the	turbines	were	more	complex	and	due	to	a	number	of	other	
factors	beyond	aesthetical	preference.	It	is	also	clear	that	the	quantitative	section	
of	Genre	1	was	ill	equipped	to	deal	with	issues	of	distrust	that	were	revealed	in	
through	the	qualitative	interview	section	-	raising	questions	of	the	reliability	of	
the	initial	quantitative	section	(and	of	other	studies	that	have	employed	a	similar	
approach).	Among	some	of	the	issues	that	emerged	in	this	section	of	the	study,	
ideas	of	distrust	were	mentioned	by	a	large	number	of	participants	directed	
towards	the	politics	and	science	behind	wind	developments	as	well	as	a	distrust	
in	me	as	a	researcher	and	the	current	study	itself.		This	concept	of	trust	has	been	
“I	think	they	look	really	intrusive”	Sarah,	F,33	
	
“I	like	walking	around	and	just	looking	at	the	scenery,	because	we	come	from	
an	urban	area.	Just	take	it	all	in	and	be	aware	and	its	amazing	–	I’m	afraid	
ultimately	of	a	beautiful	place	like	this	becoming	urbanised.	Wind	turbines,	
and	then	something	else.”	John,	M,	36	
	
“I	like	this	country,	I	don’t	like	parts	of	it	being	altered	and	changed,	but	I	
understand	for	the	greater	good	these	things	have	to	be	done.”	David,	M,	56	
“I	think	they’re	ugly,	they	spoil	a	lovely	view	–	I	just	hope	they’re	going	to	
work	–	we	saw	some	when	we	were	coming	over,	and	we	saw	three	and	
obviously	you	were	driving	and	all	this	beautiful	and	you	get	these	big	
monsters	and	one	wasn’t	even	working!”	Jane,	F,	35	
	
“I	think	seeing	wind	mills	on	tops	of	mountains	and	things	doesn’t	do	anything	
for	me	–	I’m	not	worried	about	so-called	noise	from	them	but	when	they	spoil	
the	view	–	I	like	seeing	the	mountains	as	they	should	be	and	having	trees	on	
them	sometimes	isn’t	a	good	thing	but	certainly	having	too	many	windmills	
wouldn’t	be	a	good	thing”	Sarah,	F,	33	
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well	researched	within	the	literature	and	has	been	argued	to	be	a	product	of	
competence	and	sincerity	(Craig	1990;	Fricker	1998),	notions	of	race	and	
sexuality	(Anderson,	1995;	Code,	1990)	and	social	hierarchies	(Shapin,	1994;	
Addelson,	1983).	Examples	of	how	this	distrust	manifested	are	shown	below.		
	
a.	Distrust	in	climate	science	
	
Here	participants	noted	a	distrust	in	the	science	of	climate	change.	This	is	an	
area	that	has	been	widely	researched	and	is	arguably	an	area	of	research	in	its	
own	right	(e.g.	Lorenzoni	et	al.,	2007;	Poortinga	and	Pidgeon,	2003;	Blake,	2001;	
Kollmuss	and	Agyeman,	2002).	Responses	demonstrated	a	misunderstanding	by	
those	spoken	to	of	some	of	the	fundamental	issues	of	climate	change,	as	well	as	
distrust	in	the	information	that	they	have	been	presented	on	the	issue.	In	the	
quote	below	Sandra	equates	the	general,	wide	spread	warming	effect	of	global	
warming	to	be	in	the	interests	of	the	UK.	Such	an	assumption	fails	to	consider	the	
wide	impacts	on	ecosystems	from	even	a	small	increase	in	temperature,	and	fails	
to	consider	the	impact	on	the	North	Atlantic	Deep	Water	that	may	result	in	lower	
temperatures	in	the	UK	in	the	event	of	a	warming	event.	When	asked,	the	
majority	noted	that	their	major	sources	of	information	on	climate	change	and	
wind	energy	was	newspapers	and	TV	documentaries.		
	
b.	Distrust	in	the	political	motive	behind	the	developments	
	
In	a	similar	way	to	the	point	noted	above,	participants	noted	a	distrust	in	the	
sources	through	which	they	receive	their	information	–	specifically	politicians	
and	other	experts.	Potentially	due	to	the	expenses	scandal	that	prominently	
“its	just	on	tv	isn’t	it,	one	minute	they’re	going	yeh	its	going	to	get	worse	and	
the	ice	caps	are	going	to	melt,	then	its	no	we’re	getting	ready	for	another	ice	
age.	Okay,	I	don’t	really	worry	about	it	too	much	it’s	in	gods	hands.”	Bill,	M,	
51	
	
“Its	all	conflicting	you	know,	it’s	climate	change	now	–	it’s	not	global	
warming	anymore.	You	know	what	I	mean?	You	know,	we	discuss	in	work	
and	people	say	‘global	warming?	You	know,	great	–	better	than	raining	in	
July!’.	Yeh	I’m	skeptical	I’ll	be	honest.”	Sandra,	F,	33	
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feature	within	the	media	at	the	time	of	interview,	participants	saw	climate	
change	as	an	opportunity	for	the	enterprising	to	exploit	for	their	own	benefit.		
	
c.	Distrust	in	the	effectiveness	of	the	turbines		
	
Here	participants	identified	a	lack	of	trust	in	the	wind	energy	technology	itself,	
expressing	doubt	in	the	technology’s	ability	to	contribute	towards	renewable	
energy	targets.	Often	participants	noted	that	there	was	a	need	for	the	turbines	to	
often	be	‘switched	off’	during	periods	of	high	activity,	something	that	appears	
contradictory	and	suggests	that	the	turbines	are	an	improper	solution.	This	
critique	often	appears	within	the	right-wing	media,	but	this	often	represents	
only	a	small	percentage	of	the	potential	yearly	output	of	a	development.		
	
	
	
“I	don’t	like	them	–	because	the	reason	is,	if	it’s	too	windy	they	have	to	switch	
them	off.	Ive	had	this	discussion	in	work	with	different	people	and	you	know	
porthcawl	in	south	wales,	they’re	talking	about	doing	250	just	off	the	coast	
and	we	were	saying	imagine	250,	350ft	high	and	imagine	all	of	that	–	how	are	
the	surfers	going	to	manage…	if	it	does	their	job	fine,	but	if	you	have	to	switch	
them	off	when	its	too	windy,	what’s	the	point?”	Tony,	M,	28	
	
“I	do	not	like	wind	farms	generally	wind	farms,	for	a	start	they	don’t	produce	
enough	electricity	for	the	detrimental	effect	there	isn’t	–	I	might	sway	towards	
them	if	it	produced	a	lot	more	electricity	than	it	does.	I	also	think	it’s	
detrimental	to	the	locals.”	Chloe,	F,	38	
“‘I’m	very	cynical	about	the	aspect	of	climate	change,	we’ve	done	a	lot	of	
reading…	we	clutter	all	our	most	beautiful	places	with	these	wind	turbines	
which	only	produce	15%	of	our	power…	I	think	the	production	of	windmills	is	
a	cynical	business	opportunity	and	the	fact	the	government	are	reducing	
grants	now	that	everyone	is	hooked	on	them	makes	it	less	possible	to	produce	
them.”	Harry,	M,	28	
	
“You	always	see	so	much	negative	publicity	on	the	tv…	you’re	never	sure	
who’s	behind	information	–	someone	seems	to	be	getting	rich	off	the	back	of	
it”	Tom,	M,	25	
	
“Multinationals	will	benefit	and	local	people	will	suffer”	Rhian,	F,	33	
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d.	Distrust	in	the	current	study	itself	and	my	impartiality	
	
	During	the	research	process,	a	number	of	participants	began	to	question	my	
impartiality	and	became	cautious	in	providing	me	with	responses	to	questions.	
When	I	asked	them	about	their	opinions	on	the	images,	they	were	suspicious	of	
my	intentions	–	either	seeing	my	questions	as	an	opportunity	for	developers	to	
find	evidence	to	support	their	proposals	or	as	an	opportunity	for	evidence	to	be	
collected	against	the	development.	Interestingly	the	same	questions	often	drew	
opposite	responses.	Two	opposing	examples	are	provided	below	during	the	
section	where	participants	are	shown	the	images	of	the	proposed	development:		
	
Within	each	of	these	cases	participants	noted	that	they	felt	wind	energy	
developments	would	detract	from	their	experience	as	a	visitor	–	however	when	
this	was	discussed	further	it	became	clear	that	this	response	was	more	
complicated	than	a	reaction	to	the	aesthetics	of	the	developments,	and	emerged	
from	an	emotional	response	to	something	that	they	saw	represented	in	the	
turbine.	It	was	also	interesting	to	observe	that	some	participants	provided	a	
negative	response	when	asked	about	turbines	to	avoid	going	‘on	record’	and	to	
During	the	question	where	participants	are	presented	a	before	and	after	image:	
“in	some	respect	you’re	forcing	me	to	answer…	I	think	that	the	comparison,	
you’re	indicating	I	think	that	that	is	going	to	be	detrimental	–	but	some	people	
like	windmills.	I	think	the	comparison	–	forget	that	–	and	ask	the	question	
about	it	[without	the	picture].	You’re	question	suggests	that	that	is	a	pretty	
scenic	site	and	that	[the	images]	says	no	it	isn’t.”				
	
the	participant	also	refers	to	the	line	of	questioning	pursued	as	taking	a	‘when	
did	you	stop	beating	your	wife’	approach,	suggesting	that	I	am	using	loaded	
questions.	
	
Again,	during	the	section	of	the	questionnaire	where	the	participants	are	shown	
the	images:	
“well	that	doesn’t	show	the	infrastructure	–	it	can’t	be	after	the	development	
because	the	road	network	that’s	required	to	take	these	monstrosities	in	are	
going	to	leave	permanent	scars	so	that’s	a	false	representation.		
	
I	inform	the	participant	that	these	are	images	provided	by	the	developers	
“Well	that’s	why	it’s	false.	That’s	a	lie!	Is	that	recording?	Well	that’s	a	lie!	The	
impact	visually	in	the	distant	landscape	of	turbines	anything	up	to	300	meter	
high	–	it’s	a	false	representation.”	Tom,	M,	55	
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provide	information	that	could	potentially	be	used	to	support	a	planning	
application	for	a	development.	Here	the	participant	noted	that	they	would	
exaggerate	the	negative	impact	on	their	behavior	in	order	to	avoid	providing	
evidence	that	may	support	something	that	they	objected	to	on	the	grounds	of	
principle.	Here	a	quantitative	approach	records	these	‘protest’	responses	
alongside	truly	negative	responses	to	the	developments	and	is	unable	to	
discriminate.		
	
e.	Issues	of	nationality	
	
An	additional	issue	that	emerged	was	a	product	of	national	identity	in	Wales	and	
the	perceptions	of	Wales	as	rural.	As	a	country	that	has	historically	failed	to	
benefit	from	industrial	development,	there	is	a	healthy	skepticism	from	the	
public	towards	proposed	developments.	A	local	historical	issue	that	continued	to	
emerge	in	discussions,	or	was	suggested	at	through	conversations	was	the	
flooding	of	the	Tryweryn	valley	(this	has	been	discussed	previously	on	page	18).	
Some	participants	saw	the	proposed	wind	energy	developments	as	an	extension	
of	this	industrialisation	of	Wales	and	Welsh	resources.			
	
3.	Reliability	of	data	
	
The	qualitative	section	allowed	for	greater	discussion	to	be	undertaken	with	
participants	on	the	reasoning	behind	their	answers.	Moving	from	part	2	to	part	3	
I	taught	19	years	and	I	used	to	take	the	children	out	a	lot	to	see	wind	farms	up	
against	them,	I	know	the	area	well	and	basically	its	another	example	of	taking	
something	out	of	Wales	–	you’ve	taken	lead	from	here,	silver	from	here,	trees	
are	going	from	here	–	it’s	the	same	thing	as	the	forestry	planted	trees	60	years	
ago	and	they	were	suppoed	to	bring	a	lot	of	employment	–	very	little	
employment,	all	the	trees	are	taken	to	Wiltshire,	so	I	think	Wales	can	take	
advantage	of	them,	but	not	through	multinational	companies.		
	
I	ask:	What’s	your	biggest	worry	then?	
That	they’ll	just	inundate	Mid	Wales	with	these	wind	farms	and	it	would	be	
like	an	industrialisation.	You’ve	got	to	ask	the	question,	how	many	wind	farms	
are	planned	for	the	South	East?	There’s	very	little	wind	farms	in	Sussex,	they	
tend	to	be	–	same	thing	as	nuclear	power.	Seth,	M,	62	
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of	the	survey,	where	the	discussion	of	wind	energy	moves	from	discussing	wind	
turbines	in	the	abstract	to	a	specific	and	potentially	real	development	in	Mid	
Wales,	some	participants	changed	their	responses	and	no	longer	considered	the	
wind	energy	developments	to	be	something	that	would	detract	from	their	
experience.		
	
One	respondent	called	the	wind	turbines	“dirty	big	white	things”,	intrusive	and	
out	of	place,	but	on	showing	her	the	image	she	noted:	
	
Other	participants	that	also	said	that	the	turbines	would	detract	from	their	
experience	said:	
	
When	interviewing	other	participants	this	disparity	between	what	was	
expressed	by	participants	and	an	accurate	representation	of	their	likely	behavior	
following	the	wind	energy	development	was	less	explicit.	However	further	
questions	of	reliability	can	be	raised.		
	
Some	participants	at	Nant	Yr	Arian	expressed	a	very	clear	opinion	that	should	a	
wind	energy	development	be	built	any	where	near	to	the	visitor	centre	(even	if	
there	was	only	one	turbine)	they	would	not	be	interested	in	visiting.	However,	
	“I	kind	of	expect	that	they	will	look	huge	and	ugly,	but	from	a	distance	they	
don’t	have	a	massive	impact.	Looking	at	that	on	the	horizon…		No	I	don’t	think	
it	would	[have	an	impact],	I	love	this	country,	don’t	like	the	idea	of	parts	of	it	
being	altered	and	changed	–	but	also	I	understand	for	the	great	good	these	
things	have	to	be	done.”	Kate,	W,	42	
“I	don’t	like	the	alteration	to	the	view,	but	it	wouldn’t	effect	my	intention	to	
visit	mid	wales.”	John,	M,	22	
	
“it	probably	has	no	change	on	my	behavior,	but	I	think	it’s	awful.”	Gavin,	M,	61	
	
“the	first	impression	is	it	that	they	do	detract	[before	we	look	at	the	picture]	
but	we’ll	get	more	of	them,	and	we’ll	see	more	of	them,	but	personally	I	think	
I’ll	start	to	ignore	them,	but	that	isn’t	to	say	that	I	think	they’re	necessarily	the	
way	to	go.”Adam,	M,	62	
	
“despite	the	turbines	I’d	still	come	–	I	don’t	have	to	look	that	way!”	Jane,	F,	28	
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these	statements	are	problematic	as	there	is	already	a	wind	energy	development	
close	to	the	visitor	centre	and	can	be	seen	when	entering	the	forestry	
commission	site	and	from	the	feeding	ground	of	the	Red	Kites.		When	I	asked	the	
participants	about	this,	they	noted	that	they	had	not	noticed	the	wind	energy	
development	or	were	not	aware	of	it.		
	
One	participant	was	highly	irate	throughout	the	interview,	and	began	shouting	‘I	
wouldn’t	be	interested	at	all’	when	we	first	began	to	discuss	wind	energy.	For	
him	wind	energy	was	offensive	and	when	visiting	Mid	Wales,	he	sought	out	what	
he	referred	to	as	secluded	natural	spots.	Interestingly,	this	participant	was	also	
highly	aware	of	climate	science	and	was	supportive	of	other	renewable	energy	
technologies,	but	had	a	suspicion	on	the	true	intention	of	wind	farm	developers.	I	
asked	him	how	he	felt	on	seeing	the	wind	turbines	when	he	arrived	at	the	visitor	
centre,	and	asked	how	he	was	able	to	deal	with	this	confrontation,	having	
expressed	such	strong	feelings	against	the	technology.	He	went	silent	and	
responded	that	he	‘didn’t	know’	and	confessed	that	he	hadn’t	noticed	the	wind	
turbines	when	he	had	been	walking	around	the	site.	He	then	started	to	consider	
the	impact	that	the	wind	turbines	may	have	on	his	visiting	behavior	stating:	“well	
it	wouldn’t	affect	my	spending	at	all.	I’d	still	come	here	for	a	cup	of	coffee.	And	
we’re	brainwashed	into	thinking	this	is	a	fundamental	need	for	the	country.	Id	
still	come	for	a	coffee	and	come	and	see	a	red	kite.”	So	here	despite	initially	
recording	a	negative	impact	from	the	turbines,	and	despite	the	participant	
expressing	during	the	study	that	the	development	would	result	in	him	visiting	
the	area	less	often	–	during	the	interview	stage	the	participant	appears	to	
contradict	this.	
	
Concluding	remarks	for	this	section	
	
Within	this	first	genre	of	enquiry	I	first	wish	to	suggest	that	a	number	of	
limitations	exist	within	a	survey	led	approach.	Not	only	are	some	of	the	ideas	
discussed	by	participants	during	this	less	structured	interview	section	excluded	
from	conventional	survey	work	–	but	additionally,	exploring	these	issues	of	
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distrust	has	revealed	new	questions	of	the	accuracy	of	the	survey	approach	in	
determining	the	impact	on	visitor	behavior.		
	
Like	previous	studies	have	noted,	the	results	confirm	the	importance	of	the	
landscape	of	Mid	Wales	in	the	visitor	experience,	and	suggest	that	a	minority	of	
visitors	consider	the	wind	energy	developments	to	detract	from	their	experience	
as	a	visitor.	However,	for	some	visitors	when	the	wind	energy	development	that	
was	discussed	was	given	context	and	visitors	were	shown	planned	information	
on	the	development,	they	considered	that	the	turbines	would	have	a	lesser	
impact	on	their	visiting	behavior	due	to	the	proximity	of	the	proposed	
development.	For	others	the	very	existence	of	the	wind	energy	development	was	
problematic,	and	their	rejection	of	wind	energy	developments	emerged	as	one	of	
personal	principle.	It	was	found	during	discussions	that	although	participants	
would	comment	on	the	visual	features	of	the	wind	turbine	(‘they’re	big	and	ugly’)	
on	further	analysis	it	appears	that	a	number	of	interconnected	feelings	and	
responses	to	seeing	the	development	influence	their	perceptions.	Participants	
often	expressed	a	clear	distrust	in	the	science	behind	the	developments	and	
noted	that	this	lead	to	the	formation	of	their	opinions	on	the	technology;	whilst	
others	expressed	a	distrust	in	the	motives	of	the	developers	behind	the	project.	
These	findings	echo	previous	research	on	residents	which	too	has	rejected	the	
often	quoted	NIMBY	syndrome,	and	pointed	toward	the	contribution	of	the	
campaign	stance	of	a	community	group	(Van	der	Horst,	2007),	the	beliefs	held	by	
the	public	regarding	wind	farm	impacts	(Wolsink,	1996),	the	communication	and	
consultation	methods	employed	during	the	planning	process	(Gross,	2007),	and	
the	nature	of	the	planning	system	and	suspicion	of	the	developer’s	motives	
(Wolsink,	2000).	Supporting	Bell	et	al.	(2005),	I	too	wish	to	argue	that	a	clear	
distinction	is	required	between	public	opinions	of	wind	energy	and	opinions	of	
wind	farms,	however	the	current	study	demonstrates	that	it	is	difficult	to	make	
this	distinction.		
	
The	use	of	images	provided	by	the	developer	was	a	source	of	concern	by	some	
participants	and	it	is	worth	noting	that	inconsistencies	in	presentation	format	
(wireframe/photomontage)	may	impact	results.	It	is	also	possible	that	due	to	the	
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static	nature	of	the	image,	showing	the	blades	in	a	static	position	may	present	a	
less	visually	appealing	scene	than	an	image	in	motion.	Within	future	work	it	
would	be	interesting	to	explore	this,	and	potentially	provide	more	reliable	
results	if	self	rendered	moving	images	are	use,	however	this	was	not	possibly	
within	the	capacities	of	the	current	work.	
	
Participants	also	demonstrated	a	lack	of	trust	in	the	current	study	and	my	own	
motives	as	a	researcher,	with	some	suspecting	I	supported	the	development	and	
thus	worked	for	the	wind	energy	developers;	or	having	greeted	them	with	a	
Welsh	accent,	was	from	the	local	area	and	was	protesting	the	developments.	
Despite	being	transparent	on	the	aims	of	the	current	study,	overcoming	this	
distrust	was	difficult	and	it	was	clear	that	some	participants	met	me	with	
suspicion	and	caution,	or	if	they	had	a	stake	in	the	debate	surrounding	the	
development,	sought	to	influence	the	results	to	meet	their	agenda.	Here	I	was	
argued	with	and	accused	of	asking	leading	questions:	‘that’s	like	asking	'when	
did	you	stop	beating	your	wife'?’.		
	
In	closing	this	chapter,	I	wish	to	suggest	recommendations	that	emerge	from	this	
approach	and	a	line	of	question	to	be	explored	in	chapter	6	that	seek	to	move	
beyond	these	limitations.	It	is	clear	that	a	methodology	is	required	that	is	able	to	
address	the	distrust	expressed	by	participants	in	creating	their	perceptions	of	
renewable	energies	–	not	just	to	find	and	record	these	moments	of	distrust,	but	
also	to	attempt	to	engage	with	and	attempt	to	work	beyond	them	allowing	a	
more	accurate	result	to	be	obtained	on	the	true	impacts	from	these	
developments.	The	aesthetic	qualities	of	these	developments	are	also	highly	
important,	however	it	is	clear	for	some	participants	that	being	face-to-face	with	
the	development	stirred	strong	emotions,	suggesting	that	rather	than	being	two	
separate	responses	to	wind	energy	(one	of	aesthetic/visual	and	one	of	emotion)	
that	these	two	responses	are	directly	linked	–	seeking	to	move	beyond	distrust	
and	towards	a	consideration	of	aesthetics	is	thus	the	wrong	line	of	questioning.	
This	does	however	suggest	a	possibility	for	a	potential	within	an	encounter	with	
wind	energy	(for	example	within	a	wind	energy	tourist	attraction)	that	provokes	
and	offers	an	opportunity	for	visitors	to	reconsider	their	perceptions	towards	
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environmental	issues.	A	number	of	questions	thus	emerge,	that	fed	into	the	
development	of	Genre	3:	
	
- How	can	we	analyse	perceptions	of	wind	turbine	developments	rather	
than	of	wind	energy?	
- How	can	we	create	a	research	approach	that	engages	with	distrust	in	the	
current	study	to	produce	more	reliable	results?	
- How	we	produce	a	research	approach	that	attempts	to	engage	with	
participants	to	attempt	to	prevent	reproducing	feelings	of	distrust	in	
research,	science	and	technology?	
- Is	there	a	potential	to	explore	the	potential	in	coming	face	to	face	with	
these	wind	turbines,	as	visitors	(re)consider	their	perceptions	of	wind	
energy?	I.e.	can	wind	energy	tourism	function	as	a	strategy	to	address	the	
growing	threat	of	climate	change?	
- How	can	we	analyse	this	potential	and	what	would	it	look	like?	
	
The	following	chapter	will	now	attempt	to	work	with	and	address	some	of	these	
questions	through	a	discussion	of	the	results	obtained	within	Genre	3.		
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Chapter	5:	Results	-	Becomings	and	Intensities	
	
Introduction	
	
This	chapter	will	analyse	data	collected	during	interviews	with	visitors	to	Nant	
Yr	Arian	throughout	June,	July	and	August	2013.	Throughout	these	three	months,	
I	walked	the	path	marked	out	for	visitors	and	engaged	in	conversation	with	
walkers.	The	walker	was	then	asked	to	take	part	in	the	study,	and	we	moved	to	
sit	on	a	bench	that	overlooked	a	wind	turbine	to	begin	the	loosely	structured	
interview.	This	schedule	has	been	presented	on	page	145.	The	conversation	was	
allowed	to	move	into	unexpected	areas,	and	to	deviate	from	the	schedule	if	
prompted	by	the	participant.		
	
Interviews	were	then	transcribed	and	sorted	by	using	an	interpretive	coding	
strategy.	Here	I	sought	to	document	and	categorise	the	breadth	of	the	data	
collected,	whilst	retaining	the	voice	of	the	participants.	The	‘cabinet	of	
curiosities’	created	in	this	exercise	was	then	scrutinised,	and	concepts	revealed	
in	the	coding	process	were	compared	and	contrasted.	In	order	to	develop	
meaning	from	these	conversations,	a	process	of	representation	of	the	data	was	
undertaken	that	focuses	on	the	‘becomings	‘that	occur	during	the	recorded	
interaction.	This	is	identified	as	‘genre	3’	on	page	108,	as	the	third	point	within	
the	qualitative	continuum	to	be	explored.	Using	these	conversations,	this	Genre	
explores	the	creative	potential	within	the	experience	adapting	the	approach	
taken	by	Grit	(2012).	By	doing	this,	I	hope	to	explore	the	potential	to	reveal	new	
sensations,	ways	of	thinking	and	being	that	can	emerge	through	sightseeing,	in	
an	effort	to	reveal	opportunities	that	may	lead	to	new	ways	of	thinking	about	
ecological	issues	beyond	the	current	constraints	in	public	discourse.		
	
The	analysis	below	charts	the	responses	of	participants	onto	the	chart	provided	
in	Grit	(2012)	(Figure	6,	page	94,	and	reproduced	below	for	the	reader).	For	each	
of	the	quadrants,	examples	are	provided	on	how	these	sorts	of	becomings	
manifested	within	the	interactions	with	visitors.	The	use	of	this	framework	
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provides	a	tool	from	which	opportunities	for	difference	may	be	extracted.	This	
analysis	treats	the	comments	of	participants	as	a	text	to	be	explored,	noting	
examples	that	may	provide	suggestions	of	orientations	of	bodies	within	the	
Nant-yr-Arian	assemblage.	The	framework	provides	a	means	to	not	only	
document	the	more	usual	and	expected	becomings	–	but	also	the	more	
extraordinary,	and	the	potential	this	may	exhibit.	Indeed,	following	Deleuze,	this	
analysis	does	not	seek	to	find	out	what	something	‘is’	or	what	it	may	‘mean’,	but	
rather	attempts	to	explore	what	it	can	‘do’	(see	quote,	page	83).		
	
As	a	final	point	in	this	introduction	it	is	worth	noting	that	although	the	responses	
of	participants	below	are	charted	onto	the	two-dimensional	axis	provided	by	Grit	
(2012)	(Figure	6,	page	92	and	reproduced	below),	these	positions	are	not	
definitive.	Indeed,	to	consider	these	placements	as	static	positions	determined	
through	analysis,	suggests	I	have	an	agency	I	do	not	claim	to	posses.	Instead,	
these	positions	need	to	be	understood	as	‘snapshots’	of	a	dynamic	process	and	
allocated	within	the	current	analysis	to	allow	for	the	forms	of	movements	and	
their	affects	to	be	discussed	and	observed.	This	idea	is	discussed	in	concluding	
this	chapter	on	page	255.	
	
Figure	6,	Chart	of	potential	becomings	from	Grit	(2012)	
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This	chapter	will	now	chart	some	of	the	potential	movements	of	bodies	within	
the	Nant-Yr-Arian	assemblage	that	were	documented	during	June,	July	and	
August	2013.	For	each	of	the	quadrats	in	Figure	6,	a	number	of	ways	in	which	
this	form	of	becoming	was	exemplified	is	shown	with	quotes	and	discussion.	
	
Analysis	
	
1.	Becoming	a	tourist	
	
Quadrant	1	identifies	those	becomings	that	can	be	likened	to	the	‘ideal’	tourist	
experience.	These	are	defined	as	becomings	where	the	encounters	are	more	or	
less	dictated	by	the	space	within	which	they	occur,	and	although	the	tourist	is	
satisfied,	the	opportunities	for	creativity	(or	difference)	are	limited.	This	can	be	
likened	to	MacCannells	conception	of	Tourists	trapped	within	the	‘Tourist	Gaze’	
and	the	ego-mimetic	critique	of	tourism	of	comes	with	this.	This	is	the	encounter	
that	remains	dominated	by	the	visual.	Despite	these	becomings	withholding	the	
potential	for	creativity,	the	intensity	of	the	connections	between	bodies	is	high,	
and	the	experience	promotes	the	formation	of	new	assemblages	(see	page	84	for	
a	discussion	of	‘intensity’).	This	‘tourist’	becoming	was	exemplified	in	a	number	
of	ways	in	the	data,	both	in	responses	to	the	environmental	surroundings	of	the	
visit,	in	responses	to	the	wind	energy	developments	and	in	response	to	others	
that	were	visiting	the	site.	
	
a.	Becoming	a	retreater	
	
These	becomings	suggest	a	feeling	of	escape,	getting	away	from	normal,	
industrious	life	and	experiencing	tranquility	and	solitude.	Such	experiences	
evoke	those	discussed	by	Urry	(1990)	(discussed	on	page	65).	Indeed,	these	
becomings	are	representative	of	the	tourist	marketing	material	of	Mid	Wales	
(see	Figure	19	below	for	an	example),	where	the	‘natural’	beauty	is	emphasised	
and	a	space	is	created	where	the	individual	body	is	able	to	enter	into	a	more	
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basic	and	‘authentic’	relationship	with	the	surrounding	landscape	(and	it’s	
bodies).	
	
Figure	19,	Example	of	Mid	Wales	marketing	material	from	2014.		
	
	
It	is	worth	noting	the	critique	that	has	been	made	of	this	marketing	discourse,	
arguing	that	it	reproduces	the	subordination	of	Welsh	identity	to	surrounding	
“Yes	like	society	again.		Yeah	so	we’re	dipping	in	and	out,	and	we’re	such	a	
technology	fast	paced	society	now	that	we	like	going	back	to	the	old	times,	a	
bit	like	when	we	grew	up	and	you	did	jigsaws	and	you	communicated,	
whereas	now	we’re	guilty	of	it	too	we	rely	so	much	on	the	internet	even	just	
for	finding	directions	or	deciding	where	to	go	when	you	don’t	know	an	area,	
and	to	go	back	to	the	basics	and	to	bring	these	up	where	it’s	not	money	
orientated.		So	that’s	what	we	love	about	erm	this	part	of	the	country,	it’s	just	
so	unspoilt	not	that	we’re	anti-social	at	all	we	love	people	but	it’s	nice	to	dip-
out.	“	
Kath,	41,	F.	
“I	think	the	fact	that	you	know	you’ve	got	a	main	arterial	route	here,	you	can	
be	from	our	home	in	as	you	say	an	hour	and	a	half,	but	then	within	ten	
minutes	you	can	be	erm	somewhere	completely	different	i.e.	you	can	be	erm	
almost	erm	completely	cut	off	from	road	noise		…	many	other	people	it’s	a	nice	
day	to	day	there’s	other	people	about.	I’ve	been	here	when	there	are	very	few	
and	virtually	had	the	place	to	yourself.	So	that’s	[pause]	that’s	something	
which	you	enjoy	now	and	again,	not	always	but	it’s,	it's	nice	to	have	that.”	
Tim,	45,	M.	
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nations	(Pritchard	and	Morgan,	2001).	This	patriarchal	conception	of	Welsh	
identity	and	culture	was	a	point	mentioned	by	a	number	of	participants	in	the	
field,	for	example	Simon,	72,	noted:	“It's	[inaudible,	wind,	20:57]	as	if,	er,	Wales	is	
fifty	to	a	hundred	years	behind	where	England	is	and	believe	you	me,	it's	a	damn	
good	thing,	you	know?”	
	
	This	conception	of	retreat	appeared	closely	linked	to	a	perceived	lack	of	
commercialisation	in	the	space	that	was	retreated	to.	Through	this	retreat	the	
rural	countryside	is	reaffirmed	as	‘other’	and	meets	prior	expectations,	providing	
a	space	within	which	an	escape	from	the	day-to-day	is	possible.		
	
The	site	explored	during	the	study	this	is	particularly	interesting	when	the	
history	of	the	area	is	considered.	Indeed	much	of	the	land	explored	by	tourists	
and	considered	to	be	an	escape	from	busy	commercial	life	has	been	sculpted	
through	industry	and	commercial	development.	The	lake	from	which	Red	Kites	
are	fed	played	a	key	role	during	the	time	when	slate	mining	was	still	profitable,	
as	the	cold	water	from	the	lake	was	used	to	cool	the	heavy	machinery	used.	
Despite	this,	visitors	view	the	site	as	an	escape	from	their	everyday	lives	in	the	
city.	The	site	features	signposts	throughout	directing	visitors	to	the	most	
picturesque	views,	and	around	a	path	that	carves	its	way	through	the	landscape,	
around	the	hills	hiding	walkers	from	the	road	that	leads	visitors	to	the	site.		
	
b.	Becoming	an	environmentalist	
	
These	becomings	are	progressive	but	again	fall	in	line	with	the	structure	of	
stability	and	predictability.	Here	the	environmental	issues	do	not	allude	the	
“I	mean	to	come	here	its	nice	and	peaceful	so	if	it	wasn’t	as	it	is	now	and	more	
commercialised	I	think	it	would	be	not	quite	as	nice.		Yes	there’s	lots	of	places	
like	this	in	Wales,	like	Margam	and	all	the	rest	of	it,	you	can	go	walking	in	the	
hills	and	erm	it’s	not	spoilt.		So	it’s	nice	just	to	come	up	here	a	few	times	for	a	
walk	with	the	dogs,	there’s	a	few	people	up	here,	it’s	nice.		Yeah	its	nice,	I	
would	come	again	but	erm	you	see	if	it	was	too	commercialised	with	lots	of	
noise	and	kids	all	over	the	place	then	it’s	more	like	you	kind	of	want	to	get	
away	from	them.”	
Pete,	61,	M	
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becoming,	and	reveal	themselves	in	their	entirety.	The	problem	is	clear	and	
addressable	and	there	is	a	clear	way	forward	from	the	issues	that	are	raised.	In	
this	satisfaction	the	intensity	of	the	becoming	remains	high	and	is	able	to	
continue	forming	new	assemblages.	
	
Despite	environmental	issues	emerging	within	this	becoming,	the	structure	of	
the	interaction	remains	‘tourist’	as	the	issue	appears	subordinated	by	the	Gaze.	
That	is	not	to	suggest	that	such	interactions	are	not	valuable,	but	rather	they	fail	
to	reach	a	potential	that	is	explored	in	a	latter	part	of	the	current	chapter	(p.	
233),	and	environmental	issues	are	considered	in	a	‘habitual’	way.	This	is	seen,	
for	example,	through	the	reproduction	of	themes	or	arguments	seen	in	
newspapers	on	discussions	around	climate	change.	
	
Again	these	becomings	are	directed	by	the	site	through	signposts	and	message	
boards.	The	site	contains	a	wooden	eco-friendly	building	that	contains	a	café,	
toilets	and	a	small	shop.	Here,	visitors	can	pick	up	leaflets	on	how	the	café	
recycles	its	energy	and	how	the	local	ecosystem	is	used	to	its	full	effect	within	
the	site	to	support	the	café	and	the	facilities.	The	building	has	a	grass	roof	that	
collects	rainwater	that	is	used	to	flush	the	toilets.	Whilst	sitting	on	the	toilet,	
visitors	can	read	information	on	how	this	happens	via	a	sign	on	the	back	of	the	
toilet	doors.	This	idea	of	reusing	and	recycling	can	help	shape	perceptions	of	the	
wind	turbines,	which	although	further	away	still	enter	into	the	Nant-yr-Arian	
assemblage	due	to	their	sheer	size.	Signs	on	the	path	direct	the	visitor	to	look	out	
towards	the	horizon	and	gaze	at	the	scenery,	as	turbines	spin	in	the	distance,	the	
energy	of	the	wind	spins	around	the	blades	and	can	be	re-used	–	just	like	the	
water	in	the	toilet.		
“Well	as	I	say	unless	everybody	does	it	then	I	don’t	know,	as	I	was	saying	what	
the	UK	does	is	just	a	drop	in	the	ocean	from	where	I	sit	at	the	moment,	we’re	
penalising	ourselves	in	the	sort	of	economic	market	by	having	all	these	sort	of	
green	taxes	and	this	that	and	the	other,	and	erm	OK	most	of	the	EU	is	doing	
much	the	same	but	at	the	moment	I	think	it’s	only	California	in	America	that’s	
doing	anything	about	it,	and	certainly	Indian,	China	and	most	of	the	other	sort	
of	industrialised	Eastern	countries	ain’t	doing	a	thing.		So	I	don’t	know	why	
are	we	penalising	ourselves?		We	need	to	start	making	and	growing	our	own	
things.”	Kay,	22,	M	
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c.	Becoming	a	historian	
	
These	becomings	appear	as	awareness	and	a	consideration	for	history	that	
allows	tourists	to	both	understand	and	appreciate	the	landscape	upon	which	
they	place	their	gaze.	Such	becomings	can	be	likened	to	those	identified	by	
Edwards	&	Llurde	(1996),	and	Frantál	and	Kunc	(2011);	where	technical	objects	
have	been	presented	as	attractions	through	links	to	the	industrial	heritage	of	the	
region	(discussed	on	page	38).	
	
However,	it	is	interesting	that	through	these	becomings	the	façade	of	the	
‘natural’	environment	is	explored	by	the	participants.	Here	the	‘natural’	quality	
of	the	landscape	is	questioned	and	the	role	of	‘man’	[sic]	in	shaping	the	landscape	
that	surroundings	them	is	appreciated.	The	experience	however	remains	
enjoyable,	and	the	tourist	is	able	to	continue	on	their	walk	along	the	path	to	
continue	appreciating	the	countryside	that	surrounds	them.	In	a	similar	way	
above,	the	becoming-historian	assembledge	opened	the	possibility	for	the	
participant	to	draw	connections	between	the	historical	mining	past	of	the	area	
“…	the	part	of	the	nature	here	I	think	is	also	the	history….		You	know,	the	old	
miner's	path.		And	then	it	was,	you	know,	I	was	saddened	when	they	dug-up	
part	of	it	to,	er	-	I	don't	whether,	why,	but	they	widened	and	flattened	part	of	
it.	But	to	me,	you	-	you	know,	it	was	lovely	walking	along	that	part	knowing	
that	people	had,	er,	walked	along	there,	you	know,	to	work	and	from	work,	
you	know….	but	the	nature	is,	you	know,	it's	-	it's	obviously	it's	all	affected	by	
man,	I	mean	nature	here.		I	don't	suppose	there's	anything	here	apart	from	
grass	and	a	few	-	some	scrub	-	that,	that's	natural	-	naturally	here.		Everything	
else	is	influenced	by	man“		
Simon,	72,	M	
“Well	we	had	the	coal	and	then	the	wool,	or	the	coal	and	the	wool	so	the	mines	
and	the	mills.		So	yes	you	can’t	move	far	–	and	yet	even	in	the	beautiful	areas	
of	the	Yorkshire	Dales	the	lead	mines/tin	mines	or	whatever	they’ve	all	
impacted	on	the	environment	up	there	but	in	time	it	is	–	I	mean	on	the	other	
side	of	here	you	don’t	know	up	the	Rhayader	Valley	where	the	lead	mines	and	
the	gold	mines	and	that	you	can	still	see	the	impact	of	the	toxic	elements	on	
the	vegetation	there,		it’s	not	grown	over	and	erm	sort	of	become	hidden	and	
err	it’s	still	-	the	impact	to	man	is	still	very	visible,	but	here	not	so	much.		But	
this	is	a	modern	impact	you	know.	There	we	go.“		
Victoria,	61,	F	
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and	the	present	day	landscape	in	front	of	them.	This	becoming	is	still	very	much	
in	line	and	structured	by	the	space,	the	participant	Gazing	from	a	safe	distance	
and	although	enjoyable	there	is	little	movement	of	bodies	in	unexpected	
directions.		
	
In	contrast	to	this,	the	record	above	from	Claire	noted	an	instance	where	in	
becoming	attached	to	their	historical	qualities,	the	bodies	of	the	assemblage	
formed	connections	to	familiar	structures	previously	displaced	by	time	and	
space.	Despite	this	offering	the	potential	for	creativity	(for	example	an	imagined	
journey	into	the	past),	the	accounts	of	participants	reveal	instances	where	a	
potentially	confrontational	experience	nullifies	the	effect	of	this	movement,	and	
the	defined	role	of	the	space	is	maintained	as	the	tourists	go	on	with	their	
journey.	They’re	able	to	just	turn	their	head	and	enjoy	the	view	in	another	
direction.	
	
Nant-yr-Arian	does	not	contain	any	specific	items	that	may	shape	the	gaze	of	the	
tourist	to	create	this	link	to	the	past,	but	it	contains	plaques	on	which	short	
stories	are	written.	One	plaque	tells	the	story	of	Owain	Glyndwr,	the	last	native	
Welshman	to	possess	the	title	Prince	of	Wales.	Glyndwr	held	his	court	in	the	
nearby	town	of	Machynlleth,	where	he	set	out	plans	for	an	independent	Wales.	In	
the	late	19th	century,	the	14th	century	prince	was	revived	as	interest	in	Welsh	
nationalism	grew.	From	this,	Glyndwr	and	his	story	became	a	myth	associated	
with	Welsh	nationalism,	representing	the	triumph	and	pride	of	Wales	(he	was	
never	betrayed	by	his	side	despite	the	rewards,	and	never	surrendered).	His	
nearby	castle	was	captured	whilst	Glyndwr	was	away	fighting,	his	family	
imprisoned.	These	signposts	point	to	an	imagined	Wales	advertised	to	
international	markets.	The	USA	Visit	Wales	site	suggests	that	people	visit	as:	
“Wales	is	home	to	641	castles,	more	than	any	other	country	in	Europe.	You’re	
encouraged	to	visit	them:	climb	towers,	walk	ancient	walls	and	explore	
“It’s	not	that	I	don’t	want	to	look	at	it,	but	that	I	can	accommodate,	it’s	just	a	
modern	windmill.	And	we	didn’t	have	objections	to	windmills	littering	up	the	
hillsides.”		
Claire,	47,	F	
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dungeons.	This	is	the	land	of	magic,	myth	and	dragons.”	Despite	this	interesting	
journey	into	the	past,	the	becoming	remains	tamed	by	the	tourist	space	as	
tourists	gaze	onto	the	images	they	have	found	within	tourist	brochures,	now	
projected	in	front	of	them	onto	the	landscape.		
	
d.	Becoming	a	critic	
	
In	‘becoming	a	critic’,	the	landscape	becomes	something	that	can	be	judged,	
compared	and	graded	based	on	desires	and	expectations	and	desires.	Responses	
recorded	for	this	becoming	can	be	likened	to	that	of	an	online	review	like	one	
can	read	on	one	of	the	many	user-generated	review	websites	(e.g.	Trip	advisor).	
These	online	platforms	are	becoming	key	influencers	on	the	way	that	tourists	
imagine	destinations	and	make	decisions	on	where	they	will	visit	and	spend	
their	money	(e.g.	Miguéns,	Baggio,	&	Costa,	2008).	Participants	here	noted	their	
favorite	and	least	favorite	features	of	the	landscape	as	they	directed	their	Gaze,	
comparing	the	landscape	to	their	previous	experiences	and	what	they	have	seen	
on	television	and	during	advertising.	This	too	is	a	well-researched	area	of	
tourism	study	(e.g.	Kim,	et	al.,	2012;	Chiang	and	Yeh,	2011;	Kim	et	al.,	2006).		
	
This	is	a	clear	example	of	a	becoming	where	the	landscape	is	positioned	as	
something	there	for	the	visitor	to	enjoy,	subordinated	by	the	Gaze	and	desire	of	
the	tourist.	Landscape	becomes	something	that	is	there	for	the	visitor	to	use,	and	
the	notion	of	it	not	accommodating	the	desires	of	the	visitor	is	so	out	of	place	as	
to	be	amusing.		
The	one	criticism	I've	got	since	I've	been	here	is	that	there	are	no	stop-off	
points	on	the	roads	and	to	me	it's	ludicrous	because	you're	going	along	and	
you	see	a	fantastic	shot	-	and	you	can't	stop	on	the	road.	It	only	wants	a	little	
bit	of	a,	a	lay-by.		You	know?	And	somewhere	that	you	get	an	unobstructed	
view.	You	know,	there	are	little	lay-bys	but	there's	some	bushes	that	obscure	-		
but	everywhere	you	-	I've	been	in	the	world	before,	in	-	especially	in	Australia	
or	America,	you	get	view	points	and	if-	if	it's	on	a	steep	slope,	they	put	like	a	
little	gantry	up	and	so	you're	-	you	know	-		and	you	can	stay-	take	pictures	and	
stop	and	have	a	look,	you	know?		And	there's	nowhere	here	like	that	-	to	me,	it	
spoils	it.			
Alice,	38,	F	
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In	a	similar	way	in	this	example	we	also	see	the	notion	of	landscape	appearing	as	
if	objects	that	can	be	collected.	They	appear	in	the	above	comment	as	if	objects	
that	can	be	compared	for	their	peculiarities	and	defects.	The	Gaze	structures	how	
and	when	these	images	can	be	contrasted	–	with	features	(or	bodies)	that	do	not	
meet	a	predefined	standard	being	excluded	from	the	scene.	In	the	quote	above,	
Alice	makes	reference	to	the	‘unobstructed	view’	that	she	desires	to	not	only	
gaze	on	–	but	to	collect	that	gaze	with	her	camera.	Sometimes	she	sees	
opportunities	that	may	offer	such	a	view,	but	‘bushes	that	obscure’	prevent	her	
from	getting	that	postcard	shot.	This	is	further	discussed	in	the	following	
example	below:	
	
e.	Becoming	a	photographer	
	
	
The	becoming	of	the	photographer	can	be	considered	to	be	the	becoming	of	the	
tourist	par	excellence.	Here	the	Gaze	appears	as	embodied	as	the	viewfinder	of	
camera,	framing	the	landscape,	removing	that	which	is	not	desirable	and	turning	
the	environment	into	a	series	of	snapshots	that	can	be	recalled	at	home.	Yet	as		
	
Urry	and	Larsen	(2011)	state,	many	tourists	appear	disappointed	as	their	
photographs	fail	to	live	up	to	the	richer	memories	that	they	have	made	(in	part	
during	the	framing	of	these	photographs	themselves)	(p.	155).	For	Urry	and	
Larsen,	the	development	of	the	Tourist	Gaze	is	intrinsically	linked	with	the	
development	of	photography,	tracing	the	development	of	the	Gaze	as	
photography	has	moved	from	film,	to	digital	into	an	online	medium.			
	
	
“[I	photograph]	unusual	things.	things	we	dont	see	often.	on	the	walk,	we	
were	in	the	forest	and	we	were	on	a	train	and	there	was	-	there	must	have	
been	-	a	tree	that	had	been	uprooted	and	hanging	from	the	roots	had	grown	
over	a	sort	of	grassy	as	if	a	witch	had	made	a	cavern	there.	all	hanging	green	
fronds	so	i	took	a	few	pictures	of	that.	i	like	to	take	interesting	things….	I	dont	
just	go	for	beauty	but	if	i	find	it	a	bit	quirky	or	interesting.”		
Adam,	50,	M	
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As	photographer,	tourists	engaged	creatively	but	predictably	with	the	landscape,	
taking	photographs	of	things	that	appear	interesting	and	unusual.	The	becoming	
remains	of	a	high	intensity	as	through	the	camera	the	tourist	is	able	to	
rediscover	the	environment,	albeit	within	the	predictable	structure	of	a	tourist	
experience.	However,	the	potential	for	new	opportunities	are	hinted	at	as	
identified	by	the	participant	that	wishes	to	investigate	inside	the	turbine	
(described	above),	as	the	image	becomes	a	rhizomatic	platform	that	allows	new	
connections	and	creativity	to	emerge.	
	
	
	
Additionally,	the	camera	allows	for	parts	of	the	landscape	that	do	not	fit	into	the	
image	the	visitor	wishes	to	see	to	be	removed.	The	visitor	is	able	to	materailly	
create	their	memories	as	they	see	fit	through	the	photography	and	the	parts	of	
the	landscape	that	appear	obtrusive	or	unfitting	can	be	framed	out.		
	
What	kind	of	things	would	you	want	to	take	pictures	of?		What	kind	of	
things	would	aim	for?		
Just	whatever	catches	your	eye	really.	You	know,	it's	just	-	I	suppose,	slight	
landmarks	or	just,	like,	say	when	coming	through	there,	you	can	see	quite	a	
way	down	the	valley	so	just	the	view	really.		
Scott,	28,	M	
	
Would	you	take	pictures	of	wind	turbines,	do	you	think?		
I	went	to	take	a	picture	of	it	and	then	I	decided	not	to	and	I	don't	know	why	
really.		
Scott,	28,	M	
	
I'd	probably	take	the	-	if	I	was	near	and	I	could	see	inside	of	it,	I'd	take	a	
picture	of	the	inside	of	it	because	the	inside	intrigues	me	more	than	the	
outside	of	it..”		
Jess,	26,	F	
I	suppose	when	you	take	a	picture,	you	want	to	see	the	-	the	natural	beauty	
…and	unfortunately,	that's	not	natural.		
Scott,	28,	M	
	
Because	you	also	said	you	tried	to	mask	the	road	as	well,	so	you're	looking	for	
just	the	natural		-		just	the	sce-	you	know,	scenery.		Yeah.		
Jess,	26,	F	
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In	the	example	above,	Jess	notes	how	she	‘masks’	out	the	road	from	her	
photographs	to	just	show	the	natural	scenery	in	response	to	Scott’s	comment	
that	they	only	wish	to	capture	the	‘natural	beauty’.	In	Gavin’s	comment	above,	he	
acknowledges	that	the	camera	is	unable	to	capture	the	full	landscape.	The	image	
appears	flat	on	the	page	–	the	real	experience	of	being	at	the	site	is	not	able	to	be	
captured.	Instead	he	captures	small	reminders	–	close	up	photographs	of	tree	
bark,	small	details	to	remind	him	of	the	larger	picture.		
	
Through	this	framing	of	the	landscape,	the	potential	for	unexpected	creativity	is	
reduced	despite	new	doors	and	options	continue	to	open	up	as	the	camera	
encourages	exploration.	This	was	noted	above	on	page	209,	where	the	
requirements	for	an	unobstructed	view	–	a	pre-existing	preference	for	certain	
images	defines	and	limits	the	ways	in	which	the	camera	is	used	and	the	
photograph	if	produced.	Garrod	(1990)	in	reference	to	Urry	(1990)	refers	to	the	
Tourist	Gaze	expressed	through	photography	as	a	‘self-reinforcing	closed	circle	
of	representation’.	Here	images	collected	whilst	on	holiday	and	influenced	by	
images	observed	prior	to	visiting,	and	themselves	further	reinforce	the	
expectations	of	future	visits.	Modern	mass	media	(and	social	media)	has	the	
effect	of	solidifying	this	conformity	to	expectation.	In	order	to	be	deemed	
appropriate	these	images	need	to	be	representative	of	more	than	an	image	(the	
feeling	of	being	there,	the	excitement,	the	relaxation),	whilst	at	the	same	time	
idealised	representations	of	the	real	Place	allowing	visitors	to	validate	their	visit.	
This	can	lead	to	some	symbols	taking	on	as	much	significance	as	the	whole	
destination	itself,	functioning	as	a	stand-in	for	the	destination	and	everything	
that	the	destination	may	represent	(romance	in	Paris	is	not	guaranteed,	but	the	
Eiffel	tower	is	[Urry,	2002	p.	12]).	
[I	take	photographs	of]	either	sort-of	big	landscapes	or,	or	just	the	odd	sort-of	
detail	and	then	sort-of,	nice	-	nice	bit	of	pattern	tree	bark	or,	or	that	sort	of	
thing.		Just,	you	know,	sort-of	-	just	little	sort-of	little	details	that,	that	remind	
you	of	the	bigger	picture	because		-	sometimes	if	you	sort	of	take	a	big	
panorama,	it	just	gets	flat	on	the	page	and	whereas	if	you	sort-of	pick	out	the,	
the	little	details	then	you	think	ah	yes,	I	was	looking	at	this	when	I	was	
walking	past	that	and		-		it	sort-of	brings	it	to	life	a	bit.		
Gavin,	49,	M	
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As	Klingmann,	2007,	notes,	these	significant	pieces	of	architecture	are	more	than	
the	symbolic	representation	of	the	destination	–	they	are	an	‘enduring	public	
presence’	(p.	327)	and	thus	become	something	through	which	the	destination	
may	be	accessed.	Within	Copenhagen	an	example	is	provided	earlier	within	the	
thesis	where	wind	turbines	have	taken	on	this	role,	both	through	active	inclusion	
through	the	destination	image	–	but	also	in	their	enduring	presence	off	the	coast	
of	Denmark.	Here	the	turbines	are	more	than	visual	ambassadors	but	fit	within	a	
destination	eco-system,	both	in	terms	of	its	destination	image	and	environmental	
networks.		
	
	
	
At	Nant-Yr-Arian,	the	Gaze	is	not	purposefully	directed	towards	the	turbines.	
Unlike	the	signs	that	direct	the	Gaze	of	visitors	over	picturesque	unobstructed	
views,	there	are	no	signs	that	direct	the	visitor	to	consider	a	view	encompassing	
wind	turbines.	They	are	not	framed	by	the	signposts	and	instead	appear	on	the	
landscape	in	the	distance,	sometimes	hidden	by	the	trees.	It	is	through	this	the	
role	of	the	wind	turbine	as	the	x-thing	is	suggested	in	the	comment	above.	Here,	
despite	the	effort	of	the	photographer,	the	turbine	refuses	to	be	neutralised	and	
subordinated	into	the	Gaze	of	the	visitor	and	forces	itself	to	enter	the	image.	It	
stands	‘between	you	and	probably	the	very	thing	you’re	trying	to	photograph’	
And	you	said	they'd	have	a	bigger	impact	if	it	was	a	sunset.		What	did	you	
mean	by	that?		
I	suppose	they'd	be	silhouetted	-	and,	and	at	the	moment,	you	know,	the	-	the	
lighting	is	such	that	they,	you	know,	you	-	you've	sort-of	got	to	look	for	them	
but,	I	mean,	if	they	were	on	that	hillside	-		between	you	and	probably	the	very	
thing	you're	trying	to	photograph.	But	they	would	have	a	beauty	perhaps,	in	
themselves?	I	mean	they've	-	I	mean	in	certain	settings	they	might	add	
something	even.		
Scott,	28,	M	
	
Yeah,	you	nearly	said	that	before….		
There's	something	sort	of	–		
Jess,	26,	F	
	
Well	I	admit	yeah,	there's	almost	something	other-worldly	about	them	-		yes	
there	is,	yeah.			
Scott,	28,	M	
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and	leads	to	new	considerations.	A	gap	appears	in	the	closed	circle	of	
representation,	as	the	Gaze	questions	itself.	The	visitor	starts	to	reconsider	the	
role	of	the	turbine	and	the	qualities	they	may	add	to	the	landscape	and	the	image	
they	will	contribute	to	the	circle	of	representation.	There	is	something	
‘otherworldly’	about	them.	
	
f.	Becoming	a	traveller	(but	not	a	nomad)	
	
	
	
In	this	becoming	the	turbine	becomes	a	marker	on	the	landscape	and	the	visitor	
starts	to	consider	their	journey	and	place	in	space.	The	intensity	of	the	becoming	
remains	high	as	new	assemblages	are	integrated	and	formed	as	places	becoming	
detached	from	their	geographic	locations	and	the	turbines	become	a	compass	
pointing	the	direction	of	travel.	In	becoming	place-markers	the	wind	turbines	
offer	a	reassurance	and	help	to	consolidate	the	identity	of	traveller	for	the	
tourist.	The	wind	turbine	becomes	a	reassuring	signpost	that	they	are	on	their	
way	to	their	destination.	
	
	
I’ve	done	this	journey	to	and	from	the	University	over	the	last	twelve	months	
quite	a	bit,	you	kind	of	when	you’re	driving	on	your	own	you	break	your	
journey	down	into	bits,	so	I	go	from	here	to	what’s	the	first	point	Newtown,	
then	Welshpool,	then	Shrewsbury,	so	you	break	it	down.		So	I	know	when	I	
come	in	this	way	and	I	see	them	I	know	I	am	not	that	far	away	from	where	I	
need	to	be,	so	it’s	like	a	point	of	a	compass.		
	
Do	they	kind	of	catch	your	eye?				
Yeah,	I	know	where	I	am	when	I	see	them.	I	think	‘oh	I’ve	not	got	far	to	go	
thank	God!’		
Mary,	19,	F	
I	don't	think	oh	what	a	stunning	view,	shame	about	the	wind	farm	over	there.		
It	-	I	mean,	we've	-	we've	been	sort-of	picking	them	out	when	we've	been	
driving	around	because	I	think	at	one	point	we	could	see	three	different	wind	
farms	where	we	were	driving	yesterday	and	we	were	just	seeing	where	they	
were,	you	know,	in	the	same	way	as	that	we	were	-	we	were	finding	on	the	
map	where	the	high	points	where.			
Tim,	45,	M	
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A	similar	becoming	was	identified	for	one	other	participant.	Here	again	the	
turbines	represent	a	place	marker	but	rather	than	standing	out	from	the	
surrounding	landscape,	through	this	becoming	the	turbines	appear	incorporated	
into	the	land	that	is	explored.	They	become	like	a	part	of	the	map	that	is	gazed	at	
and	used	to	navigate	the	tourist	space,	identifying	the	different	points	of	interest.		
	
Here,	from	the	car	window	the	surrounding	landscape	becomes	a	sight	to	be	
gazed	upon.	Everything	is	available	to	be	consumed	by	the	Gaze	and	despite	
catching	the	eye	of	the	tourist	the	wind	turbine	becomes	automatically	
accommodated	by	the	holiday	assemblage.		In	doing	this,	any	potential	within	
this	encounter	is	nulled	as	the	tourist	Gaze	domesticates	the	turbine	body.	
Similar	sights	can	also	be	accommodated;	I	have	found	myself	often	driving	past	
the	cofiwch	dryweryn	monument,	twenty	minutes	South	from	Nant	Yr	Arian	by	
car.	The	monument	remembers	the	village	of	Capel	Celyn,	flooded	to	provide	
drinking	water	for	the	city	of	Liverpool	in	the	1960s.	On	my	last	drive	the	
monument	had	been	updated	to	also	remember	the	tragedy	at	Aberfan	where	
116	children	and	28	adults	died	after	a	spoil	tip	collapsed	on	the	village.	So	easily	
the	spectacle	of	the	monument,	written	by	hand	in	Welsh	on	a	bright	pink	
background,	can	become	just	another	signpost	on	the	way	to	Nant	Yr	Arian	or	
Aberystwyth.		
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g.	Becoming	a	pragmatist/becoming	resolved	
	
In	this	becoming	a	sense	of	contemplation	occurs	and	pragmatically	the	costs	
and	benefits	of	wind	energy	are	weighed	up.	Although	here	the	intensity	of	the	
becomings	are	high	in	their	ability	to	form	new	connections	and	assemblages	
and	to	promote	the	formation	of	further	assemblages,	the	creative	potential	is	
diminished	in	the	resolution	found	in	these	becomings.	The	pragmatism	that	was	
demonstrated	by	participants	emerged	often	as	the	reproduction	of	commonly	
appearing	comments	found	within	the	news	and	in	public	discussions	on	the	
technology.	This	is	best	explored	through	examples:		
	
g.1.	a	‘necessary	evil’	
	
This	term	was	a	commonly	spoken	phrase	and	one	commonly	felt	and	expressed	
by	the	participants	of	the	study.	Here	despite	the	wind	turbines	being	something	
that	is	undesirable	they	present	themselves	as	necessary	in	face	of	impending	
global	disaster.	The	lack	of	creativity	in	this	becoming	is	demonstrated	through	
this	phrase,	firstly	in	its	resolution,	it’s	satisfaction	and	understanding	of	the	
situation	that	leads	to	a	position	of	resolve;	a	solution	in	the	form	of	the	wind	
turbine	appears	as	necessary	and	fitting,	despite	it’s	‘evil’	qualities.	And	secondly,	
in	the	powerlessness	it	suggests	–	the	turbine	presents	itself	as	the	only	solution,	
despite	being	fully	appropriate	and	‘evil’	it	is	the	only	solution	available	to	
address	the	problem	and	thus	it	is	necessary	to	be	accepted	–	there	is	no	point	of	
challenge.	
	
	
	
The	very	idea	of	a	‘necessary	evil’	is	counter	productive	to	developing	a	
progressive	approach	to	energy	management.	The	idea	overlooks	assumptions	
made	on	the	requirement	for	a	certain	level	of	energy	production	and	also	fails	to	
challenge	the	suitability	of	the	technology	that	can	provide	this	energy	in	a	
‘clean’	form.	In	doing	so,	the	(currently)	cheapest	and	most	market	ready	
If	it’s	the	cost	of	saving	the	planet	I	don’t	mind.	
Sam,	24,	M	
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solution	appears	as	the	logical	option	despite	its	‘evil’	draw	backs.	Obviously	the	
wholesale	rejection	of	the	need	for	green	technology	would	not	be	favorable	
either,	but	a	trajectory	that	leads	to	considering	alternative	ideas	and	the	
benefits	that	these	may	offer	could	create	new	opportunities	not	previously	
accessible.	However	this	is	not	necessarily	the	case,	as	discussed	in	g.2:			
	
g.2.	vs.	the	alternatives	
	
The	alternatives	to	wind	energy	are	weighed	up	and	a	decision	is	made	based	on	
the	suitability	of	the	technology	compared	to	other	available	options.	In	the	
example	below,	the	participant	‘weighed	up’	the	impact	compared	to	a	coal	mine,	
and	wind	energy	offers	a	pragmatic	solution	in	the	face	of	growing	energy	
demand.		
	
In	this	example,	despite	the	potential	that	may	occur	following	a	critical	
appraisal	of	the	technology,	the	trajectory	is	limited	by	the	‘pragmatic’	nature	in	
which	the	options	are	appraised.	
	
	
	
False	binaries	are	considered,	and	the	space	within	which	the	trajectory	begins	
constrained	the	possible	directions	and	assemblages	that	could	be	formed.	
Indeed	here,	Rob	considered	the	possible	alternatives	to	be	coal	mining	or	a	
quarry.		Both	of	these	suggestions	have	historic	links	to	both	Nant	Yr	Arian	and	
Wales	as	a	whole.	It	is	not	possible	for	Rob	to	know	of	all	the	alternatives	that	
may	be	available	–	but	instead	of	this	assemblage	opening	up	a	trajectory	of	
“I	mean	even	if	you	were	coal	mining,	you	know,	you’d	have	an	open	cast	
mine,	or	you	know	a	quarry	so,	you	know,	you’re	going	to	get	it	from	
somewhere,	you’ve	got	to	get	the	resources	from	somewhere	and,	and	that	
to	me	is	you	know	user-friendly	really,	I	mean	you’re	taking	advantage	of	
you	know	[pause]	a	natural	way.		Opening	the	ground	for	the	coal	mine,	you	
know	that’s	the	–		
	
Digging	up	the	-			
Yeah,	yeah,	well	you’re	gunna	destroy	good	countryside	then	really,	so	you	
just	accept	them	really.“	
Rob,	66,	M	
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greater	research,	and	exploration	into	the	issue	–	the	potential	is	diminished	as	
rob	just	‘accept[s]	them	really’.		
	
g.3.	as	a	requirement	of	contemporary	living	
	
The	requirements	of	‘modern’	life	mean	that	compromises	have	to	be	made.		
Here	we	extend	the	frame	of	space	that	dictates	to	the	becoming	beyond	the	
tourist	experience	and	consider	it	within	wider	socio-political	terms.	The	space	
that	dictates	the	becoming	is	thus	not	the	literal	paths	or	the	signposts	that	lead	
the	tourist	to	gaze	at	preselected	objects,	but	rather	the	paths	and	signposts	of	
social	life,	the	desires	that	dominate	late	capitalist	ideology.		
	
	
	
As	in	the	examples	above,	a	trajectory	does	not	emerge	to	consider	how	some	of	
the	problems	faced	from	modern	life	can	be	addressed	in	any	other	way	beyond	
that	Gazed	upon	by	the	visitor.	Maybe	the	turbines	provide	an	easy	way	for	the	
guilt	felt	by	the	visitor	to	be	absolved?	They	provide	comfort	that	their	way	of	life	
will	not	change	as	the	solutions	are	presented	right	in	front	of	them.	Not	only	
does	this	not	begin	a	trajectory	where	other	forms	of	clean	energy	are	
considered	(as	in	the	above	example),	but	also	the	conditions	of	‘modern	life’	
that	require	this	compromise	(of	causing	obstructions	in	the	previously	
‘unblotted’	landscape)	are	not	questioned.	Rather	than	global	narratives	about	
reducing	carbon	dioxide	emissions,	the	impacts	of	the	turbines	are	weighed	
against	the	desire	to	run	a	washing	machine	–	even	here	the	turbines	come	out	
on	top.			
	
“So	I	think	if	you	lived	here	and	you’re	not	used	to	seeing	them	you	know	like	
that	unblotted	by	anything	and	they	start	sticking	them	up,	then	you	might	
start	having	objections.	But	then	when	you	look	at	the	reality	of	life	well	you	
want	your	washing	machine	and	your	you	know	electricity,	and	you	want	an	
erm	uninterrupted	supply	then	it’s	got	to	come	from	somewhere.		So	you	
weigh	it	up	how	you’re	going	to	get	it,	if	you	want	to	join	the	modern	living	
but	still	live	here.”		
Kay,	22,	M	
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Summary	
	
Within	this	section	the	becomings	that	have	been	discussed	demonstrate	
movements	of	assemblages	that	show	energy	and	vitality,	but	are	however	still	
guided	by	the	tourist	space	or	are	identified	as	those	that	would	be	expected	
from	the	tourist	experience.	Its	noted	that	although	this	is	enjoyable	for	the	
tourist,	it	is	not	necessarily	productive,	for	example,	in	reproducing	the	
conception	of	Wales	as	‘primitive	Other’.	This	is	particularly	interesting	in	Wales,	
as	it	is	home	to	a	culture	that	has	defined	itself	on	this	Otherness.	As	Williams,	
(1985)	notes:	‘a	country	called	Wales	exists	only	because	the	Welsh	invented	it.	
The	Welsh	exist	only	because	they	invented	themselves’	(p.	2).	The	English	word	
Wales	itself	derives	from	the	Ango-Saxon	word	for	‘foreign’,	leading	Jenkins	
(1997)	to	argue	that	one	of	the	defining	features	of	the	country	is	its	sharing	of	a	
boundary	‘with	and	against’	the	English.		
	
The	‘becoming	a	pragmatist/resolved’	is	a	particularly	suitable	example	of	this	
form	of	becoming.	Here	a	movement	is	identified	where	questions	begin	to	be	
asked	by	participants,	but	this	uncertainty	is	quickly	tamed	through	resolution	
and	rather	than	opening	up	a	space	for	thought	and	reflection,	the	scene	falls	
under	the	subordination	of	the	Gaze.	In	this	becoming	we	see	a	‘tourist	
becoming’	in	the	form	of	the	interaction.	The	visitor	is	not	becoming	a	tourist	in	
the	sense	that	we	may	traditionally	understand	in	that	they	are	not	partaking	in	
a	becoming	associated	with	the	tourism	industry	(taking	photos,	reading	a	guide	
book,	etc).	But	nevertheless,	their	relationship	with	the	space	and	the	bodies	that	
surround	them	is	one	that	can	be	likened	to	that	within	the	tourist	experience	–	
one	of	mastery,	control	and	territorialisation.			
	
The	next	section	discusses	similar	becomings	that	were	constructed	or	confined	
by	the	tourist	space,	but	are	however	of	a	lower	intensity.	Due	to	this,	in	contrast	
to	the	becomings	identified	in	this	section	that	promote	movement	and	the	
formation	of	new	assemblages,	the	becoming	instead	results	in	tourists	
becoming	disinterested	or	wanting	to	flee	the	scene	entirely.			 	
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2.	Becoming	a	disinterested	tourist	
	
As	in	the	tourist	becomings	discussed	above,	these	becomings	are	those	that	are	
structured,	dictated	and	organised	by	the	space	within	which	they	occur.	Within	
the	encounter	bodies	again	perform	as	they	should,	gazing	or	being	gazed	at,	
however	here	these	bodies	are	disinterested	in	the	experience.	Unlike	in	the	
previous	accounts,	these	low	intensity	becomings	create	an	undesirable	
experience	for	the	bodies	involved	and	the	formation	of	assemblages	is	slowed	
or	shut	down.	For	visitors	this	is	not	a	desirable	experience.	During	these	
becomings	the	turbines	do	not	offer	reassurance,	worrying	thoughts	emerge	and	
visitors	feel	powerless	as	the	noise	of	the	blades	interrupts	their	gaze.	The	
landscape	appears	gloomy	and	doesn’t	offer	the	security	that	visitors	seek,	or	
real	life	refuses	to	disappear	despite	efforts	to	‘get	away	from	it’.			
	
a.	Becoming	gloomy	in	Wales	
	
Although	a	rare	becoming	noted	during	the	interactions,	here	the	conditions	
within	which	the	interview	took	place	and	weather	conditions	were	seen	to	
affect	the	responses	from	participants.	Participants	wanted	to	escape	from	the	
weather	and	get	inside	to	somewhere	warm	and	comforting	–	to	a	comfort	that	
was	not	available	to	them	in	the	outdoors.	The	discussions	were	truncated	and	
rushed	and	the	weather	literally	interfered	with	the	recording	equipment	
distorting	and	cutting	up	the	responses	of	participants	as	we	tried	to	engage	in	
conversation.	
	
Just	like	the	weather	that	surrounded	us,	the	turbines	became	objects	
representing	this	gloom	for	one	participant	(quoted	below),	drawing	attention	to	
our	bleak	surroundings	and	stirring	up	stereotypical	perceptions	of	rainy	Wales.		
	
	
The	lake?		
A	bit	gloomy	in	the	distance,	isn't	it?		[Laughs]	but	that	-	that's	Wales	though,	
isn't	it?		
Gavin,	49,	M	
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During	the	weeks	spent	conducting	research	in	Nant-Yr-Arian,	it	was	rare	that	
research	had	to	be	suspended	due	to	the	weather,	however	on	a	number	of	
occasions	the	rain	and	wind	made	it	impossible	to	speak	to	people	and	record	
the	interviews.	On	some	occasions	people	wanted	to	end	the	interview	early	as	it	
began	to	rain	and	we	were	not	able	to	find	shelter.		
	
On	a	clear	day,	the	view	from	the	site	extended	far	into	the	distance,	with	the	
lake	and	trees	in	the	foreground	and	the	wind	turbines	in	the	background	on	the	
hill.	On	a	number	of	occasions,	on	days	that	could	be	described	as	gloomy,	the	
mist	covered	the	entire	site	and	the	turbines	were	hidden.	The	landscape	takes	
on	a	different	character	in	these	circumstances,	it	becomes	more	mysterious,	
otherworldly.	At	times	the	mist	can	become	so	thick	that	you	are	unable	to	see	
further	than	an	outstretched	hand.	Unfortunately	on	these	occasions,	I	often	
found	myself	to	be	the	only	person	standing	on	the	hill	at	the	site.		
	
b.	Becoming	distracted	from	the	view	
	
Despite	the	structuring	of	the	space	to	display	the	‘natural’	surroundings	in	a	
way	that	is	accessible	to	the	tourist,	something	appears	to	get	in	the	way.	In	this	
becoming	the	wind	turbine	interrupts	the	Gaze	of	the	visitor,	it	catches	their	eye	
and	refuses	to	let	go	–	sometimes	it	almost	Gazes	back.	
	
	
I	don't	know	what	it	is	really.		It's	-	yeah.		Just	that	it	seems	to	be	a	bit	of	a	-	I	
don't	know.		I	just	doesn't	look	like	it's	in	the	right	place.	I	mean,	I	know	that	
you	can't	really	hide	them	away.	I	think	it's	just	the	-	yeah,	it's	just	sort-of	-	it	
attracts	your	eye,	doesn't	it?		So	it	-	you	know,	where	everything	else	is	so	
beautiful	and,	sort	of,	created	and	you've	got	your	sort	of	man-made	-	sort	-of	
thing	in	the	middle	of	it.		
	
What	do	you	mean	by	created?		
Well	you	know,	sort	of	-	I'd	say	created	by	God.	Erm,	beautiful	sort	of	-	as	it's	
meant	to	be.		And	then	you've	got	a	sort	of,	um	-	I	know	that	you've	got	man-
made	bits	all	around	everywhere	but	-	I,	I	don't	know.		It's	so	obvious	-	it's	so	
noticeable	that	you	can't	help	but	be	attracted	to	look	at	it,	I	think.		Yeah.			
Claire,	47,	F	
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Here	the	presence	of	the	turbine	creates	a	sense	of	unease	for	the	tourist.	Despite	
the	tourists	attempt	to	Gaze	over	the	landscape	that	they	identify	as	being	
‘created’	the	turbine	enters	the	frame	and	refuses	to	be	hidden.	This	becoming	is	
not	considered	creative	as	it	does	not	move	beyond	the	structure	defined	by	the	
tourist	space	(the	tourist	is	still	a	tourist	Gazing	over	the	landscape	in	a	
predictable	way),	however	here	the	landscape	that	is	Gazed	upon	doesn’t	open	
itself	up	to	be	viewed,	something	gets	in	the	way	and	refuses	to	stop	attracting	
the	eye.	In	the	example	provided,	the	beautiful	landscape	that	is	perceived	to	be	
a	perfect	creation	by	God	is	disturbed	by	this	Thing.		
	
	
	
In	the	further	examples,	the	turbine	enters	the	assemblage	and	it	has	the	
potential	to	‘spoil’	the	tourist	experience.	This	occurs	despite	the	potential	
offered	from	the	technology	through	carbon	mitigation,	as	practical	applications	
appear	secondary	to	Tourist	desire.	
	
In	the	example	from	Scott	and	Jess,	the	presence	of	the	turbines	within	the	
assemblage	draws	the	eye	to	the	extent	that	‘no	matter	where	you	look’	they	
occupy	the	Gaze.	Here,	the	presence	of	the	turbine	within	the	landscape	
assemblage	overrides	any	other	bodies	within	the	assemblage,	and	the	happy	
visitor	assemblage	begins	to	fall	apart.	The	deconstruction	of	the	visitor	
assemblage	means	that	not	only	does	enjoyment	suffer,	but	also	the	potential	for	
further	exploration	is	limited	as	the	visitor	leaves	the	site	and	may	not	consider	
returning	as	it	has	been	‘spoilt’.		Jess	expresses	her	anger	that	resulted	from	the	
Yeah	I	don’t,	I	don’t	mind	them,	I	just	you	know	I,	I	you	know	I	can’t	see	
[pause]	that	they’re	a	problem	really,	I	mean	I	do	like,	I	do	like	them	and	I	
think	they’re	just	sort	of	err	helping	the	environment	by	not	using,	you	know,	
any	other	-			
Scott,	28,	M	
	
But	even	when	you	look	at	the	far	end	of	this	valley	going	forward,	you	you’ve	
still	got	those	and	they	draw	the	eye	no	matter,	no	matter	erm	where	you	look	
those	particular	things	draw	the	eye.	That's	-	that's	a	-	it's	a	shame	really.		I	
know	it	has	to	be	done,	but	it	just	sort-of	spoils	the	landscape	a	bit.		
	
Jess,	26,	F	
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construction	of	the	turbines	–	and	she	uses	the	often	recurring	expression	of	
them	being	like	a	‘blot	on	the	landscape’.	I	have	found	this	terminology	
interesting,	bringing	to	mind	the	idea	of	the	stain	described	by	Lacan	XI.	Here	the	
stain	is	a	reminder	of	that	which	eludes	understanding	within	the	current	frame	
of	reference	and	emerges	as	an	uncomfortable,	alarming,	irregular	‘stain’	on	an	
otherwise	complete	image.		
	
The	presence	of	the	turbines	prevents	Jess	from	‘getting	away’	from	the	cities	on	
her	holiday	as	the	reminder	of	home	(the	turbine/blot)	interrupts	the	holiday	
assemblage,	breaking	it	apart.	The	turbine	is	unable	to	be	accommodated	into	
the	holiday	assemblage,	staining	the	otherwise	‘beautiful	views’,	and	rendering	
them	undesirable	to	the	eye.		
	
	
	
d.	Becoming	afraid	of	the	noise	
	
Noise	was	also	noted	to	be	a	big	part	of	the	way	turbines	were	perceived,	but	
also	in	what	the	turbines	can	do	and	how	they	can	affect	visitors.	As	Jess,	26,	F	
noted:	‘I	mean	they’re	never	going	to	fit	in	they’re	not	natural	but	you	know	
they’re	not	silent,	you	wouldn’t	notice	they’re	there,	they’re	not	–	they	just	jump	
on	you.’	Here	the	sound	of	the	turbine	is	noted	as	its	more	distinguishable	and	
intruding	feature	–	the	noise	it	can	potentially	make	–	and	its	potential	to	‘jump	
on	you’	with	this	sound.	
You	don't	want	to	be	in	a	way	but	they	kind	of,	like	I	say,	catch	your	eye.	
Scott,	28,	M	
	
Per-	personally,	ten	years	ago	when	they	first	started	being	installed.		I	-	I	
found	that	there	was	-	they	used	to	anger	me	a	little	and,	and	it,	it	did	go	
against	me.	
Jess,	26,	F	
			
Why	did	they	anger	you	initially?	
Because	it	-	you	were	-	you	were	spoiling	nature	…beautiful	views	and	you	
travel	somewhere	that's	more	remote,	get	away	from	cities	and	then	suddenly	
there's	a	blot	on	the	landscape		-				
Jess,	26,	F	
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The	possibility	within	sensory	approaches	beyond	the	visual	has	been	
considered	by	some	working	on	more-than-representational	approaches	to	
understanding	landscape.	It	is	argued	that	through	a	multisensory	approach	to	
understanding	landscape	(and	in	this	case	the	destination	of	Nant	Yr	Arian),	we	
are	able	to	begin	to	understand	not	only	how	we	think	of	landscape,	but	also	how	
it	influences	how	we	think.	Crouch	and	Desforges	(2003)	considers	the	potential	
within	a	multisensory	approach	to	research	to	explore	where	tourists	are	able	to	
‘work’	the	constraining	frameworks	within	which	they	find	themselves	–	re-
configuring	them	to	meet	their	desires.	This	finding	supports	the	point	made	on	
page	90,	here	despite	moving	beyond	the	visual	to	the	ear	–	the	Gaze	is	still	
present	–	disembodied	from	the	eye	to	the	ear.	The	ear	still	Gazes	out	and	
searches	for	those	features	to	be	consumed,	and	rejects	those	that	do	not	meet	
the	predefined	limitations	that	result	from	restrictions	of	the	Gaze.		Thus	not	
only	do	we	fail	to	go	beyond	the	Gaze	here	–	but	the	experience	fails	to	move	
beyond	one	defined	by	the	tourist	space	within	which	it	occurs.		
	
	
	
Where	the	interviews	were	conducted,	overlooking	the	turbines	at	a	distance,	it	
was	not	possible	to	hear	them	but	yet	visitors	imagined	the	impact	the	noise	may	
have	on	their	experience.		
	
In	the	example	here	from	Adam,	he	describes	the	turbines	as	‘whining’.	Here	the	
turbines	appear	almost	anthropomorphised,	given	agency	over	the	visitor,	and	
seen	as	straining	bodies	on	the	landscape.		The	idea	of	the	turbines	‘whining’	is	
interesting,	suggesting	a	high	and	unpleasant	sound,	associated	with	feelings	of	
pain	or	self-pity.	It	reinforces	the	idea	that	these	objects	are	alien	to	their	
	…	but	I	just	think	they’re	a	blot	on	the	visual	environment,	they’re	a	negative	
introduction	so	that’s	what	I	see	about	it.		And	apart	from	the	impact	on	the	
wildlife,	the	birds	particularly	I	guess	they	don’t	–	well	you	can	see	the	track	
that	goes	across,	and	obviously	there’s	an	industrial	development	there	that	
will	put	them	up	and	maintain	them,	but	err	to	be	fair	you	can’t	hear	them	
from	here	but	if	you	go	over	there	I’m	sure	you’ll	hear	them	whining.	
Adam,	50,	M	
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surroundings	–	its	own	movement	beyond	outside	of	its	own	control	and	in	
opposition	to	its	desire.	Here	it	is	not	even	necessary	to	hear	the	whining	of	the	
turbines,	but	the	expectation	of	the	sound	is	enough	to	create	a	disturbance.		
	
e.	Becoming	Gazed	at	
	
With	a	lack	for	better	vocabulary,	this	becoming	is	defined	in	terms	borrowed	
from	Lacanian	Psychoanalysis.	Indeed,	the	Gaze	here	is	not	unlike	the	Gaze	of	the	
Tourist,	stratifying	and	segmenting	the	subject	of	its	Gaze	–	however	here	the	
Gaze	is	directed	from	the	exterior	inwards,	highlighting	vulnerabilities	and	
disrupting	the	security	offered	within	the	tourist	experience	within	the	
structural	terms	of	this	experience.		
	
	
	
In	Seminar	XI,	Lacan	uses	an	autobiographical	account	to	explain	what	he	means	
when	referring	to	the	Gaze.	He	explains	to	his	seminar	audience	that	during	his	
travels	in	Brittany	in	France,	he	spent	time	with	some	poor	local	fishermen.	
During	a	beautiful	day,	one	of	the	fishermen,	pointed	to	a	shiny	can	of	tuna	that	
floated	in	the	water	nearby.	The	can	reflected	the	sunlight	that	shone	onto	it	and	
the	man	turned	to	a	young	Lacan	and	said,	“you	see	that	can?	Do	you	see	it?	Well	
it	doesn’t	see	you!”	(Lacan,	1978,	p.	95).	Unlike	the	other	fishermen	who	laughed	
at	the	comment,	Lacan	did	not	find	this	odd	‘joke’	amusing.	Indeed,	it	is	clear	the	
can	is	not	seeing	in	any	sense	as	it	does	not	have	eyes	-	but	Lacan	suggests	that	
the	can	was	still	‘gazing’	at	him	-	bringing	to	his	attention	that	despite	feeling	like	
he	belonged,	he	was	nevertheless	out	of	place	here	as	a	wealthy	young	man.	This	
event	-	the	standing-out	of	the	can	of	tuna	(and	the	joke)	-	disrupted	the	ideal	
picture	established	in	the	young	Lacan.	The	gaze	of	the	can	was	directed	at	him	–	
and	only	him	–	as	he	stood	out	from	the	rest	of	the	scene,	despite	his	own	feeling	
that	he	belonged.		
It	just	interrupts	the	view,	I	think.		
So	it	kind	of	like	stands	out?		
Yeah,	it's	kind-of	like	you	keep	you	-	you	know,	it's	disrupts	your		-	enjoyment,	
I	think,	of	the	countryside.		
Tim,	45,	M	
230	
	
	
In	the	example	above,	Tim	uses	the	word	enjoyment.	This	is	what	Lacan	is	
considering	when	he	speaks	of	Gaze	in	this	way,	via	the	word	‘jouissance’.	The	
Gaze	interrupts	the	enjoyment	of	the	subject,	which	for	Lacan	is	a	productive	
development.	I	have	already	discussed	why	this	approach	is	not	deemed	
productive	within	the	current	project	(page	79).	In	contrast	to	Lacan,	the	current	
project	considers	desire/enjoyment	to	be	productive	as	it	leads	to	further	
exploration	and	creativity	–	rather	than	disinterest	or	discomfort	as	we	see	here.		
	
	
	
It	is	true	that	this	discomfort	could	itself	of	an	intensity	to	lead	to	new	creative	
becomings	–	but	in	this	example,	the	jump	isn’t	made	and	the	disruption	remains	
framed	within	the	structure	of	the	tourist	space.	Once	again	we	should	a	return	
to	the	idea	of	the	turbines	as	blots	on	the	landscape	–	a	term	often	repeated,	and	
represented	within	the	press	to	describe	the	turbines,	and	again	indicating	the	
dominance	of	the	Gaze	in	determining	that	which	it	deems	interesting	and	
worthy	of	its	attention.	These	structures	that	could	otherwise	function	as	a	key	
to	unlock	creativity	instead	become	reduced	to	‘blots’	on	a	previously	perfect	
image,	and	opportunities	for	creativity	are	negated.			
	
f.	Becoming	an	annoyed	tourist	
	
Here	this	tourist	becoming	results	in	annoyance	and	a	desire	to	leave	the	scene.	
The	wind	turbines	enter	the	assemblage	and	disrupt	the	possibilities	of	creating	
new	connections	between	bodies	as	tourists	become	annoyed	and	express	a	
desire	to	either	look	elsewhere	or	leave	the	space.	Often	participants	in	the	work	
expressed	some	aggression	or	anger	–	in	this	anger	the	possibility	for	creative	
becomings	is	minimal,	as	the	anger	distorts	and	removes	the	potential	for	the	
tourists	to	start	to	rethink	their	ideas	as	new	assemblages	are	formed.	Instead	
Well	-	I	wouldn't	call	them	beautiful,	I	wouldn't	call	them	ugly	…they're	just	-	
they're	just	to	me,	a	blot	on	the	landscape	in	my	opinion	
Victoria,	61,	F	
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the	anger	just	forces	them	to	look	away	and	enter	a	space	that	is	more	
accommodating.		
	
	
	
	
Just	like	in	the	example	described	above	on	the	‘blots’	on	the	landscape,	here	the	
turbines	result	in	an	affective	response	in	the	visitors	that	is	incompatible	with	
their	desire.	The	turbines	appear	in	opposition	to	the	dominating	power	of	their	
Gaze,	refusing	to	be	subordinated	into	their	preexisting	narrative	of	the	welsh	
countryside.	Indeed,	in	the	example	above,	Tony	discusses	how	‘even	falling	
down	buildings’	are	able	to	be	accommodated	into	this	narrative,	but	the	wind	
turbines	continue	to	stand	out,	they	are	an	‘eyesore’.		
	
As	a	result	of	this,	Natasha	notes	that	she	tends	‘to	walk	away	from	them’	leaving	
the	space	and	diminishing	their	potential	to	function	as	the	X-thing.	She	notes	
that	due	to	the	turbines,	she	will	not	go	where	they	are	and	would	look	in	an	
opposite	direction	(a	classically	picturesque	landscape	with	rolling	hills).	This	
opposite	direction	is	mapped	out	for	tourists	on	a	signpost,	highlighting	the	
areas	of	interest	as	they	direct	their	Gaze.		
	
	 	
Tony,	61,	M:	As	soon	as	we	sat	down	-		
Sarah,	63,	F:	Those	windmills.		
Tony:	…	as	soon	as	we	sat	down	the	comment	was,	excuse	this	‘Why	the	hell	
do	they	allow	them	to	build	those	there,	and	there’s	more	just	over	there’	to	us	
it’s	an	eyesore,	and	I	can’t	understand	them.		
Sarah:	And	if	you	need	the	research	they	don’t	really	do	a	lot	of	good	do	they?		
Tony:	I’m	not	really	positive,	I’m	not	very	positive.	I	just	find	them	very	ugly.	
But	I	do,	I	do	find	them	ugly.	I	don’t	think	they’ve	got	any	artistic	merit	or	
anything	else	in	them	at	all.	I	mean	some	old	buildings	-	even	falling	down	
buildings	-	I	can	see	some	artistic	merit	in.		You	know,	on	visiting	the	ruins	
you	find	around.		I	can't	see	anything	at	all	in	these.	
Well	I	wouldn't	look	directly	at	them.	I	would	rather	look	over	there!	It's	as	
simple	as	that.		We	tend	to	walk	away	from	them.	Not	facing	them	but,	erm	-	
and	to	a	certain	extent,	we	don't	go	where	they	are.	If	you	know	they're	all	up	
there,	you	don't	go	there.	
Natasha,	53,	F	
232	
	
Summary	
	
The	becomings	identified	in	this	section	emerge	as	a	product	of	the	tourist	space	
(as	a	product	of	the	facilities	established	for	tourists	to	gaze	from	or	at,	or	to	help	
facilitate	other	aspects	of	the	tourist	space)	but	fail	to	meet	the	requirements	of	
tourist	desire.	Here	instead	of	provoking	creativity,	movement	and	new	
connections	between	bodies,	they	become	repelled	(they	flee	the	scene)	and	the	
opportunity	for	creating	new	assemblages	is	reduced.	Here	the	presence	of	the	
turbines	not	only	provoked	feelings	that	were	not	enjoyable,	they	prompted	a	
response	from	the	participants	that	often	ended	up	with	them	wanting	to	stop	
the	discussion,	or	walk	away.	The	turbines	were	uninspiring	but	also	distracted	
from	the	rest	of	the	landscape	that	surrounded	them.	Within	the	examples	above	
this	emerges	as	the	often-quoted	reference	to	the	turbines	as	a	‘blot’	on	the	
landscape.	This	idea	exemplifies	the	form	of	this	becoming,	where	the	turbine	
body	appears	as	a	block	to	the	Gazing	tourist.	I	have	previously	likened	the	idea	
of	the	Turbine	as	‘blot’	to	the	skull	that	appears	to	flee	the	scene	on	Holbein’s	
Ambassadors	(page	71)	and	it	is	interesting	to	see	this	idea	being	demonstrated	
in	the	field.	Here	I	also	make	reference	to	the	concept	of	Gaze	within	Lacanian	
Psychoanalysis.	Here	I	borrow	this	idea	to	help	illustrate	the	direction	of	Gaze	
that	I	intended	to	portray,	and	it	is	interesting	to	see	participants	note	that	the	
turbines	as	blot	restrict	their	‘enjoyment’	of	landscape	–	something	that	can	be	
likened	to	the	concept	of	the	objet	petit	an	in	Lacanian	Psychoanalysis.	This	
interruption	not	only	occurs	within	the	visual	domain,	but	the	fear	of	the	
potential	sound	of	the	turbine	body	disrupts	the	tourists	desire	for	‘natural’	
silence.	In	imagining	this	sound,	the	turbine	took	on	an	almost	supernatural	
quality,	‘whining’	in	the	distance	or	jumping	onto	the	unsuspecting	Gazing	
tourist.	
	
In	this	later	example	some	of	the	more	creative	possibilities	that	are	explored	in	
more	detail	in	the	next	section	begin	to	emerge.	Within	the	next	section,	an	
opposing	and	more	productive	result	is	discussed	–	where	the	appearance	of	the	
turbine	results	in	a	‘becoming	other’,	and	not	only	do	the	turbines	offer	
inspiration	but	they	provoke	a	chain	of	becoming	to	begin	that	leads	into	
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unexpected	territory.	Indeed,	what	makes	these	becomings	different	is	not	the	
enjoyment	that	arise	from	them	in	the	tourist	bodies,	but	rather	what	they	do	to	
the	bodies	themselves	–	how	they	realign	what	these	bodies	are	and	do	as	
tourists	start	to	‘become’	like	children	gazing	over	the	landscape,	or	wind	
turbines	create	mystery	and	intrigue	that	begins	a	journey	for	meaning.		
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3.	Becoming	nomadic	(Other)	
	
Within	this	third	quadrant,	I	identify	becomings	that	are	deemed	creative	and	
open	up	a	space	for	new	formations	of	assemblages	that	go	beyond	those	
dictated	by	the	tourist	space.	These	creative	becomings	emerge	as	Affect	and	
Percepts	in	response	to	the	X-thing;	in	this	case	the	wind	turbine.	As	Affect	
disrupts	the	opinionated	and	everyday	links	between	experiences,	the	ordered	
flow	of	experience	emerges	as	singularities	and	the	predetermined	limits	and	
locations	of	affect	are	disrupted.	The	potential	for	bodies	to	no	longer	be	tourists,	
but	become	nomadic	is	explored	–	as	flow	between	bodies	is	high	and	of	an	
extensive	speed,	moving	freely	and	in	direct	response	to	the	affects	and	percepts	
it	experiences.		
	
For	Deleuze,	this	quadrant	contains	the	becomings	that	he	would	consider	
‘ethical’.	On	page	80,	I	provide	an	explanation	of	these	ethical	becomings	by	
contrasting	them	to	the	confrontation	with	lack	in	psychoanalysis.	Just	like	first	
quadrant,	the	process	seeks	to	offer	opportunities	for	new	ways	of	thinking	and	
being	in	the	world	to	emerge,	but	avoids	dictating	the	terms	within	which	they	
may	appear.	It	is	important	to	note,	that	the	importance	of	these	becomings	exist	
not	in	what	they	‘are’,	but	rather	in	what	they	‘do’.	Indeed,	this	is	what	the	
‘nomadic’	concept	refers	to	–	the	potential	for	the	rejection	of	fixed	singularities	
and	an	embracing	of	difference	–	the	potential	to	become	Other.		
	
a.	Becoming	a	teletubbie	
	
In	this	becoming,	the	finding	of	the	wind	turbine	begins	a	trajectory	that	
rearranges	the	composition	of	several	assemblages	and	leads	to	new	and	
unexpected	sensations.	Indeed,	here	we	see	evidence	of	this	unexpected	
connection	as	a	sense	of	playfulness	emerges	as	the	visitors	become	like	
children’s	TV	characters	playing	on	the	landscape.	
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	I	am	not	aiming	to	discover	some	form	of	meaning	behind	this	‘becoming’	and	
move	away	from	positing	this	becoming	as	functioning	in	place	of	desire.	Instead	
we	follow	Deleuze	and	see	desire	best	expressed	as	creativity.	This	creative	
movement	may	lead	nowhere	as	the	composition	of	bodies	returns	to	a	more	
expected	form,	but	it	is	this	initial	move	from	the	virtual	to	the	actual	that	we	
wish	to	chart	–	the	opening	up	of	spaces	of	creativity	and	the	noting	of	their	
potentials.	Such	experiences	were	met	with	enjoyment,	and	conversation	flowed	
freely	as	the	participants	imagined	themselves	as	the	children’s	characters	and	
began	linking	this	experience	with	childhood	memories.		
	
	
	
Here	we	see	some	of	the	limitations	within	the	tourism	space	stretched	and	
experimented	with,	as	it	becomes	a	site	of	play.	Urry	has	referred	to	places	of	
play	within	his	work	on	Tourism	Mobilities	–	here	focusing	on	the	role	of	
movement	(or	intensity)	in	shaping	and	reshaping	place.	In	this	sense,	play	does	
not	only	occur	within	Place,	but	Place	itself	is	in	play	(places	of	play,	places	in	
play).	This	idea	of	play	fits	well	with	the	concept	discussed	throughout	this	
chapter	–	moving	beyond	the	idea	of	play	as	enjoyment	towards	an	idea	of	play	
as	experimentation	and	exploration.	Play	can	be	likened	to	a	child	rummaging	
through	a	cabinet	of	curiosities,	experimenting	with	the	items	that	they	find	
So,	how	do	you	think	the	turbines	effect	where	you	look?	[Dog	whines].		
Jess,	26,	F:	I	notice	them	but	in	a	positive	way.	
Scott,	28,	M:	What	do	they	make	you	think?		
Jess:	teletubbies	[Laugh].			
	
That’s	true	though.	That	is	true	there	was	a	turbine	in	the	teletubbies!	
Jess:	I	need	to	grow	up!	[Laugh]	
Scott:	Some	people	would	put	them	in	as	industrial	but	I	just	wouldn’t.	,	I	think	
you	know	its	harnessing	something	that’s	natural.	The	only	way	if	people	
objected	is	to	make	them	camouflaged	so	they	would	blend	into	the	hills,	but	
then	-		
Jess:	Yeah,	like	pretty	colours		
Scott:	Yeah,	she,	always	thinks	they	should	be	like	pastels,	lots	of	you	know	-	.	
Jess:	No,	no	there’s	got	to	be	some	artist	out	there	who	probably	likes	-	.		
Scot:	Teletubbie	land.		
Jess:	[Laugh]	Yeh!	that’s	what	it	is!	
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inside,	putting	these	items	to	use	in	ways	that	others	may	find	strange	and	
unexpected.	This	concept	of	play	also	extends	to	the	tourist	space	itself,	the	
landscape	and	the	turbines,	themselves	‘playing’.	As	people	enter	and	leave	the	
scene,	as	weather	changes,	as	the	public	and	political	discourse	around	these	
‘places	of	movement’	rearrange,	distort	and	reconfigure	their	position	in	relation	
to	others,	forming	new	assemblages	with	new	possibilities.			
	
b.	Becoming	a	child	
	
The	wind	turbine	here	begins	a	trajectory	that	displaces	time	and	space	as	the	
visitor	begins	to	image	themselves	as	children.	In	this	first	example,	the	
appearance	of	the	turbines	begins	a	process	whereby	the	participant	starts	to	
consider	how	landscape	has	changed	over	time,	prompting	them	to	consider	
their	relationship	with	their	grandparents.	We	were	discussing	this	memory	
whilst	climbing	up	a	hill,	both	slightly	struggling	as	we	walked	up	a	steep	section.	
We	were	facing	down	at	the	ground	as	we	pushed	ourselves	up	the	hill,	the	
turbines	in	the	distance	catching	our	eye	as	we	spoke.	For	Rob,	the	appearance	of	
the	turbines	reminded	him	of	the	passage	of	time	–	he	describes	how	he	flashed	
back.	As	the	turbines	turn	in	the	distance	on	the	hillside,	and	catch	his	eye	
temporarily	distracting	him,	he	imagines	his	grandfather	calling	to	him,	telling	
him	to	‘get	a	move	on’.		
	
The	second	sees	an	imaginary	scenario	where	the	turbines	become	like	a	child’s	
toy.	This	example	is	particularly	interesting	as	prior	to	this	becoming	the	
conversation	was	difficult	with	Tim.	He	was	initially	quite	closed	to	questioning,	
finding	it	difficult	to	elaborate	on	some	of	his	thoughts.	He	did	not	articulate	
emotional	responses	and	provided	short	straightforward	responses,	such	as	
when	asked	how	he	felt	about	the	wind	turbines,	he	responded	by	saying	bluntly	
that	he	didn’t	like	them	with	little	elaboration.	I	then	asked	what	he	thought	of	
when	he	saw	them	and	his	response	is	shown	below.		
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On	’	becoming	a	child’	Tim	began	to	open	up,	and	the	objects	that	in	previous	
discussions	that	were	disrupting	his	enjoyment	began	to	be	seen	in	a	different	
way.	Prior	to	this	Tim	objected	to	the	turbines	and	did	not	provide	an	
explanation	on	why	he	felt	this	way	–	but	following	the	trajectory	noted	in	the	
example	below,	Tim	began	to	play	with	some	of	the	ideas	and	conversation	came	
easier	between	us.	The	turbines	took	an	a	different	character	as	they	were	
thought	of	as	toys	on	the	landscape,	and	became	objects	with	which	a	child	could	
play	with.	Maybe	Tim	imagined	himself	as	this	child,	picking	up	the	turbine	from	
his	cabinet	of	curiosities	and	exploring	the	possibilities	with	it	–	imagining	the	
different	ways	it	can	be	used	and	played	with.	Place	itself	begins	to	‘play’	as	the	
distances	between	us	and	the	turbines	converge,	and	they	feel	close	enough	to	
touch	or	to	blow	on	like	dandelions.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
What	do	you	think	when	you	see	them?		
M:	Well	toys	on	the	hillside	I	would	say!	[laughs]		
What	do	you	mean	by	that,	toys	in	the	hillside?		
M:	Well,	if	a	child	came	up	here	he’d	look	over	there	and	think	yeah	that’s	
good,	you	could	blow	those.		
Tim,	45,	M	
What	do	you	think	when	you	see	the	windmills?	
well,	how	times	have	changed.	I’m	from	Yorkshire	originally	and	I	used	to	go	
walking	a	lot	with	my	granddad	and	grandma	and	windmills	just	weren’t	seen	
in	the	countryside	in	those	days	and	they’re	propping	up	everywhere.	We	go	
to	Skegness	which	is	on	the	East	coast	and	you’ve	got	windfarms	out	to	sea.	
It’s	the	sign	of	the	times	it	needs	to	happen	but	it	is	a	bit	of	an	eyesore	and	its	
modern	technology	taking	over	things	that	like	this	–	has	probably	been	here	
for	hundreds	of	years	where	people	would	just	make	their	way	around.		
	
When	you	see	them	do	you	think	it	has	an	impact	on	your	walk?	
I	think	its	to	do	with	the	childhood	memories	with	me	and	the	whole	
innocence	factor	and	walking	around	–	its	just	a	bit	of	a	–	all	the	time	I’m	
looking	down	here	but	in	the	corner	of	my	eye	I’m	seeing	them	twirling	
around	so	you’re	wanting	to	look	over.	Earlier	on	I	saw	myself	flashing	back	
and	saw	my	granddad	in	front	and	egging	me	on	–	‘cmon	get	a	move	on’	sort	of	
thing	and	its	nice	to	think	that	I	can	still	do	that	–	I’ve	still	got	part	of	my	
childhood	deep	down	and	reflecting	on	what	we	did	as	youngsters.		
Rob,	66,	M	
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On	first	appearance,	one	could	question	how	such	a	becoming	could	be	useful	as	
part	of	a	strategy	to	mitigate	for	climate	change,	or	to	encourage	greater	
awareness	of	issues	surrounding	global	warming.	Indeed,	it	is	very	possible	that	
it	is	not	–	but	the	appearance	of	these	more	creative	trajectories	suggests	a	
potential	within	the	experience	that	could	possibly	be	utilised	within	the	right	
circumstances	to	inspire	a	productive	creativity	on	this	specific	issue.	
	
c.	Becoming	mystified/confused	
	
The	turbine	as	X-thing	creates	a	becoming	that	is	mysterious	and	unresolved.	
This	emerges	as	participants	describe	moments	of	experiencing	‘other-ness’	or	
as	being	mesmerised,	captured	by	the	movement	of	the	blades.	The	turbines	on	
the	landscape	are	described	as	if	they	appear	to	‘dance’,	taking	on	an	almost	
human	like	quality	and	a	sense	of	autonomy.	This	can	be	the	case	sometimes	
when	gazing	out	at	the	turbines	–	the	way	the	light	catches	the	blades	sometimes	
can	turn	the	continuous	cycle	of	turning	into	an	almost	hypnotic	sway.		
	
	
	
	
The	example	noted	above	in	discussion	with	Adam,	was	a	response	that	
appeared	a	number	of	times	during	conversations	with	participants.	They	noted	
a	sense	of	‘otherness’	about	the	turbines	–	not	industrial	objects,	but	not	natural.	
I	mean,	I,	I,	I	quite	like	them,	I	think	you	could	even,	could	even	say	they’re	
pretty	the	way	they,	they	turn	and	then	it’s	kind	like	kind	of	a	musical	type	feel	
through	it	I	think,	you	know	like	almost	like	a	dance	or	something	if	I	was	
being	perfectly	honest.		
Victoria,	61,	F.	
They	-	they	don't	sort	of	leap	out	at	me	or	anything		-	about	the	sky-line	but	
they're	not	sort-of	egregious,	sort	of,	we	-	we	are	industrial	…I	mean,	they	-	
they	clearly	are	industrial	but	there's	-	there's	an	"otherness"	about	them.		
	
There	is	an	"otherness"	about	them?		But	not	a	kind-of	industrial	
"otherness"?		
No,	it	-	it's	not	the	equivalent	of	a	load	of	cooling	towers	or		-	or	chimneys.		
You,	you	feel	that	-	I	don't	know.		There's	sort-of	-	or	there's	something	mes-	
mesmeric	because	you	just	watch	them	moving.	
Adam,	50,	M	
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In	part	this	may	be	due	to	the	movement	that	they	make	and	the	links	of	the	
object	to	the	natural	world	–	both	in	terms	of	their	location,	and	the	need	for	
them	to	be	situated	in	an	area	of	high	wind.	Often	when	watching	the	turbines	on	
the	hill	we	too	were	subject	to	the	power	of	the	wind,	sometimes	strong	enough	
to	push	us	off	our	feet.	The	turbines	however	remained	unmoved	however	
unbearable	for	us,	all	but	slightly	swaying	in	the	distance.		
	
	
	
In	the	above	example,	some	visitors	discuss	their	holidaying	experiences	and	the	
wind	turbines	that	were	located	close	to	their	holiday	cottage.	Throughout	their	
visit	the	turbines	had	become	a	point	of	discussion	for	the	group.	When	looking	
out	from	their	holiday	home,	they	discussed	alternative	colours	that	the	turbines	
could	be	painted	in.	They	also	considered	the	turbines	relation	to	other	
technology	often	found	in	rural	areas	of	Wales,	in	particular	quarries.	For	them,	
coming	from	a	former	industrial	area,	wind	energy	provides	a	less	intrusive	
solution	to	securing	a	resource	for	energy	production.	The	creative	potential	
however	begins	to	emerge	as	the	visitors	explore	the	turbines	from	their	holiday	
cottage	and	see	that	‘they	definitely	move’.		
	
	
	
Lydia,	21,	F:	It	seems	in	the	evening	because	the	sun	is	obviously	right	going	
over	where	we	are	in	the	evening,	so	it's	shining	on	them		-			
Bella,	20,	F:	It's	reflecting	it	onto		-		
Lydia:	…so	they,	in	the	evening	they	look	-			
Bella:	They	definitely	march	across	the	mountain	in	the	evening.		
What	do	you	like	about	them?		
Sophie,	13,	F:	They're	big.		They	-	they	cool	you	down	when,	you	know,	you're	
close	to	them.	[Laughter].		
Ruby,	59:	Have	you	ever	stood	close	to	one?		
Sophie:	No.		
Ruby:	Would	you	like	to?			
	
There's	a	place	in	Scotland	and	you	can	go	up	inside	a	turbine.		It's	like	a	
tourist	attraction.		
Sophie:	Dad,	can	we	go	to	Scotland?		
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Here	the	turbines	movement	is	not	referring	to	the	turning	of	the	blades	that	we	
would	associate,	but	rather	an	imagined	forward	march	over	the	landscape.	The	
group	notes	that	the	turbines	have	been	a	constant	source	of	discussion	during	
the	visit,	appearing	as	something	unusual	and	opening	up	the	potential	for	a	
creative	trajectory	as	this	unusual	object	avoids	explanation.	The	playful	notion	
of	the	turbines	‘marching’	across	the	mountain	is	explored	by	the	group,	and	
each	day	they	discuss	how	the	turbines	appear	closer	or	further	away.	It	is	in	this	
exploration	that	the	turbines	emerge	as	Otherness,	appearing	different	from	the	
static	and	industrial	quarry	and	as	something	unusual,	provocative	and	
interesting	for	the	group	(especially	for	one	of	the	children).	Maybe	the	
interaction	could	lead	to	the	group	visiting	Scotland	on	their	next	holiday	to	
further	explore	some	of	the	ideas	that	this	visit	has	provoked.	
	
Summary	
	
Through	the	becomings	identified	within	this	section	I	have	sought	to	illustrate	
the	potential	for	‘becoming	other’	within	the	tourist	space.	These	becomings	
create	an	opportunity	for	difference	that	goes	beyond	that	considered	expected	
within	the	tourist	space	and	identify	a	potential	line	of	flight	that	may	result	in	
unexpected	opportunities.	These	are	of	particular	interest	in	the	current	study	as	
they	may	offer	an	opportunity	for	ways	of	thinking	about	ecology	and	
environment	outside	of	a	dominant	ideology	incapable	of	addressing	the	current	
problems	faced	by	contemporary	ecology.		
	
I	previously	used	an	example	from	Grit	to	explain	these	sorts	of	becomings	(page	
94).	Here	Grit	explains	the	appearance	of	the	lion	as	X-thing	as	opening	up	new	
possibilities	within	the	hospitality	space.	The	bodies	within	the	space	(Grit,	his	
daughter,	the	lion,	the	hotel,	the	window,	the	people	in	town)	become	re-
organised	and	through	the	X-thing	new	relationships	are	possible	between	these	
bodies.	In	one	of	these	reorganisations	he	finds	himself	and	his	daughter	like	
hunters,	searching	the	landscape	for	the	lion.	Although	not	essential	within	the	
becomings,	these	experiences	can	be	likened	to	that	of	play	(and	it	is	interesting	
to	note	some	of	the	more	child-like	becomings	that	emerge	in	the	present	study),	
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allowing	visitors	to	try	on	different	identities	and	explore	new	imagination-
scapes.	Grit	has	likened	this	idea	of	experimentation	to	a	‘cultural	laboratory’	
(2012).	
	
Within	the	examples	above,	similar	becomings	appear	as	visitors	become	
transported	back	to	their	childhood	or	the	landscape	becomes	a	canvas	on	which	
they	project	their	imagined	images.	Indeed,	it	is	difficult	to	directly	link	these	
becomings	to	an	increase	in	ecological	‘awareness’,	but	to	do	so	would	potential	
negate	the	productive	potential	of	the	experience	(limiting	the	ways	within	
which	this	‘awareness’	can	occur’).	In	being	undefined	and	unrestricting	in	
prescribing	validity,	it	offers	the	potential	to	create	new	ecologies	that	are	as	of	
yet	unimagined.	In	addition	to	this	value	is	placed	on	the	act	of	becoming	other	
itself	–	as	the	act	of	thinking	differently	(through	deterritorialisation	and	
reterritorialisation)	is	a	form	of	critique	or	emancipatory	performance	itself	
against	controlling	or	dominating	discourses.		
	
In	these	examples	the	forms	of	becoming-other	appear	as	enjoyable	and	
encourage	productive-desire,	but	in	the	next	section	I	will	discuss	a	similar	form	
of	becoming-other	with	less	enjoyable	consequences.	Here,	although	the	
deterritorialisation	of	the	space	opens	up	a	line	of	flight,	this	new	becoming	
cannot	be	reterritorialised	and	the	experience	falls	apart	–	resulting	in	the	
expulsion	of	the	tourist.				
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4.	Becoming	disinterested	Other	
	
This	quadrant	identifies	those	becomings	where	the	assemblage	enters	a	line	of	
flight	that	is	both	unexpected	and	potentially	revolutionary.	Within	this	quadrant	
the	potential	emerges	as	the	supporting	systems	of	the	tourist	experience	are	
deconstructed	and	no	longer	capable	of	supporting	the	becomings	within	the	
tourist	space	–	however	this	experience	is	no	longer	pleasant,	and	instead	of	
fostering	new	ideas	and	becomings	to	emerge,	the	experience	results	in	the	
former	composition	(that	of	the	tourist/walker	in	the	countryside)	of	bodies	
being	terminated.	
	
These	becomings	are	identified	by	Grit	(2014)	as	those	where	despite	suggesting	
a	potential	within	the	encounter	the	prevailing	institutions/discourses	are	
unable	to	accommodate	for	the	unexpected	movement	and	thus	result	in	
disintegration	of	the	assemblage	(we	see	this	when	he	is	kicked	out	of	the	
museum,	discussed	on	page	177).	The	process	of	productive-becoming	can	thus	
be	understood	simply	as	the	need	to	balance	the	need	for	creativity	with	a	
pragmatic	grounding	from	a	consideration	of	context	and	application.		
	
Indeed	this	is	noted	by	Deleuze	and	Guattari,	who	refer	to	the	space	that	emerges	
from	this	failure	of	deterritorialisation.	Clearly	referring	to	the	idea	of	the	black	
hole	from	within	the	scientific	discourse	(a	star	that	has	collapsed	onto	itself	and	
light	cannot	escape),	it	is	relocated	and	takes	on	new	form	in	A	Thousand	
Plateaus.	Here	the	black	hole	is	the	point	at	which	deterritorialisation	passes	a	
point	of	no	return,	as	intensity	no	longer	becomes	bearable	and	a	break	is	made	
with	the	signifying	system.	Both	Deleuze	and	Guattari	in	drawing	on	
psychoanalysis	consider	this	the	domain	of	madness,	the	entire	rejection	of	all	
social	structures	and	of	subjectivity.	Indeed,	they	call	us	not	to	turn	our	backs	on	
boundaries,	but	to	dismantle	them	with	systemic	caution.		
	
Within	the	current	study,	the	black	hole	is	considered	the	place	where	intensity	
or	deterritorialisation	can	no	longer	be	accommodated	by	the	tourism	space.	The	
movement	beyond	the	boundaries	within	the	space	or	within	the	predefined	
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desires	of	the	tourist	reaches	a	point	where	instead	of	promoting	further	
movement	and	creativity,	the	trajectory	has	nowhere	left	to	travel.	These	
moments	are	creative,	but	instead	of	continuing	to	produce	additional	
formations	of	bodies,	the	tourists	find	themselves	wanting	to	leave	due	to	the	
intensity	of	this	creativity	or	the	nature	within	which	this	creativity	has	emerged.				
	
a.	Becoming	distrusting	and	cynical	
	
Here	the	appearance	and	interaction	with	the	turbine	assemblage	as	X-thing	
begins	a	becoming	that	promotes	distrust	and	feelings	of	cynicism.	The	distrust	
emerges	as	affect,	not	directed	towards	the	turbine	body	but	as	affect	itself.	The	
visitor	assemblage	breaks	down	and	now	becomes	the	distrusting	of	science	
assemblage	or	the	cynical	member	of	the	public	assemblage	–	no	longer	is	the	
landscape	opening	itself	up	to	be	gazed	upon,	now	it	only	provokes	questions	
and	uneasy	feelings,	without	providing	answers.		
	
	
	
In	the	example	above	with	Alex	and	Andy,	the	turbine	provoked	a	discussion	
about	their	distrust	of	the	science	behind	the	technology.	They	linked	these	
feelings	to	the	distrust	they	have	towards	the	tobacco	industry	and	politicians.	
They	are	concerned	that	financial	interests	are	at	play,	and	decisions	are	not	
being	made	based	on	the	effectiveness	of	the	technology	but	rather	from	self-
interest.	On	page	192,	a	similar	point	was	raised	during	interviews	within	Genre	
Alex,	33,	M:	I	also	find	it	difficult	to	get	-	to	come	to	a	conclusion	about	the	
efficiency	of	wind-generated	electricity,	because	we	read	so	many	conflicting	
reports.	You	never	know	how	objective	the	research	behind	the	particular	
report	is,	like	I’m	old	enough	to	remember	that	for	years	the	petrol	companies	
employed	scientists	to	prove	that	lead	in	petrol	didn’t	do	any	harm	to	anyone.		
Andy,	29,	M:	Tobacco	companies	likewise.		
Alex:	The	research	that	said	it	did	was	discredited	for	almost	a	generation.		
	
[…]	
	
Alex:	[Laughs]	I	just	see	it’s	politicians	conning	us.	I	won’t	be	surprised	if	
there’s	a	back-hander	for	the	turbine	companies,	and	why	should	we	be	
paying	a	subsidy	for	them?		That	really	gripes.	
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1	and	it	was	noted	how	recent	political	events	such	as	the	expenses	scandal	
could	have	shaped	public	perception	and	public	trust	in	political	institutions.	
Here	the	research	from	the	tobacco	industry	is	noted	where	research	indicated	
that	smoking	caused	harm	was	suppressed	to	avoid	an	impact	on	sales.	There	is	
likely	much	to	be	said	about	the	cross	overs	between	politics	and	the	tobacco	
industry,	the	latter	being	the	birthplace	for	public	relations.	However	this	
discussion	also	reveals	a	potential	misunderstanding	on	the	scientific	process,	
where	it	may	take	a	period	of	ten	years	in	order	to	form	a	scientific	consensus	
especially	on	issues	that	would	require	a	lot	of	proof	such	as	global	warming.	The	
lack	of	a	public	discourse	on	the	scientific	method	has	allowed	the	contribution	
of	3%	of	scientists	to	be	considered	of	equal	value	in	debates	to	the	consensus	of	
97%	of	scientists	in	favour	of	man	made	global	warming.		
	
The	feelings	of	distrust	led	Alex	and	Andy	to	get	irate	in	discussing	the	way	they	
felt	they	are	being	exploited.	The	interview	shortly	terminates	following	this	as	
family	members	encourage	them	to	move	on	–	these	sorts	of	becomings	are	not	
welcome	on	a	peaceful	walk	in	the	countryside.		
	
	
	
In	the	example	above	from	Ant,	the	turbine	provoked	a	discussion	on	the	HS2	
development.	Here	the	appearance	of	the	turbine	body	created	a	cynical-
becoming,	leading	Ant	to	consider	how	the	countryside	at	his	home	will	soon	be	
‘cut	up’	by	the	construction	of	the	high-speed	train.	On	page	24,	I	discuss	how	
this	is	a	reaction	felt	by	some	local	people	towards	the	turbines	and	link	it	into	a	
discourse	in	Wales	that	has	seen	villages	and	countryside	replaced	with	large	
It's	how	is	the	-	it's	like,	er,	we've	got	where	I	live,	HS2	going	to	come	right	
passed	my	house		and	I'm	thinking	it's	cutting	up	all	the	countryside,	just	
something	that	only	a	few	people	are	going	to	benefit	from	in	the	area.		
Nobody's	going	to	benefit	in	my	area	and	yet		-	because	it's	-	it's	going	from	
London	and	cutting	through	Buckinghamshire	and	Oxfordshire	there's	no	
stations	or	anything	going	in.		It's	just	the	people	from	Birmingham	to	London	
that	will	benefit	from	it.			I	don't	know	if	that's	the	same	here	with	those?		
Probably	the	people	in	the	area	are	benefiting	sort	of	from	them.		I	don't	
know.		I	don't	know	how	-	you	know?	Who's	benefitting	from	them?	
Ant,	42,	M		
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infrastructure	projects	to	supply	England	with	resources.	Ant	does	not	have	this	
Welsh	nationalist	discourse,	and	so	instead	the	question	is	left	unanswered:	“I	
don’t	know	how	–	you	know?	Who’s	benefitting	from	them?”	
	
Following	this,	Ant	decided	to	end	the	discussion,	as	he	wanted	to	continue	with	
his	walk.		
	
b.	Becoming	old	and	being	judged	
	
	
	
Here	the	turbine	as	X-thing	on	entering	the	assemblage	creates	a	trajectory	that	
is	uncomfortable	to	the	walkers	and	promotes	a	feeling	of	being	watched.	
However	unlike	being	‘gazed	at’	as	previously	discussed	on	page	229,	the	
becomings	are	more	creative	and	move	beyond	the	tourist	space.	Whilst	
David,	45,	M:	We’ve	got	a	similar	thing	at	home	you	know	it’s	going	off	where	
we	live.		A	school	backs	onto	our	house	right	at	the	corner	of	the	school	field	
and	it’s	been	quiet	there,	been	there	since	the	‘70’s	and	all	of	a	sudden	they’ve	
put	a	playground	right	in	the	corner	which	is	less	than	three	meters	from	our	
wall	–	
Mandy	39,	F:	Three	meters	from	our	boundary	so	the	children	-		
David:	…and	all	the	kids	come	there	and	it’s	like	just	looking	into	my	garden	
and	it’s	like	-		
Mandy:	And	that’s	our	house	significantly	changed	forever.		
David:	It	drives	me	mad	to	the	point	where	I	would	move	but	I	don’t	want	to	
because	I’ve	lived	there	all	my	life.		[Laughs].		
	
Yeah,	yeah,	yeah	I	get	that,	so	it	would	be	the	same	thing.		
David:	So	it	would	be	the	same	if	that	was	–	if	I	lived	there	somewhere.		
Mandy:	Only	because	like	we’re	the	only	ones	who	know	what	it	was	like	
before,	so	obviously	if	someone	was	coming	to	buy	our	house	they’ve	got	the	
choice	to	say	would	that	bother	them	/	would	it	not,	but	I	think	for	us	it	has	
been	a	significant	change,	and	also	from	a	privacy	point	of	view	I	think	that	it	
works	both	ways,	the	children	need	privacy	to	play	and	we	want	to	enjoy	our	
garden	without	feeling	vulnerable	as	we	get	older.		Once	we’re	out	of	the	
school	community	–	sorry	I’m	going	off	on	a	tangent	-		
	
No,	it’s	fine..		
Mandy:	It’s	a	case	of	we	won’t	be	known	and	obviously	we’ll	be	older	and	
would	hate	for	someone	to	comment,	‘oh	those	old	people	are	watching	me	
while	I’m	playing’,	it’s	the	society	we	live	in,	it’s	a	bit	delicate.		
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discussing	the	opinions	of	the	turbines	as	visitors,	they	considered	how	it	might	
be	different	if	they	lived	by	a	wind	farm.	The	conversation	shifted	and	the	
visitors	formed	a	comparison	between	this	experience	and	their	own	
experiences	of	having	a	school	built	behind	their	house.	They	identify	feelings	of	
anxiety,	and	note	that	they	would	feel	vulnerable	being	so	close	to	the	school,	
being	watched	by	the	children.	They	also	consider	that	they	would	be	judged	for	
themselves	watching	the	children	-	due	to	the	‘delicate’	nature	of	society.	This	is	
quite	a	strange	tangent	that	emerged	in	this	discussion,	as	the	visitors	imagine	
themselves	being	accused	of	being	pedophiles	for	watching	the	children	play	in	
the	school,	or	possibly	just	identifies	a	general	anxiety	towards	a	changing	world	
that	has	evolving	social	norms	that	they	are	concerned	of	overstepping.		
	
	
	
A	similar	becoming	also	emerged	as	a	walker,	Roy,	discussed	his	fear	of	
becoming	euthanised	against	his	will.	Again	here	there	is	an	indication	of	a	fear	
and	anxiety	towards	a	changing	world	with	new	social	norms	that	Roy	feels	he	
may	no	longer	have	a	place	in.	Maybe	the	trajectory	that	emerged	from	the	
intervention	of	the	turbine	lead	to	Roy	to	consider	some	of	his	basal	fears	–	of	
getting	old,	of	no	longer	being	of	value,	being	replaced	by	a	younger	generation,	
of	dying.			
	
c.	Becoming	a	conservative	chauvinist	
	
Here	the	wind	turbine	assemblage	on	entering	the	tourist	visitor	assemblage	
begins	a	problematic	and	disturbing	trajectory	that	emerges	as	a	becoming	
concerned	about	immigration.	Here	the	presence	of	the	turbine	assemblage	as	X-
thing	prompts	the	consideration	of	overpopulation	and	soon	it	is	clear	that	this	
concern	is	more	focused	on	the	overpopulation	by	individuals	of	a	certain	
I	mean,	to	be	honest	-	I	mean,	I'm	-	I'm,	er,	sixty-three,	erm	and	-	and,	and	you	
know,	and	I’m	actually	have	a	worry	about	whether	in	my	lifetime	somebody	
will	start	saying,	you	know,	probably	not	that	much	older	than	you	will	be	
saying	that,	you	know,	this	guy	needs	an	injection	because	there	isn't	enough	
room	for	us	young	people.		
Roy,	63,	M	
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nationality:	‘Eastern	European	or	Asian,	Indians’	in	the	Midlands	–	“every	
language	you	can	think	of	apart	from	English”	and	the	fear	(or	‘concern’)	that	
comes	with	the	invasion	of	the	‘Other’.		
	
I	have	attempted	to	represent	the	anger	shown	by	John	above	as	he	stuttered	out	
the	words	of	the	quote	below.	The	appearance	of	the	turbine	began	a	trajectory	
that	led	him	back	home	to	the	Midlands	and	the	thoughts	that	he	‘lives	with’	
everyday.	The	holiday	assemblage	began	to	fall	apart;	frustration	and	anger	
replacing	the	feelings	of	relaxing	that	were	expressed	previously	during	our	
conversation.					
	
	
	
The	discourse	around	overpopulation	had	a	small	revival	in	the	mid	00s,	with	
David	Attenborough	noting	that	sending	bags	of	flour	to	starving	families	in	
Africa	was	‘barmy’.	Social	problems	such	as	poverty,	famine,	lack	of	resources,	
are	posited	as	being	a	‘natural’	response	to	human-made	problem.	Unfortunately	
such	ideas	often	overlook	those	affected	by	these	social	problems	are	the	poorest	
in	society.	It	is	unclear	how	overpopulation	links	in	with	the	anti-immigration	
M:	Everybody’s	got	a	right	to	[inaudible,	wind,	0:28:20]	but	erm,	but	the	
effects	I	think,	er,	you	know	I	think	the	er	-	I,	I,	and	I	wonder	whether	these	
wind	farms,	I	mean	that's	what,	you	know,	is	part	of	your	sense	of	your,	erm,	
research	but	erm,	you	know	it	sort	of	tie-in	I	have	to	say,	I	have	to	say,	I-I've	
got	some	quite,	you	know	…	heavy	thoughts	surrounding,	er,	you	know	-	and	
it's	based	in	and	around,	I	think,	over-population	-		because	I	think	we're	on	a	
-	a	real	-		you	know,	we're	on	a	course	for	disaster.		
	
What	I	find	interesting	is,	right,	so	you	know,	we	talk	-	we've	been	
speaking	about	these	things.		Um,	maybe	only	because	I	made	you	sit	
down	and	talk	about	it,	do	you	think	they	would've	come	up	if	I	hadn't	
done	that?		
M:	I	live	with	them.		It's	a	daily	concern	everywhere	I	look.		I	mean	I'm	-		You	
know,	from	the	Midlands	and	I	see	over-population	everywhere,	erm,	
immigration,	excessive	immigration,	erm	and	it's	not	integrated	-	
immigration,	it's	just	flooding	an	area,	you	know	-		you	don't	necessarily	-	I	
mean,	it's	-	I	could	take	you	and	I	could	ta-	I	could	take	you	-	I	could	walk	you	
for	an	hour	and	a	half;	you	wouldn't	-	you	wouldn't	hear	English.	-	It'd	either	
be	Eastern	European	or	Asian,	Indian	-	every	language	you	can	think	of	apart	
from	English	-	you	know,	and-	and	it's,	you	know	it's	concerning,	you	know?		
John,	51,	M	
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rhetoric	then	used	by	John	and	the	paranoia	that	follows.	He	notes	that	he	sees	
‘over-population	everywhere	he	looks’	and	his	concern	over	not	hearing	people	
speak	English	in	large	sections	of	the	Midlands.		
	
d.	Becoming	covered	in	gray	slime	
	
	
I	mean,	I	think	there	should	be	-	there	are	now	a	few	conservation	areas	in	the	
sea	and	that	is	very,	very	necessary	around	our	coast	because	I	used	-	when	I	
used	to	scuba	dive,	a	lot	of	place	you	go	and	the	effluent	that	was	coming	out,	
you	would	not	believe	it.	It	is	disgusting.		And	er	-	it	-	well	we've	actually	been	
diving	and	you	seen	this	brown	cloud	towards	you	-		and	you	think	what	the	
hell's	that?		And	you	think	I	know	what	it	is	-		
	
Really?		Oh	no.		
…	off	you	go,	you	know?	And	the	thing	is	on	the	Isle	of	Wight,	I	was	-	we	was	
there	one	day	in	our	rib,	sort	of	-	you	know	-	having	a	Sunday	by	the	cliff	and	
er,	I	said	God	what's	that	smell?		And	we	looked	in	the	water,	it	had	changed	
colour.			Clouds	of	it	and	that	all	gets	washed	one	way.	What	doesn't	settle	
comes	back	and	there's	nothing	living	on	the	seabed.		It's	a	grey	slime.		And,	
you	know,	now	they	say	well	we're	cleaning	it	up	now	and	it's	being	treated	
with	infra-red	and	all	that,	but	it	doesn't	stop	the	deposits,	you	know?		And	
that	shouldn't	be	allowed.		They	shouldn't	be	allowed	to	discharge	-		Anyway,	
that's	enough	of	that	type	of	thing	but	-			
	
But	I	think	-	I	think	it's	-	I	don't	know	if	it's	maybe	relevant,	maybe.		Do	
you	see,	you	know	-		
	
You	see,	it's	our	whole	att-		
	
…	the	dumping	of	the	shit	to	-		
Yeah.	At	least	that	is	cleaner.		
	
	…	the	turbines?		
I	see	that	-	well	I	think	dumping	of	the	shit	as	you	eloquently	put	it,	is	worse	
than	those	-		because	it's	just	out	of	sight,	out	of	mind,	you	know?		And	unless	
you	dive	and	have	a	look	at	it,	you	would	not	believe	your	eyes.		That's	true,	
you	know?		It	is	-	it	is	out	of	sight,	isn't	it?		It	is	out	of	sight	so	people	don't	
care.	I	mean,	if	you	go	down	to	Cornwall,	they	don't	make	any	pretence.		You	
go	around	there	and	the	old	murphy's	are	floating	around.	You	know,	you	
know	where	the	points	are.		You	think	yes	there's	quite	a	few	here	and	you	go	
a	bit	further	and	you	get	the	odd	one	or	two	and	by	the	time	they	get	to	the	
town,	they've	either	dispersed	or	sunk,	you	know	but	-			
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As	the	turbine	enters	the	assemblage	a	trajectory	begins	that	leads	to	a	new	
position	of	bodies	incorporating	an	affect	of	disgust	and	the	grey	slime	(or	
faeces)	assemblage.	The	formation	of	this	new	assemblage	occurs	after	the	wind	
turbines	begin	a	reconsideration	of	positioning	leading	to	an	imagining	of	the	
oceans	and	tidal	powers	-	before	the	unexpected	emergence	of	the	story	noted	
below	on	the	visitors’	experiences	in	Cornwall.	It	is	in	this	story	the	visitor	notes	
their	disgust	at	being	face	to	face	with	the	‘old	murphys’	floating	in	the	sea	and	
then	relates	this	back	to	wind	energy.	The	wind	turbine	assemblage	is	now	
altered	as	it	is	brought	face	to	face	with	these	old	murphys.	
	
Interestingly,	Rob	notes	that	the	old	murphys	are	worse	that	the	turbines	as	they	
are	out	of	sight.	His	concern	here	is	not	just	about	disgusting	experience	of	
coming	face	to	face	with	the	murphys	underwater	–	but	the	ecological	impacts.	
As	the	murphys	and	turbines	enter	the	assemblage	they	are	both	considered	
alien	bodies	–	both	‘ecological	impacts’	to	be	mitigated.		
	
e.	Becoming	a	Christian	and	having	your	beliefs	challenged	
Erm,	and	I	would	say	that	I	guess	those	are	in	a	sense	a	necessity	now	if	things	
are	what	they're	saying	they	are,	you	know,	with	what's	happening.		
	
Yeah.		How	do	you	feel	about	what	they're	saying?		
Part	of	me	-	I've	heard	so	many	different	view	points	that,	that	there	aren't	-	
there	isn't	-	it	isn't	as	bad		-…it's	not,	it's	just	the	times,	you	know,	that	we're	in	
that	things	will	go	through	cycles.		And	therefore	it's,	it's	maybe	government	
or	somebody	trying	to	make	money	off	of	it		-		Erm,	which	is	possible.		Erm,	I	-	
you	hear	so	many	different	stories.		I	mean,	I	think	it	-	personally	I	think	
maybe	it	is	just	a	cycle		-		…that	we're	in	some		-			Again	it	comes	back	to	my	
personal	view	of	if	there's	a	God,	which	I	believe	there	is,	He's	got	it	in	control	
and	therefore	-	maybe	that's	-	some	will	say	that's	simplistic	and	you	haven't	
got	to	think	about	these	things	and	you're	kind	of	just,	you	know,	putting	your	
head	in	the	sand	but	you	either	believe	that	He's	got	it	all	in	control	which	
He's	done	pretty	well	so	far		-		or	you	think	you	as	this	little	sort-of	human	can	
do	something,	will	make	a	-	probably	a	minor	difference.	I	don't	think	it's	
making	a	big	enough	difference	to	-		It's	almost	as	if,	like,	those	are	people	
trying	to	make	a	bit	of	a	difference,	isn't	it?		It's	sort	of	-	yeah.		It's	a	-	it's	
almost	kind-of	a	rebellious	thing.		It's	saying	we	can	cope	without.		We	don't	
need	a	person	-	again,	I'm	saying	my	view	point	but	-	we	don't	need	a	God.		We	
can	put	this	world	right.		We	can	be	in	control	of	it	and		-		[laughs]	and	I	would	
say,	click	of	the	fingers,	He	could	destroy	it	if	he	wanted	to	so		-			it's	almost	a	
very	small	symbolic,	symbolic	thing	of	rebellion	or	we	can	do	without	you.		
And	actually	in	hindsight,	it	looks	a	-	a	nightmare.		
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Here	the	turbine	as	x-thing	begins	a	trajectory	that	at	first	results	in	a	becoming-
cynical	before	unexpectedly	reacting	with	religious	and	Christian	assemblages,	
resulting	in	a	becoming	that	expresses	prejudice	and	a	challenge	to	the	Christian	
ideals	of	the	visitor.	Calvin	finds	that	the	assemblage	results	in	a	trajectory	that	
brings	into	question	some	of	the	fundamental	beliefs	that	he	holds.	He	sees	God	
as	in	control	and	the	unfolding	of	history	as	part	of	His	plan.	The	actions	of	
individuals	to	prevent	global	warming	–	as	they	are	positing	that	they	are	able	to	
have	some	control	over	the	world,	in	a	sense	to	play	God	–	are	considered	to	be	
‘rebellious’	and	anti-religious.	As	this	trajectory	is	travelled	the	bodies	within	the	
assemblage	are	no	longer	organised	in	the	same	way.		
	
This	reformation	of	assemblages	has	resulted	in	what	was	previously	considered	
to	be	a	‘necessity’	to	now	be	considered	a	‘nightmare’.			
	
Summary	
	
Within	this	final	section	I	have	sought	to	provide	examples	of	becomings	that	
lead	into	an	experience	that	although	display	the	potential	for	creative,	results	in	
something	that	is	unproductive.	Within	these	examples,	the	potential	creative	
nature	within	the	tourist	space	is	revealed	but	is	limited	by	the	intensity	of	the	
becoming.	Here	due	to	the	‘low’	intensity	of	the	formation	the	potential	for	future	
creativity	is	reduced	the	experience	is	less	than	pleasant	for	the	tourist.	This	
results	in	the	decomposition	of	bodies	within	the	assemblage.	
	
As	I	note	in	the	introduction	to	this	section,	these	experiences	can	be	likened	to	
that	described	by	Grit	(2014)	in	the	museum.	Here	he	responds	to	the	objects	
and	bodies	around	him	as	new	assemblages	form.	However,	he	soon	finds	
himself	surrounded	with	people	staring	strangely	at	him	due	to	his	unusual	
behavior,	and	he	is	asked	to	leave	the	museum	by	a	security	guard.	Within	
Deleuzian	terms,	these	becomings	are	ethical	in	that	they	promote	creativity	and	
move	towards	difference,	but	are	less	productive	due	to	the	nature	of	their	
intensity.	Within	a	clinical	setting,	such	experiences	could	be	likened	to	mental	
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illness,	where	the	unity	of	consciousness	collapses	and	the	mind	opens	itself	up	
the	endless	and	infinite	mutations	and	chaos.	Within	the	tourism	setting	this	
instead	relates	to	the	unity	of	the	experience,	resulting	instead	in	the	destruction	
of	the	experience	rather	than	of	the	mind	of	the	mental	patient.		
	
This	suggests	the	need	for	a	sort	of	balance	between	the	potential	within	
becoming-other	and	the	understanding	that	is	gained	through	
reterritorialisation.	Such	understandings	may	be	facilitated	by	the	‘territory’	
within	which	they	occur,	both	in	terms	of	the	tourist	with	a	keen	eye	of	
serendipitous	experiences	and	the	territory	of	the	sightseeing	space	itself,	
providing	a	space	within	which	these	creative	potentials	can	be	explored	and	
examined.		
	
That	is	not	to	say	that	the	possibility	for	black	holes	can	be	entirely	avoided,	but	
argues	the	need	for	a	curated	cabinet	of	curiosities,	organised	in	a	way	to	
facilitate	desiring-production	in	creatively	useful	ways.	
	
This	thesis	will	now	proceed	to	reflect	on	the	results	discussed	above	in	each	of	
the	quadrants	together,	pulling	together	the	various	strands	and	ideas	that	have	
emerged	through	this	analysis	and	considering	the	potential	ideas	that	can	be	
drawn	from	conducting	research	in	this	way.		
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Reflections	of	the	current	analysis	
	
In	this	chapter	the	becomings	of	experiences	in	the	countryside	were	analysed.	
This	analysis	does	not	attempt	to	offer	a	framework	or	a	selection	of	becomings	
that	may	be	accessed	by	the	visitor,	but	rather	aims	to	provide	an	empirical	basis	
to	support	the	argument	that	the	potential	for	these	types	of	becomings	is	
present.	The	ways	in	which	the	types	of	becoming	are	present	are	evidenced	
through	examples	drawing	on	fieldwork	undertaken	in	Nant-Yr-Arian,	an	
attraction	in	Mid	Wales.	It	is	argued	that	this	way	of	thinking	about	experience	
needs	to	be	explored	further	in	tourism	planning	to	consider	how	spaces	of	
sightseeing	can	be	used	to	unlock	their	‘radical’	potential.	
	
Due	to	the	adoption	of	a	Deleuzian	inspired	research	methodology,	a	
schizophrenic	approach	to	analyzing	the	data	is	used.	The	first	stage	of	this	
reflection	includes	a	discussion	of	the	becomings	in	a	format	to	comply	with	the	
research	outcomes	of	the	current	project,	to	comply	with	the	requirements	of	the	
funding	bodies	that	supported	this	research,	and	to	engage	and	comply	with	
discourses	of	academic	research	with	which	this	work	will	seek	to	influence.	The	
work	does	not	seek	to	quantify	the	responses	of	participants,	but	rather	to	
outline	the	forms	of	responses	and	analyse	how	these	may	impact	on	the	tourist	
experience.	A	rejection	of	this	initial	analysis	and	discussion	then	follows,	where	
the	anti-philosophical	considerations	of	this	work	is	discussed,	exploring	the	
potential	empirically	suggested	by	this	work.	This	is	explored	through	Deleuze’s	
concept	of	the	Virtual.		
	
Planned	Habitual	Analysis	(a	Tourist	analysis)	
	
The	study	identified	becomings	that	would	be	expected	to	emerge	as	a	product	of	
the	tourism	planning	and	marketing	of	Nant	Yr	Arian,	as	both	the	site	of	the	
research	and	an	important	tourist	site,	and	indeed	of	the	region	as	a	whole.	Here	
the	tourist	space	has	been	constructed	as	a	site	for	enjoyment.	This	tourist	space	
could	be	analysed	in	Urryian	terms	as	one	constructed	in	line	with	the	Tourist	
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Gaze	–	here	we	could	identify	the	position	of	the	benches	along	the	winding	path	
that	direct	the	eyes	of	the	tourist	over	a	picturesque	landscape	(one	that	is	
modeled	to	Victorian	bourgeois	standards)	or	consider	the	signposted	landscape	
(the	corpse)	that	carves	up	heterogeneous	place	into	discrete	consumable	spaces	
(the	organs)	(Foucault,	1973,	p.	162).	The	tourist	becomings	noted	above	
represent	those	that	would	be	emergent	and	consistent	with	the	discourses	
described	by	Urry	(1990).	Visitors	described	a	becoming	of	retreat,	‘getting	away	
from	it’,	leaving	behind	the	troubles	and	complications	of	the	city	to	experience	a	
more	peaceful	existence	in	the	countryside	and	have	their	desires	met.	The	
landscape	presents	itself	as	a	safe	whole;	opening	itself	up	to	representation	and	
understanding	as	the	tourists	take	pictures	and	consider	environmental	issues.	
The	tourists	here	are	happy	and	the	experience	would	be	likely	to	promote	
repeat	visits	as	tourists	encourage	friends	and	family	to	visit	and	also	enjoy	the	
countryside.	The	wind	turbines	make	a	positive	impact	here	on	the	experience	as	
they	function	as	an	object	to	be	Gazed	upon	by	the	tourist	appearing	as	an	‘organ’	
of	the	dissected	body.	It	appears	as	something	interesting	or	familiar,	emerging	
as	a	modern	version	of	a	windmill	and	offering	reassurance;	or	appears	as	
something	ugly	and	distasteful	as	the	solution	is	clearly	elsewhere.	It	is	in	these	
becomings	that	the	potential	to	explore	the	development	of	wind	energy	tourist	
attractions	within	the	current	discourse	of	tourism	planning	is	demonstrated	–	
however	I	wish	to	argue	that	a	more	productive	(or	radical)	potential	should	be	
explored	through	creative	becomings.		
	
Negative	impacts	in	a	conventional	(tourist)	sense	are	identified	within	
‘disinterest	tourist	becomings’.	Here	the	space	created	by	the	Tourist	Gaze	is	
unsatisfying	and	fails	to	meet	the	desires	of	tourists.	Some	tourists	spoke	
negatively	of	the	turbines,	explaining	that	they	distracted	from	the	view,	catching	
their	eye	as	they	moved	on	the	hillside	and	being	an	interruption	in	an	otherwise	
perfect	picture	–	like	a	blot	or	stain.	Noise	(or	the	perceived	potential	impact	of	
noise)	was	also	a	major	concern	for	tourists.	Indeed,	where	the	interviews	were	
conducted	it	was	not	possible	to	hear	the	noise	of	the	rotating	blades,	but	
nevertheless	tourists	were	anxious	about	the	potential	impact	that	noise	may	
have	on	their	experience.	The	most	unproductive	becoming	noted	was	that	of	the	
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‘annoyed	tourist’.	Here	the	presence	of	the	turbine	stirred	up	feelings	of	anger,	
frustration	and	annoyance,	making	the	visitor	want	to	turn	away	and	head	in	the	
opposite	direction	–	however	here	it	is	not	possible	to	distinguish	if	this	opposite	
direction	is	out	of	Nant	Yr	Arian	or	just	away	from	the	turbine	itself	(maybe	
towards	the	café?).	Sometimes	getting	to	the	root	of	this	annoyance	was	difficult	
but	it	was	possible	to	discover	in	some	cases	that	it	emerged	not	only	from	
subjective	aesthetic	preference,	but	also	from	feelings	of	distrust.	The	annoyed	
tourist	wanted	to	stop	talking	about	wind	turbines,	and	became	frustrated	to	
questioning	and	to	the	research	process	(albeit	not	as	frustrated	as	was	
previously	recorded	in	Genre	1)	–	this	unproductive	quality	may	have	impacts	on	
both	management	requirements	for	a	conventional	tourism	strategy,	as	well	as	a	
radical	one	that	emphasises	productive	creativity.	Quotations	that	record	
negative	responses	to	wind	energy	are	familiar	to	those	that	have	been	found	in	
the	previously	undertaken	perception	based	research	(e.g.	Aitchison,	2012;	
Atkinson,	2006;	Devine-Wright,	2005;	Mori	Scotland,	2002)	and	results	from	the	
present	study	in	Genre	one	(see	page	182).		
	
In	addition	to	these	tourist	becomings,	the	work	utilised	a	participant	led	
methodology	that	allowed	more	unusual,	or	what	is	considered	here	to	be,	
creative	becomings	in	response	to	the	wind	turbines.	This	approach	allowed	
conceptions	of	the	technology	to	be	recorded	that	may	be	overlooked	in	more	
top-down	approaches.	The	research	demonstrates	a	degree	of	play	by	the	
tourists,	playing	with	concepts	of	Place	as	the	landscape	becomes	like	the	
backdrop	to	the	teletubbies	TV	show	and	the	turbines	become	like	toys	on	their	
landscape.	This	idea	of	play	during	the	tourist	experience	has	been	studied	as	
part	of	the	performative	turn	in	tourism	studies,	notably	by	Veijola	and	Jokinen	
(1994:	149)	who	attempt	to	return	the	role	of	the	body	to	tourism	studies.	
Incidentally,	the	current	work	also	seeks	to	continue	drawing	from	this	identified	
absence	in	research	that	considers	embodiment,	but	now	looks	to	the	absence	of	
the	absent-body	(Deleuze	and	Bacon,	2003,	p.	34)	within	sociological	studies	on	
tourism	–	the	absence	of	the	body	without	organs.		
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Visitor	impacts	that	may	be	seen	as	more	negative,	emerge	as	feelings	of	distrust,	
fear	and	uncertainty	in	response	to	the	wind	turbines.	From	a	tourism	
management	perspective,	the	data	is	suggestive	of	the	underlying	processes	that	
influence	perceptions	of	wind	turbine	developments.	Indeed	Wolsink	(2000)	
notes	that	negative	perceptions	of	wind	energy	developments	(specifically	
NIMBY-ism)	emerges	not	from	a	dislike	of	the	technology	but	rather	from	a	
distrust	in	the	science	and	governance	surrounding	the	developments.	Work	has	
also	identified	the	impact	of	a	lack	of	consistent	planning	policy	in	Mid	Wales	and	
a	lack	of	public	engagement	in	the	planning	process	as	having	a	negative	impact	
on	public	perceptions	of	the	technology	(Warren	et	al.,	2005).	These	negative	
perceptions	emerge	in	the	data	as	general	cynicism	and	distrust	in	‘experts’	and	
politicians,	drawing	links	with	recent	scandals	that	have	damaged	public	trust	in	
government	(expenses	scandal,	etc.).	These	results	seem	to	point	towards	an	
argument	for	a	conception	of	turbine	impacts	that	goes	beyond	subjective	
aesthetics	(without	disregarding	it),	considering	the	aesthetic	qualities	of	the	
turbine	to	be	unable	to	be	detached	from	conceptions	of	power	and	politics.	
Furthermore,	conventional	survey	or	interview-based	methodologies	may	fail	to	
recognise	these	aspects	of	turbine	impacts	on	tourism	experience,	and	thus	fail	
to	reveal	the	potential	within	tourism	to	address	these	issues.	It	is	thus	argued	
that	a	more	participatory	and	open	approach	is	needed	to	research	on	this	topic.		
	
Conceptions	of	Virtualities	(a	Nomadic	analysis)	
	
“Philosophy	is	the	theory	of	multiplicities,	each	of	which	is	composed	of	actual	
and	virtual	elements.	Purely	actual	objects	do	not	exist.	Every	actual	surrounds	
itself	with	a	cloud	of	virtual	images”	(Deleuze	and	Parnet,	2002,	p.	148).		
	
To	consider	a	Deleuzian	approach	in	the	current	work	it	is	necessary	to	first	note	
some	ontological	considerations	within	the	framework	used	during	analysis	and	
how	this	relates	to	the	project	that	seeks	to	explore	unexamined	potentialities	
within	tourism.	For	Deleuze	there	is	no	subject	to	experience,	there	is	only	
experience	itself.	Experience	is	in	a	constant	state	of	‘becoming’	made	up	of	both	
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‘virtual’	and	‘actual’	states.	The	movement	of	a	becoming	from	a	virtual	state	into	
an	actual	state	is	referred	to	as	divergent	actualisation.	Actualisation,	however	
should	not	be	seen	as	something	final,	but	rather	as	a	continuous	process	in	
relation	to	the	virtual.	Egyed	(2006)	notes:	‘Virtual’	is	Deleuze’s	name	for	the	
mobile	difference	of	heterogeneous	multiplicities	–	for	dynamic	being.	Actual	
beings	do	not,	in	his	view,	have	separate	existence	apart	from	this	virtual	being.	
They	are,	simply,	temporal	phases	in	the	process	of	its	eternal	actualisation.’	(p.	
81-2).	It	is	here	where	Deleuze’s	methodology	of	transcendental	empiricism	is	
based.	The	transcendental	here	refers	to	the	virtual,	the	real	factors	that	lead	to	
the	genesis	of	a	certain	state	of	affairs	in	real	‘actual’	experience.	A	project	
utilising	this	methodology	thus	seeks	to	analyse	the	fundamental	structures	of	
virtuality	and	how	these	impact	upon	real	experience,	and	thus	is	not	interested	
in	specific	cases	of	actual	experience,	as	these	are	purely	specific	to	the	
conditions	within	which	they	emerge.	Thus	in	a	work	that	seeks	to	continue	a	
trajectory	initiated	by	Deleuzian	non-sense,	actualised	concepts	need	to	be	
acknowledged	for	their	role	in	response	to	emergent	problems.	An	ethical	
research	for	Deleuze	disrupts,	confronts	and	ruptures,	creating	and	permitting	
the	creation	of	thought	that	avoids	responding	predictably	to	problems.	This	is	a	
body	of	research	without	organs,	“permeated	by	unformed,	unstable	matters,	by	
flows	in	all	directions,	by	free	intensities	or	nomadic	singularities,	by	mad	or	
transitory	particles”	(Deleuze	and	Guattari,	2004b,	p.	40)	
	
Massumi	(2002)	paraphrases	Deleuze	in	providing	a	critique	of	the	problems	
with	the	use	of	models	in	cultural	and	literary	theory,	stating	‘[it]	is	not	that	they	
are	too	abstract	to	grasp	the	concreteness	of	the	real.	The	problem	is	that	they	
are	not	abstract	enough	to	grasp	the	real	in	corporeality	of	the	concrete’	(p.5).	
Such	issues	are	inherent	to	the	use	of	any	framework	when	applied	to	new	
context	and	in	new	applications.	Unlike	Grit,	the	becomings	described	in	this	
chapter	cannot	be	placed	firmly	within	each	quadrant	of	the	diagram	and	instead	
I	would	like	to	position	these	becomings	on	a	scale,	emphasising	their	
composition	as	one	of	continuous	movement	–	this	movement	may	last	a	second	
or	could	extend	beyond	the	temporal	confines	of	the	research.	In	addition,	
considering	these	becomings	as	spatial	movements	is	also	problematic	and	is	
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provided	only	to	enable	a	framework	for	these	movements	to	be	written	down.	
Instead	these	movements	should	be	considered	to	run	coincidently,	alternating	
in	frequency	and	intensity	as	connection	between	assemblages	are	formed	and	
broken,	inside	and	outside	of	each	other.		Thus	the	categorisation	of	becomings	
above	reflects	recognition	of	an	underlying	creative	potential	(or	possible	lack	
thereof)	suggested	within	the	becoming,	a	potential	that	may	not	be	equal	
amongst	all	becomings	noted	but	is	nevertheless	suggestive	of	the	qualities	of	
the	category	to	which	it	belongs.		
	
It	is	also	important	to	note	the	deeply	interpretative	nature	of	the	current	
analysis.	The	determination	of	the	degree	of	creativity	within	a	becoming	does	
have	subjective	qualities	but	in	line	with	a	Deleuzian	approach	these	
classifications	aim	not	to	be	descriptive	but	rather	seek	to	argue	that	an	
underlying/hidden/apparent	potential	for	multiplicity	lies	within	the	core	of	
these	becomings.	In	addition,	the	true	‘result’	or	analysis	seeks	not	to	produce	a	
list	of	potential	becomings,	or	a	list	of	potential	roles	that	the	tourist	(or	tourism	
manager)	can	assume/produce	but	rather	seeks	to	empirically	show	the	
potential	for	creative	becomings	within	tourism	(it	is	noted	earlier	that	Deleuze	
would	ask	the	question	of	‘where?’	rather	than	of	‘what?’).	This	too	can	be	said	of	
the	categorisation	of	these	creative	becomings,	which	are	present	to	enable	the	
analysis	allowing	for	the	empirical	argument	of	this	result	to	be	made.	These	
categories	do	not	seek	to	provide	an	exhaustive	list	of	possible	positions,	but	
rather	result	from	a	trajectory	that	emerges	after	an	encounter	with	
contemporary	work	utilising	Deleuzian	philosophy	alongside	social	science	
research,	a	concept	inscribed	on	a	personal	plane	of	immanence.	Rather	than	
being	valued	for	their	descriptive	quality,	these	concepts	are	explored	for	their	
productive	quality	and	thus	find	familiarity	with	anti-philosophy.	In	addition,	the	
productive	potential	of	these	concepts	lies	in	the	opportunities	they	offer	to	be	
revised	and	expanded,	as	themselves	they	function	as	the	X-thing	opening	the	
door	to	a	trajectory	that	may	be	unexpected.			
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Chapter	6:	Engaging	in	Crystalisation	
	
Within	this	chapter	I	will	now	seek	to	bring	together	the	ways	of	knowing	that	
have	been	explored	within	the	current	work,	noting	the	contributions	that	this	
study	will	make	to	the	field.	This	chapter	will	seek	to	explore	instances	of	
similarity	and	instances	of	confrontation	within	the	data	that	has	been	collected.	
This	is	presented	below	as	three	themes	that	I	have	drawn	from	the	work.	
Within	each	of	the	themes,	I	draw	from	the	various	forms	of	knowing	within	the	
project	and	in	positioning	them	alongside	each	other	attempt	to	draw	ideas	that	
may	inform	future	work.	Each	theme	is	made	up	of	data	collected	during	the	
Genre,	theoretical	discussions	and	my	own	personal	reflections	to	the	process.	
Ellingson	(2009),	notes	that	although	this	‘debriefing’	is	not	always	necessary,	it	
is	can	be	highly	useful	to	the	reader,	“you	debrief	your	readers	with	your	
thoughts	on	some	of	the	ways	in	which	you	think	your	representations	fit	
together”	(original	emphasis,	p.	113).	Within	this	debriefing	she	suggests	the	
intention	is	not	to	present	a	solid	summary	or	conclusion	as	to	what	the	results	
may	suggest,	but	rather	to	deconstruct,	problematise	and	question	the	individual	
meaning	of	each	representation	and	how	these	representations	may	fit	together:	
	
“I	commonly	offer	explicit	connections	among	the	pieces	of	my	work	as	yet	
another	facet	of	the	crystal	through	which	readers	may	encounter	the	text.	I	do	
not	see	these	as	limiting	readers’	interpretations	but	as	providing	more	food	for	
thought.”	(p.	113).	
	
Thus	it	is	important	to	note	that	although	the	current	chapter	seeks	to	explore	
some	of	the	themes	that	emerge	throughout	the	current	work,	these	are	not	
definitive	conclusions	but	rather	function	as	a	further	text	to	be	analysed	
alongside	the	other	sides	of	the	‘crystal’.	Indeed,	I	wish	to	assert	this	by	including	
my	own	reflections	and	personal	responses	to	the	data	in	the	analysis,	and	it	is	
possible	that	the	reader	may	disagree	with	the	way	that	the	data	has	been	
(dis)organised.	I	first	wish	to	outline	the	genres	that	were	utilised	in	the	current	
work	and	discuss	their	role	in	addressing	the	research	questions.		
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Genre	1	utilised	a	survey	approach	supported	by	a	semi-structured	interview.	
This	approach	sought	to	analyse	the	potential	impacts	from	wind	energy	
developments	through	a	post-positivist	approach,	reusing	questions	that	were	
already	present	within	the	literature	and	problematising	the	usefulness	of	these	
questions	through	a	semi-structured	interview	and	critical	analysis.	Using	a	
photo-elicitation	method,	responses	to	the	wind	energy	developments	were	
recorded.	However,	the	authenticity	of	these	responses	was	questioned	due	to	
effectiveness	of	the	use	of	photomontage	images,	and	due	to	issues	of	participant	
distrust	in	the	technology	and	the	research	project	itself.	Drawing	on	previous	
research,	this	approach	sought	to	consider	the	potential	to	develop	a	response	to	
climate	concerns	within	tourism,	exploring	the	interest	of	participants	in	visiting	
a	visitor	attraction	developed	around	a	wind	turbine	development	as	seen	in	
Whitelee	Wind	Farm.	Although	useful	data	for	the	funders	for	the	current	
project,	this	approach	limits	the	way	that	the	wind	energy	development	and	
tourism	may	be	strategically	applied	within	a	climate	change	mitigation	strategy.	
In	order	to	move	beyond	this	limitation,	the	next	empirical	strategy	sought	to	
further	analyse	the	way	that	people	engage	with	the	turbines	and	how	this	
engagement	could	be	applied	within	a	strategy	to	work	towards	addressing	the	
impending	climate	crisis.		
	
Genre	3	sought	to	address	the	same	questions	as	the	aforementioned	approach,	
however	it	adopted	a	different	strategy	and	sought	to	answer	these	questions	in	
a	different	way	in	the	hope	of	addressing	the	problems	with	Genre	1.	Using	a	
more	interpretivist	approach,	I	sought	to	address	the	issues	that	emerge	from	
the	initial	genre,	moving	beyond	the	limitations	imposed	through	the	adoption	of	
commonly	used	methodologies	to	investigate	this	issue	within	the	literature.	
Research	question	2	here	takes	prominence	over	research	question	1,	as	I	begin	
to	look	at	the	way	people	‘respond’	to	the	turbine	developments	instead	of	
considering	the	potential	‘impacts’.	Here	the	potential	within	tourism	is	explored	
at	a	more	fundamental	level,	exploring	if	these	encounters	with	wind	turbines	
offer	the	potential	for	people	to	think	differently	about	the	environment	and	
climate	and	if	this	thinking	is	productive		
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Although	not	a	genre	of	research,	I	also	wish	for	the	theoretical	work	that	has	
been	undertaken	to	be	considered	one	side	of	the	research	crystal	and	have	so	
considered	this	genre	2.	This	genre	also	charts	my	development	as	a	researcher,	
as	I	explore	some	of	the	political	issues	that	surround	environmental	concerns,	
and	build	on	these	issues	to	consider	how	a	mitigation	strategy	based	within	
tourism	may	appear.	These	political	issues	are	largely	based	on	a	Marxist	
conception	of	Nature	and	Ecology.	Within	this	theoretical	chapter	I	also	address	
issues	relating	to	the	conduct	of	the	research	process	itself.	Early	research	
identified	feelings	of	distrust	that	led	to	the	development	of	a	more	participant-
led	approach	in	order	to	avoid	reproducing	this	distrust.	Through	an	analysis	of	
the	literature	I	here	consider	how	a	research	approach	can	be	both	politically	
progressive	without	being	dictatorial	in	its	requirements.		
	
In	order	to	provide	an	opportunity	for	productive	analysis,	a	number	of	possible	
crystalisations	are	presented	below	as	themes	of	the	project	that	have	emerged	
from	the	research.		
	
Theme	1:	Creativity,	the	Unexpected	and	the	Turbine	as	X-thing	
	
Central	to	the	work	(although	emerging	within	the	second	half	of	the	project)	
was	the	importance	for	unplanned	and	unexpected	events,	and	the	potential	for	
the	wind	turbine	to	create	this	possibility.	This	potential	for	creativity	emerges	
as	of	greater	primary	concern,	than	explicitly	addressing	environmental	
concerns	in	order	to	avoid	privileging	certain	forms	of	engagement.	The	turbine	
functions	as	Grit’s	X-thing	in	two	respects,	first	as	the	provocative	object	for	
participants	in	the	study	identified	in	Genre	3	but	also	as	my	own	X-thing,	
opening	up	opportunities	for	my	own	new	engagements	with	the	world.			
At	the	project’s	core	this	creativity	is	represented	in	the	analytical	processes	that	
I	am	currently	working	with,	within	the	methodology	of	crystalisation	that	is	
employed	at	the	core	of	this	text.	Following	Deleuze’s	ontology	of	immanence,	
this	process	seeks	to	consider	and	reorganise	the	affects,	assemblages	and	
concepts	that	make	up	the	world	around	us.	By	reorganising	these	connections,	
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new	ways	of	seeing	the	world	can	appear	(or	to	adopt	the	context	of	the	current	
study,	new	ways	of	looking	at	the	problem	and	developing	solutions	can	appear)	
and	rather	than	seeking	fixed	responses	and	conclusive	answers	(that	may	not	
exist),	the	approach	seeks	to	look	for	stories	that	ring	true,	resonate,	engage,	and	
move.	
	
This	approach	emerges	in	contrast	to	previous	studies	that	have	situated	
participants	within	a	more	passive	role.	These	previous	studies	have	adopted	a	
more	survey	led	or	more	positivist	based	approach	such	as	that	employed	within	
Genre	1.	This	is	likely	a	result	of	funding	that	has	allowed	for	these	previous	
projects	to	be	undertaken,	as	they	are	noted	to	be	often	funded	by	NGO	or	
Government	Organisations	and	would	thus	require	generalisable	and	results	that	
are	able	to	fit	within	a	preexisting	narrative.	Low	and	Everett	(2014)	have	
pointed	to	the	difficulties	when	working	with	funding	partners.	Indeed,	the	need	
for	communicable	and	‘useful’	results	for	the	funding	partners	was	also	an	issue	
within	the	present	study	and	led	to	the	approach	taken	in	Genre	1,	but	the	
flexibility	within	the	PhD	project	allowed	for	a	greater	degree	of	researcher	
autonomy	and	control.	The	methodological	problems	within	these	studies	has	
already	been	noted	earlier	in	the	project,	where	I	note	issues	with	Willingness	to	
Pay	and	Contingent	Valuation	approaches	and	address	limitations	within	specific	
studies	within	the	literature.	Within	these	approaches	participant	responses	are	
limited	either	by	the	questions	asked	or	through	the	analysis	itself	-	respondents	
can	find	themselves	reduced	to	ticking	boxes	on	an	issue	that	is	very	important	
to	them,	or	despite	being	asked	open-ended	questions	find	their	voices	limited	
by	the	researcher	during	the	analysis	of	the	data.		
	
Within	phase	1	and	the	literature	review	it	is	argued	that	this	approach	may	be	
both	limiting	the	potentially	useful	data	available	and	may	be	contributing	
towards	feelings	of	distrust	and	alienation.	In	part	this	has	been	argued	to	be	a	
result	of	market	led	approaches	to	renewable	energy	development,	allowing	the	
domination	by	larger	businesses	(Malon,	2006)	and	due	to	a	lack	of	
consideration	for	local	concerns	(McKenzie-Hedger,	1995).	Despite	this,	local	
support	for	developments	is	a	significant	issue	and	can	often	mean	the	difference	
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between	the	acceptance	and	rejection	of	a	project	application	(Toke,	2002).	A	
lack	of	clear	government	policy	also	reinforced	this	distrust	(Warren	et	al.,	2005)	
resulting	in	conflict	between	the	media	and	numerous	lobby	groups	as	they	
sought	to	push	their	own	agenda	and	influence	public	discourse.	In	Wales	other	
issues	involving	Welsh	identity	were	revealed,	highlighting	the	continuing	
relevance	of	past	events	at	Tryweryn.	Within	genre	3,	the	flooding	of	Tryweryn	
was	mentioned	explicitly	by	some	participants,	who	related	the	development	of	
wind	turbines	in	Mid	Wales	to	the	flooding	of	the	valley	to	provide	water	for	
Liverpool	in	1960.	It	is	clear	both	from	the	literature	review	and	from	discussing	
these	issues	with	participants	in	the	study	that	there	is	a	real	feeling	of	a	lack	of	
benefit	for	local	communities	that	are	in	proximity	to	the	proposed	
developments.		
	
Considering	these	issues	and	the	remit	of	the	current	study	to	research	the	
impacts	of	wind	energy	developments	and	to	explore	opportunities	for	
engagement	with	climate	science,	a	methodology	was	required	that	would	
attempt	to	work	beyond	these	concerns.	In	order	to	do	this,	it	was	proposed	that	
participant	led	methodologies	may	offer	the	potential	to	work	with	the	issues	felt	
by	participants	providing	an	opportunity	for	the	production	of	new	research	
data,	whilst	addressing	feelings	of	distrust	(or	at	least	avoiding	the	reproduction	
of	feelings	of	distrust)	in	an	effort	to	explore	possibilities	to	work	beyond	these	
barriers.	In	order	to	address	these	issues	it	was	essential	that	any	analysis	
retained	the	voice	of	the	participants	and	avoided	privileging	certain	forms	of	
responses	and	forms	of	data	that	could	be	collected.	It	is	for	this	reason	that	the	
current	study	adopts	a	methodology	of	crystalisation,	which	in	turn	influenced	
the	analytical	strategy	employed	within	Genre	3.			
	
The	value	of	‘creativity’	was	seen	as	not	only	allowing	for	a	democratised	
research	approach,	but	also	to	open	up	a	space	for	thinking	about	nature	and	our	
environment	differently.	Within	Genre	2,	I	explore	these	latter	ideas	further,	
drawing	on	the	research	journey	that	led	to	me	exploring	the	productive	
potential	of	thinking	‘creatively’	about	ecology	and	environment.		These	ideas	
are	explored	further	in	theme	2	below	and	here	I	wish	to	return	to	the	use	of	
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creativity	within	the	research	process	and	the	role	of	the	turbine	as	X-thing	
(drawing	on	the	terminology	utilised	by	Grit,	2012).	Within	crystalisation,	a	
number	of	research	strategies	from	contrasting	epistemologies	are	utilised	
alongside	one	another	in	a	way	that	could	not	usually	be	possible.	This	approach	
seeks	to	combine	the	goals	of	artistic/impressionist	approaches	in	unraveling	
accepted	truths	and	to	explore	the	specific	aspects	of	the	experience	whilst	also	
exploring	the	pragmatic	implications	for	practitioners	which	may	be	considered	
as	a	quality	of	a	more	middle	ground	approach.	I	aim	to	generate	interpretations	
from	the	data	that	is	collected,	exploring	the	data	from	various	angles	to	
generate	new	ideas	about	the	world	(currently	expressed	within	the	current	
chapter	as	a	number	of	‘themes’	of	the	work).	These	interpretations	are	not	
definitive	and	readers	may	disagree	and	emerge	with	their	own	conclusions	
based	on	the	data	and	the	research	presented.	In	this	way	the	work	seeks	not	
only	to	be	creative	but	also	to	inspire	creativity	in	others,	creating	opportunities	
for	new	debates	and	new	ways	of	conducting	research.	In	it’s	multi-genre	
approach	this	strategy	avoided	privileging	certain	forms	of	data	collection	that	
may	exclude	some	potential	participants	in	the	work	and	allows	for	the	data	to	
be	accessible	to	as	wide	a	demographic	as	possible.	Indeed,	on	page	130,	I	
discuss	the	value	of	including	a	wide	range	of	participants	actively	within	the	
research	process	drawing	on	the	example	of	Aids	trails	provided	in	Epstein	
(1995).	I	too	also	to	explore	the	opportunity	to	work	beyond	feelings	of	distrust,	
and	thus	required	an	approach	that	is	inclusive	and	open.		
	
This	was	facilitated	by	the	research	methodology	of	Genre	3	where	instead	of	
seeking	to	interpret	the	text	in	a	conventional	sense,	I	use	data	collected	during	
interviews	with	participants	to	chart	themes	and	movements	(the	‘becomings’).	
Here	I	sought	to	avoid	interpreting	the	text	to	find	hidden	messages,	and	instead	
presented	the	words	of	participants	as	they	were	presented	to	me	in	the	field.		
The	interpretation	that	is	conducted	draws	links	between	different	sections	of	
speech	(or	different	becomings),	thus	charting	my	own	becomings	on	engaging	
with	the	text	as	well	as	those	of	my	participants.	In	doing	this,	the	voices	that	are	
represented	are	not	dissected	and	interrogated	(as	in	a	psychosocial	
methodology)	but	are	presented	as	a	recorded	snapshots	of	an	interaction.	Using	
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a	framework	developed	by	Grit,	I	apply	and	explore	the	expressions	of	the	
participants	in	my	fieldwork,	in	order	to	provoke	the	interactions	for	productive	
potential.	Indeed,	this	analysis	is	deeply	interpretive	and	personal,	but	I	have	
sought	to	justify	my	reasoning	and	clearly	outline	my	processes.	Furthermore,	
through	the	utilisation	of	this	framework	I	am	able	to	accommodate	responses	
that	may	be	excluded	in	other	research	methodologies,	representing	data	that	
may	be	unusual	or	considered	without	value	in	alternative	research	approaches.	
Within	my	analysis	it	is	sometimes	these	unusual	responses	that	were	
interesting	as	they	identified	possibilities	for	opportunities	of	thinking	differently	
that	can	emerge	when	confronted	with	the	wind	turbine.		
	
From	data	collected	within	Genre	3	it	is	clear	that	turbine	has	the	possibility	to	
function	as	the	X-thing.	Just	as	the	lion	entering	the	scene	for	Grit,	the	emergence	
of	the	turbine	over	the	hill	for	my	participant	walkers	has	the	potential	to	disrupt	
and	disorganise	the	assemblages	within	the	scene.	Opportunities	for	‘becoming-
other’	emerge,	exemplified	within	the	data	through	the	stories	told	by	
participants	in	‘becoming	a	child’	or	‘becoming	old	and	judged’.	Here	unexpected	
responses	emerge	that	are	not	constructed	by	the	tourist	space,	an	opportunity	
is	created	for	deterritorialisation,	as	new	assemblages	are	created	and	meanings	
open	themselves	to	change.	Of	particular	interest	within	the	analysis	were	these	
becomings	that	open	themselves	up	to	further	deterritorialisation	as	they	
promote	further	creation	of	new	assemblages	in	line	with	tourist	desire.	I	refer	
to	these	as	high	intensity	creative	becomings.	Beyond	genre	3,	the	turbine	can	
also	be	considered	as	an	X-thing	within	the	research	project	itself,	as	I	reflect	on	
the	role	of	the	turbine	in	my	own	journey.	The	appearance	of	the	turbine	
provoked	me	to	read,	study	and	reflect	more	on	the	assumptions	that	I	make	
when	conducting	research.	Indeed,	I	am	now	a	very	different	researcher	and	
person,	three	years	on	after	first	visiting	the	turbines	in	Nant	Yr	Arian.	I	have	
attempted	to	display	this	within	the	current	project,	exploring	the	different	
avenues	that	I	have	visited	within	the	project,	often	leading	to	a	dead	end	(e.g.	
looking	at	potential	within	psychoanalysis	as	a	research	approach,	exploring	
WTP	and	CV	techniques,	developing	walking	methodologies	and	photographic	
techniques).	I	have	tried	to	avoid	presenting	the	current	document	as	a	coherent	
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whole,	as	in	truth	it	represents	a	disjointed	journey,	with	bumps	in	the	road	and	
unexpected	deviations.	There	are	many	unexpected	assemblages	that	have	been	
created	and	dismantled	following	the	appearance	of	the	first	turbine	in	2011.		
	
Theme	2:	Opportunities	for	personal	reflection	on	ecological	issues	
	
	
This	project	opened	up	the	opportunity	for	my	own	personal	reflection	on	
ecological	issues,	but	also	demonstrated	the	potential	for	reflection	for	all	within	
spaces	of	travel.	Within	this	space,	being	confronted	with	a	wind	turbine	made	
some	participants	think	and	discuss	the	issues	of	wind	energy	and	climate	
change	either	amongst	themselves	as	a	group	of	travellers	or	individually	during	
the	interview.	Additionally,	the	work	opened	a	space	for	my	own	reflection	and	
theoretical	explorations	on	ecological	issues	and	addressing	these	issues	within	
a	research	framework.	This	is	represented	within	the	current	text	that	charts	my	
own	journey	in	searching	for	productive	opportunities	within	tourism,	and	
developing	a	response	to	the	growing	threat	of	climate	change	within	the	
humanities.			
	
Within	Genre	1,	the	potential	to	develop	a	response	within	tourism	to	climate	
change	is	addressed	directly.	Visitors	were	asked	if	they	would	be	interested	in	
visiting	a	wind	farm	visitor	centre	where	they	would	be	able	to	learn	more	about	
the	wind	farm	developments	and	environmental	issues.		Visitors	who	were	
staying	locally	to	visit	for	an	extended	period	of	time	(in	contrast	to	day	visitors	
and	those	travelling	through	an	area)	showed	greater	interest	(53%	were	
‘interested’	or	‘very	interested’).	Sixty	four	per	cent	of	residents	interviewed	
were	also	‘interested’	or	‘very	interested’,	however	this	is	unreliable	due	to	a	
small	sample	size	(=14).	Participants	also	noted	an	interest	in	the	opportunity	to	
reduce	their	carbon	footprint	whilst	on	their	holiday,	however	this	interest	
decreased	when	they	were	required	to	pay	a	greater	price.	It	was	also	possible	to	
consider	the	potential	within	a	wind	farm	visitor	centre	from	the	data	obtained	
from	the	site	visit	and	staff	interviews	at	Whitelee	Wind	Farm,	Scotland.	At	the	
site	on	the	outskirts	of	Glasgow	visitors	are	able	to	get	up	close	to	the	turbines	
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and	take	part	in	activities	such	as	Tai	Chai,	cycling	and	crafts.	There	is	also	a	
highly	successful	interactive	exhibit	that	seeks	to	inform	visitors	about	the	
technology.	The	managers	that	were	interviewed	also	noted	a	number	of	‘regular	
customers’	who	often	visit	to	enjoy	the	facilities	and	the	scenery	suggesting	a	
potential	for	these	initially	intrusive	objects	to	become	part	of	the	daily	lives	of	
members	of	the	local	communities.	The	centre	has	also	forced	new	connections	
to	be	developed	between	the	private	and	public	sector,	opening	up	new	
possibilities	for	collaboration	and	engagement.	SPR	noted	during	interviews	that	
their	lack	of	experience	in	creating	a	visitor	centre	required	that	they	seek	
support	from	the	Glasgow	Science	Centre.	A	partnership	with	the	RSPB	has	also	
been	established,	likely	in	response	to	popular	conceptions	of	damage	to	native	
bird	populations	from	wind	turbine	developments,	further	strengthening	the	
centres	scientific	basis	and	offering	as	an	educational	resource.		
	
Genre	3	built	on	these	initial	results	as	the	interactions	that	could	take	place	at	
such	a	visitor	centre	were	explored	and	analysed.	Through	a	participant	led	
interview	approach,	participants	discussed	their	responses	to	the	turbines	on	
the	landscape	and	these	interactions	were	analysed.	Here	using	a	methodology	
drawing	on	Deleuzian	philosophy,	the	potential	within	these	interactions	are	
analysed.	Here	the	analysis	does	not	seek	to	understand	what	these	interactions	
may	mean,	but	rather	ask	-	what	is	it	possible	for	these	interactions	to	do?	And	
thus,	what	opportunities	do	face-to-face	interactions	with	wind	turbines	offer	
(like	that	from	visiting	a	visitor	centre)	for	people,	and	do	they	make	people	
think	differently	about	the	environment,	wind	energy	and	climate	change?		
	
These	sorts	of	thoughts	emerge	as	both	‘planned	habitual	becomings’	and	more	
nomadic	and	creative	becomings.	There	were	a	number	of	visitors	who	
expressed	their	reflections	on	the	environment,	either	positively	(a	pro-turbine	
stance)	or	negatively	(either	an	anti-turbine	stance	or	a	distrust	in	climate	
science).	For	some	the	real	life	appearance	of	the	turbines	only	helped	to	support	
their	position,	but	for	others	standing	face-to-face	with	the	turbines	helped	to	
alleviate	their	fears	and	the	worries	they	previously	had	about	noise,	visual	
impact,	etc.	Through	the	use	of	the	Deleuzian	methodology,	more	unusual	
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responses	could	be	recorded	and	considered.	Some	of	these	unusual	responses	
suggest	the	possibility	for	more	creative	thinking	that	may	open	up	the	
possibility	about	thinking	about	ecology	and	the	environment	in	new	ways.	For	
example,	for	some	participants	becoming	face	to	face	with	the	turbines	allowed	
them	to	engage	differently	with	the	technology	in	a	new	way,	seeing	them	
through	the	eyes	of	the	child	or	seeing	them	as	mysterious	objects	that	provoked	
thought.	For	these	participants	it	is	possible	that	this	new	way	of	seeing	may	
open	up	the	possibility	for	them	to	begin	to	reconsider	the	way	they	relate	to	
their	environment	and	the	world	around	them.	During	analysis	I	also	refer	to	the	
idea	of	‘intensity’	and	revealed	the	possibility	for	high	intensity	becomings	in	
these	interactions.	These	interactions	are	especially	important	as	they	revealed	a	
potential	for	new	ways	of	thinking	and	being	in	the	world	to	emerge	and	for	this	
process	to	continue	as	one	newly	formed	assemblage	leads	to	another.	Here	
assemblages	are	constantly	created	and	destroyed,	as	bodies	reorganise	
themselves	in	space,	creating	a	chain	reaction	that	may	lead	to	unexpected	
results	–	just	as	the	fall	of	one	domino	can	trigger	a	surprising	chain	reaction	in	a	
Rube	Goldberg	machine.		
	
The	theoretical	work	in	Genre	2	sought	to	search	for	and	develop	an	opportunity	
for	ecological	critique	from	within	the	literature.	Here,	I	ask	‘why	do	we	need	to	
resist?’	and	develop	an	argument	for	a	consideration	of	ecology	that	builds	on	a	
Marxist	conception	of	Nature.	Through	this,	I	argue	that	an	ethical	conception	of	
ecology	needs	to	look	beyond	forms	of	ethical	consumption	that	emerge	from	
neoliberal	capitalism,	and	towards	a	radical	green	agenda	that	has	anti-
capitalism	roots.	Any	opportunities	for	this	form	of	ecology	that	can	emerge	from	
within	the	tourism	experience	thus	needs	to	emerge	from	the	moments	within	
this	space	that	provoke	self-reflection	and	awareness	on	the	limitations	of	the	
current	economic	system.	Initially	I	explored	these	ideas	through	the	conception	
of	the	Gaze	proffered	by	MacCannell,	as	his	idea	of	the	third	gaze	suggested	a	
potential	within	tourism	where	tourist	desire	demands	more	than	can	be	offered	
within	the	experience.	Here	I	considered	the	potential	for	this	desire	to	create	a	
space	for	critique	through	a	more	orthodox	reading	of	Lacan’s	Gaze,	alongside	
Z ižek’s	recent	work	to	politicise	the	Lacanian	text.	Despite	offering	the	potential	
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for	political	critique,	the	result	is	limiting	within	the	current	project,	as	although	
illuminating	the	potential	within	desire,	this	potential	becomes	limited	within	
the	confines	of	psychoanalytical	theory.	To	fully	liberate	this	potential,	I	turned	
to	the	work	of	Deleuze	and	Guattari	and	their	critique	of	psychoanalysis.	
Through	this	approach,	I	provide	a	theoretical	basis	to	the	project	and	argue	that	
a	potential	within	the	tourist	space	exists	due	to	the	nature	of	capitalist	desire	
itself.	Deleuze	and	Guattari’s	critique	sees	a	reversal	and	liberation	of	desire,	
where	rather	than	being	something	to	be	overcome	or	contained	within	
psychoanalysis	(the	desire	is	the	symptom	of	capitalism),	desire	becomes	the	
source	of	change	itself	and	by	exploring	the	moments	where	desire	becomes	
liberating	we	may	find	moments	to	enhance	or	exploit	to	provoke	change.	Linked	
within	all	these	processes	has	been	my	own	personal	journey	as	I	have	sought	to	
reflect	on	ecological	issues	and	social	research.	The	project	came	with	challenges	
as	I	sought	to	develop	an	approach	that	was	both	politically	conscious,	but	was	
able	to	meet	the	requirements	of	my	funding	partners.	I	approached	the	project	
with	the	intention	to	develop	a	critique	of	the	prevailing	conceptions	of	wind	
energy	and	tourism.	Theoretically,	my	approach	to	this	research	has	matured	as	I	
became	more	familiar	with	contemporary	theoretical	approaches	that	went	
beyond	my	foundation	in	Eco-Marxism,	and	rather	than	merely	critiquing	
prevailing	systems	I	began	to	consider	the	possibility	to	develop	a	positive	
approach	that	sought	to	explore	opportunities	for	a	productive	potential	within	
these	prevailing	systems.	In	order	to	avoid	reproducing	systems	of	power	and	
domination	this	critique	becomes	less	explicit	and	directed	towards	climate	or	
economic	issues	–	and	more	about	exploring	opportunities	for	ways	of	thinking	
that	may	lead	to	creating	opportunities	to	challenge	or	exist	outside	(or	maybe	
‘visit	a	place	outside)	of	dominant	public	discourses	or	prevailing	ideologies.	
Through	the	use	of	the	theories	adopted	in	the	current	project,	an	approach	was	
developed	that	is	able	to	offer	this	liberating	potential.	These	ideas	are	discussed	
within	the	theoretical	chapters	where	a	line	of	flight	through	the	academic	text	is	
charting	as	this	liberating	methodology	is	developed.		
	
In	addition	to	being	theoretically	liberating,	a	methodology	was	required	that	
was	open	to	participant	engagement	and	would	avoid	privileging	certain	forms	
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of	knowledge.	Initially	I	sought	to	explore	this	through	psychoanalysis	in	
response	to	the	literature	but	found	this	limiting	–	this	is	discussed	on	page	80.	
This	strategy	failed	at	offering	a	true	liberating	potential,	instead	replacing	one	
system	of	thought	with	another,	with	a	theory	that	at	times	can	resemble	a	
sacred	text.	Complying	with	this	text	offers	the	possibility	for	productive	
engagement,	but	requires	a	leap	of	faith	as	such	a	possibility	cannot	be	
empirically	shown.	To	move	beyond	this,	I	aimed	to	develop	an	approach	that	
works	beyond	the	structures	and	approaches	developed	from	psychoanalysis	but	
reframes	them	in	a	way	that	is	open	and	avoids	theoretically	dogmatic	based	
interpretation.	By	doing	this	I	have	sought	to	work	with	the	positive	aspects	of	
psychoanalysis	and	address	what	I	saw	as	limitations.		
	
I	have	also	been	made	aware	of	my	own	limitations	through	this	research	
journey.	On	becoming	aware	of	my	limited	understands	of	the	topic,	I	passed	
through	phases	of	resentment	and	defiance,	then	resignation	and	surrender,	and	
finally	purpose	and	intent.	Within	psychoanalytical	frameworks,	this	phase	of	
resignation	emerged	as	the	limit	of	possible	understanding,	and	led	to	a	search	
elsewhere	where	I	found	more	productive	approaches	in	contrasting	theoretical	
frameworks.	These	later	frameworks	were	liberating	as	they	proposed	an	
understanding	of	creativity	and	freedom	(unlike	the	frameworks	that	encourage	
and	require	submission	with	psychoanalysis)	and	promote	an	understanding	of	
the	world	that	is	personal	and	full	of	movement.	Indeed,	I	am	no	less	sure	of	the	
correct	approach	to	ecology	and	neither	do	I	fully	reject	or	embrace	the	
possibilities	of	wind	energy	–	but	now	I	am	able	to	propose	an	approach	that	
may	find	possibilities	for	new	ways	of	doing	research	or	of	thinking	about	the	
world	that	might	lead	to	these	answers,	and	acknowledges	the	essential	role	that	
others	will	play	in	this	journey.		
	
Although	the	framework	that	was	used	within	the	current	study	may	be	
reproduced	and	may	assist	other	researchers	–	the	study	aims	not	to	provide	a	
template,	but	rather	to	function	as	an	‘x-thing’	in	it’s	own	right.	Building	on	Grit’s	
(2012)	work,	I	adapted	the	model	he	utilised	to	be	specific	to	the	current	study	
and	its	aims	(providing	a	method	that	produced	data	that	will	be	useful	to	
270	
	
funders,	and	one	can	analyse	data	that	is	created	with	participants	in	contrast	to	
the	ethnographic	approach	in	Grit’s	work);	whilst	also	aiming	to	look	beyond	
(linking	these	approaches	to	a	more	explicitly	political	project	and	being	open	to	
the	unexpected).	Here	the	potential	that	emerges	from	this	project	for	future	
research(ers)	is	not	necessarily	in	the	methods	and	approaches	that	have	been	
developed,	maybe	not	even	the	ideas	that	have	emerged	from	the	research,	but	
rather	in	the	opening	up	that	can	occur	from	the	work	–	the	new	ideas	that	may	
emerge	from	the	introduction	of	the	ideas	within	the	current	project	into	the	
academic	discourse.	This	project	in	its	written	form	represents	the	charting	of	a	
number	of	becomings,	some	very	personal,	and	it	aims	to	begin	a	trajectory	that	
will	continue	beyond	the	text	in	my	work	(and	possibly	in	the	work	of	future	
researchers	who	seek	to	adopt	a	complementary	approach).			
	
Theme	3:	The	fascism	in	us	all	
	
Lastly,	I	wish	to	allude	to	Foucault	in	his	preface	for	Anti-Oedipus,	where	he	
refers	to	the	lure	of	power	within	ones	own	personal	discourse.	Here	he	refers	
not	only	to	‘power’	in	a	traditional	sense	(as	the	domination	of	one	person	over	
another,	of	the	power	represented	in	positions	of	authority)	(pg.	xiv-xv)	but	also	
the	internal	need	for	domination	over	knowledge	and	understanding.	It	is	this	
domination	that	Anti-Oedipus	seeks	to	overcome,	to	open	a	possibility	for	people	
to	start	asking	new	questions	and	thinking	differently.	This	project	brought	to	
the	surface	feelings	of	totalising	paranoia	in	its	participants	(including	myself)	
and	represented	my	own	overcoming	of	this	need	for	complete	and	whole	
understandings.	The	project	identified	these	moments	of	‘fascism’	over	discourse	
as	participants	sought	to	preserve	a	conception	of	landscape	that	has	never	
existed.	Navigating	these	ideas	whilst	preserving	my	own	political	aspirations	for	
the	work	proved	difficult,	but	through	difference	the	project	identified	productive	
potential	for	both	myself	as	researcher	and	for	the	participants	of	the	study.				
	
This	domination	over	understanding	is	exemplified	in	the	statements	of	the	
Countryside	Council	for	Wales	and	the	Campaign	for	the	Protection	of	Rural	
Wales,	who	hold	a	privileged	and	fetishised	conception	of	the	Welsh	countryside.	
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Here	the	wind	turbines	represent	a	potential	intrusion	into	a	landscape	that	they	
consider	‘natural’	and	‘wild’.	Although	there	is	a	significance	in	having	a	personal	
and	subjective	relationship	with	the	Welsh	landscape,	declaring	one	version	of	
the	Welsh	countryside	(which	itself	has	been	created	from	years	of	farming	and	
human	activity)	unequivocally	as	the	‘true’	and	‘natural’	version,	disregards	the	
potential	within	the	countryside	for	future	development	both	aesthetically,	
economically	and	as	part	of	a	climate	mitigation	strategy.	In	Mortons	(2007)	
book,	Ecology	without	Nature,	in	response	to	these	approaches	to	ecology	he	
writes:	“Putting	something	called	Nature	on	a	pedestal	and	admiring	it	from	afar	
does	for	the	environment	what	patriarchy	does	for	the	figure	of	Woman.”	(pg.	5)	
Here	‘protection’	of	the	environment	only	results	in	greater	domination	and	thus	
estrangement;	rather	than	as	an	acknowledgement	of	the	role	that	the	
environment	plays	in	our	daily	lives.	
	
Within	the	empirical	sections	of	the	project	this	fascism	over	discourse	appeared	
not	only	in	the	fixed	perceptions	of	the	surrounding	nature	and	environment	but	
also	in	the	fixed	understandings	of	these	concepts.	Thus	rather	than	creating	
opportunities	for	thinking	differently,	conflicting	views	only	sought	to	reaffirm	
the	totalising	understandings	of	participants.	This	can	be	likened	to	the	findings	
of	Crossley	(2012)	in	her	study	with	volunteer	tourists.	Exploring	volunteer	
tourists’	encounters	with	poverty	in	rural	Kenya,	she	finds	that	despite	poverty	
being	conceptualised	as	a	threatening	object,	tourists	are	able	to	deal	with	this	
anxiety	by	removing	the	encounters	of	their	transformative	potential.	The	
poverty	of	those	that	they	encounter	becomes	neutralised	as	it	is	consumed	and	
the	communities	are	seen	as	‘poor	but	happy’.	Within	the	current	study	similar	
movements	were	revealed	in	the	presence	of	the	turbine,	where	despite	the	
turbine	functioning	as	the	X-thing	(and	thus	opening	up	possibilities	for	
difference)	this	potential	is	soon	negated	and	pacified.	For	one	participant	
despite	initially	expressing	insecurity	towards	the	turbine,	her	experiences	with	
religion	were	soon	noted	and	a	new	totalising	system	presented	to	deal	with	this	
insecurity	(pg.	133).	
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This	is	the	site	for	the	battle	over	climate	change	within	the	humanities	–	the	
challenge	is	to	overcome	fixed	and	totalising	systems	of	thought.	Unlike	previous	
approaches	that	have	sought	to	educate,	or	engage	and	thus	encourage	trust,	
these	results	appear	to	suggest	a	third	way	that	moves	beyond	both	approaches.	
The	project	suggests	that	the	potential	lies	not	only	within	engagement	as	the	
transformative	potential	here	can	still	be	neutralised,	but	within	the	
proliferation	of	‘creative	becomings’	alongside	engagement.	The	end	goal	lies	not	
in	engagement	but	rather	in	the	proliferation	of	a	multiplicity	of	potentially	
productive	experiences.			
	
The	project	also	represents	my	own	battle	with	the	need	for	totalising	
discourses.		Although	not	explicit	within	the	writing	of	the	project,	early	
approaches	were	driven	by	a	need	for	an	approach	to	researching	the	topic	that	
was	resistant	to	critique.	In	an	effort	to	move	beyond	the	limitations	of	positivist	
approaches,	the	project	turned	towards	more	interpretivist	methodologies	based	
on	psychoanalytical	theory.	Although	these	theories	offered	security	and	the	
potential	for	understanding,	I	soon	became	aware	that	the	approach	was	limiting	
in	its	infallibility.	The	lure	of	such	a	totalising	system	was	compelling,	as	it	could	
be	used	to	fully	explain	the	actions	of	any	behavior	or	experiences	that	either	I	or	
the	participants	in	my	study	noted.	However,	such	systems	are	incompatible	
with	an	approach	to	understanding	phenomenon	in	a	way	that	is	led	through	
scientific	investigation,	in	their	inability	to	be	disproved.	Initially	I	thought	that	
after	unpacking	some	of	the	ideas	within	the	theory,	psychoanalysis	would	be	
able	to	account	for	these	limitations.	However,	through	further	study	it	was	clear	
that	it	was	necessary	to	look	elsewhere	-	despite	having	already	invested	a	large	
amount	of	time	and	energy	(and	finances).	After	deciding	to	stop	studying	
psychoanalysis,	I	became	aware	of	similar	critiques	being	raised	by	academics	
and	adopted	the	strategy	employed	later	within	the	study.		
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Chapter	7:	Evaluating	and	moving	forward		
	
The	purpose	of	this	final	chapter	is	to	provide	an	overview	of	the	research,	
drawing	together	the	main	line	of	argument,	outlining	the	method	of	study	that	
was	adopted,	discussing	the	contribution	of	knowledge	to	the	field	and	stating	
recommendations	for	policy	and	future	research.		
	
Project	Overview	
	
The	study	set	out	to	explore	the	relationships	between	visitors	and	wind	energy	
developments	in	the	Mid	Wales	countryside.	Through	a	methodology	of	
crystalisation,	the	work	sought	to	explore	the	potential	opportunities	that	may	
emerge	from	this	interaction	–	initially	in	terms	of	developing	a	visitor	attraction	
around	wind	energy,	but	more	importantly	in	order	to	explore	the	potential	
within	these	interactions	to	function	as	part	of	a	radical	political	project.	The	
aims	of	this	study	were	developed	both	in	partnership	with	the	funding	partners	
TPMW	who	sought	to	examine	the	ways	that	impacts	of	wind	energy	could	be	
understood,	and	my	own	aims	of	developing	a	project	that	sought	to	understand	
how	wind	energy	developments	could	be	utilised	within	a	form	of	activism	
towards	public	engagement.		
	
The	extent	to	which	I	am	able	to	provide	concrete	answers	to	these	questions	is	
restricted	–	in	part	due	to	the	open-ended	methodology	that	has	been	adopted.	
When	developing	an	approach	to	explore	the	‘impact’	of	the	proposed	wind	
energy	development	at	Nant	Yr	Moch,	I	found	the	current	strategies	adopted	in	
the	literature	to	be	lacking	reliability,	either	due	to	inherent	weaknesses	within	
the	methodologies	used,	or	due	to	the	adaptations	required	when	analysing	a	
development	that	has	yet	to	be	built.	These	issues	are	unavoidable	within	a	study	
that	seeks	to	predict	the	potential	impact	from	a	development	that	is	still	in	the	
planning	process,	as	the	potential	changes	that	may	occur	in	public	attitudes	are	
unknown.	This	may	be	especially	true	in	the	case	of	wind	energy	where	the	
public	is	highly	dependent	on	the	print	media	for	information	on	developments,	
as	was	found	in	Genre	1.	Even	during	the	years	within	which	the	present	study	
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was	conducted,	the	political	discourse	surrounding	wind	energy	has	changed	
significantly,	with	decreasing	support	for	wind	energy	developments	as	part	of	
conservative	government	policy.	It	is	difficult	to	anticipate	how	the	political	
landscape	may	change	in	the	time	required	for	a	development	to	be	planned,	
approved,	and	constructed,	and	the	resulting	effect	this	may	have	on	public	
perception.	Whilst	acknowledging	these	limitations,	I	reproduced	some	of	the	
techniques	adopted	in	previous	research	to	provide	data	that	can	be	used	as	a	
comparison	to	other	studies	that	have	had	an	influential	impact	on	tourism	
planning	and	environmental	policy.	To	do	this	I	developed	a	mixed	methodology	
approach	(Genre	1),	using	some	of	the	key	questions	from	previous	work	and	a	
semi-structured	interview	section.	However,	through	the	use	of	this	semi-
structured	interview	I	revealed	further	concerns	that	bring	into	question	the	
reliability	of	the	results	that	can	be	obtained	on	this	topic	through	a	survey	based	
approach.	The	ability	to	thus	provide	a	prediction	of	impact	from	the	
development	on	tourism	is	difficult,	and	any	result	is	based	on	a	number	of	
assumptions	that	are	likely	to	change	(possibly	due	to	the	result	of	the	study	
itself).	Quantified	impacts	are	thus	potentially	misleading	and	qualitative	results	
although	interesting	and	useful	as	part	of	a	longitudinal	project	cannot	be	
generalised	and	may	have	limited	use	for	providing	planning	or	policy	
recommendations.		
	
In	considering	the	opportunities	present	within	the	visitor-turbine	encounter	to	
function	as	a	form	of	activism	the	project	found	greater	success.	Within	a	
Deleuzian	framework,	there	is	a	suggested	potential	within	the	encounter	to	
open	up	a	pathway	to	difference.	That	is	to	say,	that	is	was	possible	to	identify	
participants	that	experienced	or	took	part	in	becomings	that	go	beyond	what	is	
expected	within	the	signposted	tourist	space.	Although	I	began	this	investigation	
with	a	more	traditional	Marxist	conception	in	mind	of	what	this	sort	of	activism	
would	appear	as,	throughout	the	research	process	I	recognised	the	need	for	a	
more	bottom	up	form	of	engagement	and	thus	the	goal	of	the	encounter	moved	
from	one	that	prompted	reflection	in	specified	ways	(for	example	critical	
thinking	towards	the	inability	of	turbines	to	address	the	fundamental	economic	
and	social	issues	that	prevent	progressive	environmental	action),	towards	
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developing	a	space	where	different	ways	of	thinking	can	emerge,	out	of	the	
everyday,	that	may	bring	habitual	thought	processes	into	question.	The	route	to	
emancipation	is	less	clear	(it	is	itself	‘becoming’),	but	is	led	through	emergent	
ideas	and	ways	of	being	rather	than	from	discourses	that	themselves	may	have	
been	used	as	tools	of	oppression.	However,	although	the	current	research	has	
identified	the	potential	for	this	sort	of	engagement,	there	is	a	clear	need	to	
consider	the	next	step	on	how	these	sorts	of	becomings	can	be	cultivated.		
	
Contribution	to	the	literature	
	
This	thesis	contributes	knowledge	in	a	number	of	ways.	The	work	has	sought	to	
introduce	new	concepts,	provide	new	approaches	to	methodology	and	add	to	a	
growing	body	of	research	on	wind	energy	and	tourism.	The	main	contribution	is	
to	provide	insights	to	tourism	managers	(those	who	have	an	ecotourism/green	
agenda),	scholars,	and	activists,	on	how	tourism	space	can	function	within	a	
radical	environmental	project	and	to	begin	a	conversation	on	how	these	
interactions	may	be	exploited.	This	thesis	provides	a	framework	to	academics	in	
tourism	study	and	management,	for	them	to	consider	the	opportunities	within	
tourism	space	outside	of	capitalist	discourses	of	managing	and	controlling	space	
to	ensure	greater	economic	productivity.		
	
The	work	explicitly	addresses	the	limitations	within	the	current	literature	on	
wind	energy	and	tourism,	providing	a	constructive	critique	that	attempts	to	
propose	ways	around	these	limitations.	In	providing	this	critique	I	do	not	aim	to	
negate	the	work	that	has	been	conducted	previously,	but	rather	stress	the	need	
for	new	ways	of	approaching	research	in	this	area,	to	avoid	reproducing	distrust	
and	alienation,	and	producing	potentially	misleading	results	on	a	subject	that	is	
highly	important	to	economic	and	environmental	sustainability.	I	have	
attempted	to	move	beyond	these	limitations	myself,	however	I	acknowledge	the	
limitations	that	may	exist	in	reproducing	this	framework	(within	a	tendered	
research	project	for	example).	Nevertheless,	this	thesis	aims	to	argue	for	the	
need	to	explore	new	research	approaches	that	are	more	inclusive	and	responsive	
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to	requirements	of	participants.	Recommendations	for	future	study	are	
discussed	in	more	detail	on	page	278.		
	
The	text	also	provides	a	robust	critique	of	a	more	psychoanalytically	based	
conception	of	Gaze.	This	formation	has	recently	been	adopted	by	MacCannell	
(2012)	in	an	effort	to	provide	a	theoretical	basis	to	his	project	to	consider	the	
political	potential	in	tourism.	The	current	project	clarifies	some	of	the	points	that	
are	unclear	in	MacCannell’s	text	through	an	exposition	of	the	original	source	
material,	and	provides	a	consideration	of	the	limitations	within	this	approach.	I	
then	develop	a	progressive	theoretical	approach	to	address	these	limitations	
through	the	work	of	Deleuze	and	Guattari.	In	doing	this,	the	work	provides	a	
clear	exposition	of	key	theoretical	ideas	that	are	driving	research	in	others	fields	
(such	as	in	media	study	and	critical	theory),	and	introduces	these	concepts	to	the	
tourism	literature.		
	
Moreover,	this	thesis	also	provides	an	additional	contribution	to	the	growing	
field	of	‘Deleuze	studies’,	representing	an	early	study	in	a	growing	area	of	study	
still	in	its	infancy.	In	doing	this,	in	Genre	3	I	have	adopted	Grit’s	(2013)	concept	
of	the	X-thing	and	his	framework	of	becoming,	adapting	these	concepts	to	use	as	
a	tool	to	guide	my	Deleuzian	inspired	analysis.	In	doing	this	I	aimed	to	create	an	
‘inventive	method’	in	the	terms	of	Lury	and	Wakeford	(2012);	reorientating	the	
existing	concepts	in	order	to	“make	a	difference”	(p.	11)	within	the	current	
context.		The	project	as	a	whole	is	also	fundamentally	Deleuzian	in	its	adoption	of	
crystalisation.	Here	the	open-ended	nature	of	the	research	process	is	embraced	
and	made	transparent,	as	an	ongoing	process	of	becoming	that	transcends	the	
words	on	these	pages.	As	more	of	Deleuze’s	work	becomes	translated	into	
English,	there	is	a	growing	interest	in	considering	how	these	ideas	can	be	
interpreted	within	social	research.	Indeed,	the	theoretical	ideas	that	Deleuze	
proposed	fit	into	emerging	cultural	and	philosophical	ideas	(e.g.	
Metamodernism),	making	Foucault’s	(albeit	ironic)	prediction	of	a	Deleuzian	
century	all	the	more	real.	The	current	project	provides	an	additional	early	
contribution	towards	the	emerging	discourse	of	Deleuzian	studies	within	
tourism	research.		
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I	wish	to	close	this	initial	reflection	on	the	process	and	contribution	with	a	word	
on	the	limitation	of	critique.	The	current	project	sought	to	provoke	and	explore	
new	ways	of	conducting	research	in	response	to	the	research	question.	The	ways	
within	which	this	was	done	and	that	are	presented	within	this	text	emerge	as	a	
product	of	my	own	personal	discourse,	situated	within	a	time	and	space	–	and	to	
consider	these	ideas	outside	of	the	discourse	within	which	they	emerged	is	not	
productive.	Instead	I	ask	the	reader	to	accompany	me	through	a	journey	as	I	seek	
to	answer	my	research	questions,	asking	them	to	follow	my	lead	and	respond	as	I	
did	to	the	text	as	it	presented	itself	to	me.	It	is	in	this	sense	that	the	project	is	
successful.		
	
Addressing	the	research	questions	
	
Within	this	section	I	will	now	run	though	each	of	my	research	questions	and	
reflect	on	how	the	current	project	has	attempted	to	provide	a	response.	
	
1.	What	are	the	potential	impacts	on	visitor	behavior	from	wind	energy	
developments	in	Mid	Wales?	
	
The	study	has	problematised	this	question,	arguing	the	difficulty	in	determining	
in	reliably	accessing	the	impact	of	the	development.	In	Genre	1	(page	175),	I	
reproduce	some	of	the	previous	strategies	that	have	been	adopted	in	an	attempt	
to	determine	the	impact	of	wind	energy	developments	on	tourism.	I	then	
problematise	these	results	though	a	semi-structured	interview,	revealing	
sources	of	unreliability	in	this	data.	The	results	that	were	obtained	from	the	
survey	support	those	collected	in	previous	studies,	however	results	from	semi-
structured	interview	suggest	that	the	extent	to	which	an	impact	may	have	a	
negative	effect	on	visitor	enjoyment	(or	visitor	numbers)	may	be	exaggerated.	In	
closing	the	results	of	Genre	1,	I	posit	a	number	of	new	questions	to	function	
instead	of	research	question	1	that	reflect	back	onto	the	main	research	
questions.	The	subject	of	enquiry	thus	becomes	how	a	methodology	can	be	
developed	to	analyse	wind	turbine	turbines	rather	than	wind	energy	itself;	how	a	
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research	approach	can	be	developed	to	avoid	reproducing	feelings	of	distrust;	
and	how	an	approach	can	be	developed	to	access	the	potential	within	the	
experience	with	the	turbine.		
	
2.	How	do	people	respond	to	wind	energy	developments	in	rural	Wales?	
	
This	question	follows	directly	on	from	the	previous,	in	part	as	a	result	of	the	
outcome	of	Genre	1.	The	results	of	Genre	1	can	in	part	help	to	answer	this	
question.	On	page	193,	I	provide	a	discussion	of	the	responses	participants	made	
when	asked	about	their	experiences	when	facing	the	wind	turbines	and	their	
perceptions	of	wind	energy.	A	range	of	responses	were	expressed	on	the	
turbines,	ranging	from	interest	and	intrigue	to	revulsion.	Whilst	participants	
expressed	that	the	wind	turbines	disrupted	their	enjoyment	of	the	‘natural’	
countryside,	at	times	they	were	unaware	of	the	turbines	that	surrounded	us.	It	
was	suggested	from	these	results	that	responses	to	turbines	are	more	complex	
than	aesthetics,	and	are	imbued	with	values	that	emerge	from	discourses	of	
distrust	and	nationality.	This	question	is	explored	further	through	Genre	3,	
where	I	explore	these	interactions	in	more	detail	charting	both	pragmatic	and	
more	exploratory	results	in	response	to	the	turbines	(page	205).	These	more	
unusual	results	are	of	particular	interest	as	they	may	suggest	a	potential	within	
the	encounter	that	could	be	exploited	to	function	as	a	form	of	environmental	
activism.		
	
3.	Is	there	potential	within	these	encounters	through	tourism	to	develop	a	response	
to	the	growing	threat	of	climate	change?	
	
Following	directly	on	from	question	2,	Genre	3	suggested	through	these	more	
unusual	becomings	that	this	potential	might	exist	within	the	encounter.	This	line	
of	enquiry	emerged	from	a	theoretical	exploration	in	both	tourism	theory	
(particularly	that	of	Gaze	and	Second	Gaze)	and	from	contemporary	critical	
theory.	In	Genre	2,	I	attempted	to	combine	contemporary	ideas	from	critical	
theory	to	tourism	theory	in	order	to	explore	radical	potentials	within	tourism.	
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These	ideas	were	then	tested	in	Genre	3.	Within	the	encounters	it	was	not	
possible	to	directly	draw	parallels	to	the	unexpected	becomings	recorded	and	
explicit	environmental	outcomes	–	however	the	goal	here	was	focused	on	
revealing	the	potential	form	of	an	encounter,	and	not	necessarily	the	content.	It	
is	suggested	in	the	next	section	of	this	evaluation	on	how	this	result	may	be	built	
on	through	Grit’s	concept	of	Serendipity	to	further	explore	this	potential	
explicitly.		
	
In	addition	to	these	more	exploratory	attempts	to	respond	to	this	question,	the	
study	also	found	interest	from	tourists	in	the	development	of	an	attraction	based	
on	wind	energy	in	Genre	1,	and	provided	the	example	of	a	case	study	of	a	
successful	wind	energy	attraction	in	Scotland	(pg.	163).				
	
4.	How	can	an	approach	for	analyzing	impacts/responses	be	developed?	What	are	
the	issues	with	current	methodologies	and	how	can	these	issues	be	overcome?				
		
This	question	is	addressed	through	Genre	2,	and	through	Chapter	2.	Within	these	
sections	of	the	work	I	build	on	the	results	of	Genre	1	and	the	theoretical	and	
empirical	literature	to	build	a	critique	of	current	approaches	and	a	methodology	
to	address	these	critiques.	I	posit	that	in	order	to	avoid	reproducing	the	
conditions	of	distrust	(or	possibly	to	even	start	working	to	addressing	them)	we	
need	to	utilise	a	more	participant	led	approach	to	research.	These	ideas	are	
discussed	on	page	134,	where	I	position	this	approach	alongside	the	growing	
body	of	research	that	has	supported	for	greater	public	engagement	in	issues	of	
science	and	technology.	A	methodology	was	then	produced	that	sought	to	avoid	
privileging	certain	forms	of	knowledge	above	others,	whilst	meeting	the	other	
requirements	of	the	study	(tangible	outcomes,	reproducibility,	clarity,	etc).		
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Recommendations	for	future	research	
	
Within	this	section	I	will	lead	on	from	the	previous	reflection	on	process	and	
contribution	and	begin	to	consider	options	for	future	research.	It	is	however	
worth	noting	that	to	offer	specific	recommendations	for	future	study	do	not	
directly	fit	with	the	goals	of	the	current	project.	Instead	it	is	hoped	that	this	
project	is	intended	to	function	as	a	machine	that	can	be	modified	and	adapted	by	
the	reader	to	function	for	their	specific	purpose.	
	
In	terms	of	continuing	to	explore	the	potential	within	tourism	to	function	within	
a	programme	of	radical	environmentalism,	further	research	is	required.	Building	
on	from	the	foundation	that	has	been	provided	within	the	current	work,	more	is	
required	to	better	understand	how	creative	becomings	can	be	cultivated	within	
the	tourism	space.	Grit	(2014)	provides	a	concept	of	serendipity	to	describe	this	
cultivation,	linking	the	discovery	of	the	creative	becoming	to	that	of	an	artist	
searching	for	inspiration,	where	a	keen	eye	is	required	to	hunt	down	the	more	
unexpected	and	creative	opportunities	within	the	space.	It	would	be	interesting	
to	consider	how	tourism	spaces	can	be	planned	and	managed	to	facilitate	these	
sorts	of	becomings.	In	further	developing	the	participant	led	approach	that	is	
advocated	in	this	project,	it	would	be	interesting	to	develop	an	approach	that	
allows	for	a	greater	degree	of	participant	autonomy	and	expression.	The	walk	
that	was	organised	as	part	of	the	ESRC	festival	of	social	science	provided	an	
interesting	approach,	utilising	photography	as	a	tool	to	allow	participants	to	
represent	their	ideas	in	the	field,	and	is	worthy	of	a	project	in	its	own	right	
(possibly	alongside	a	community	art	exhibition	to	extend	the	creative	
possibilities	to	the	wider	community).		
	
Further	research	is	also	required	to	explore	the	application	of	the	current	
approach	in	other	tourist	spaces.	It	would	be	interesting	to	explore	how/if	other	
tourist	spaces	allow	for	creative	becomings	to	emerge	and	the	key	features	that	
play	a	role	in	making	these	movements	occur.	As	such	instances	will	reveal	
opportunities	for	new	ways	of	enjoyment	and	self-discovery,	of	particular	
interest	may	be	research	on	voluntourism	and	how	the	results	from	a	more	
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Deleuzian	inspired	approach	would	contrast	to	the	Lacanian	research	of	Crossley	
(2012).	The	approach	within	the	current	study	may	reveal	opportunities	for	
reflection	that	were	overlooked	in	a	more	psychoanalytical	based	methodology,	
thus	revealing	an	as	of	yet	unknown	potential	for	critical	reflection	within	
voluntourism	space.		Likewise,	there	is	potential	in	the	methods	used	in	this	
project	for	application	to	community-based	tourism	and	a	critical	reframing	of	
host/guest	relationships.		
	
Policy	recommendations	
	
Although	I	am	able	to	make	policy	recommendations	these	do	not	emerge	only	
from	the	empirical	phases	of	the	project,	but	rather	emerge	from	an	
understanding	gained	from	extended	work	on	this	topic.	Despite	the	attempt	of	
TAN	8	to	address	public	distrust	through	community	engagement	these	
exercises	have	proven	unsuccessful.	I	would	recommend	greater	emphasis	be	
placed	on	community	engagement	so	that	it	features	as	a	core	component	of	
environmental	planning	guidelines	and	policy	rather	than	as	an	afterthought	to	
boost	public	‘buy	in’.	Engagement	exercises	also	require	new	frameworks	to	
allow	for	proper	input	from	the	public	and	for	implementation	of	these	ideas.	A	
truly	inclusive	strategy	would	not	only	increase	public	trust,	but	could	provide	
planners	with	additional	useful	data	that	may	be	excluded	in	a	more	top	down	
approach.	I	would	recommend	those	involved	in	developing	these	proposals	to	
consult	Collins	and	Evans	(Cardiff	University)	and	their	work	on	the	study	of	
expertise	and	experience	(see,	Collins	and	Evans,	2002).	Their	work	has	been	
highly	influential	in	the	development	of	my	own	ideas.		
	
Fundamentally,	in	order	to	address	public	distrust	in	renewable	energy	
technology	and	specifically	wind	energy,	alternative	funding	strategies	need	to	
be	developed.	The	renewables	obligation	has	made	it	more	difficult	for	
community	owned	projects	to	be	established,	and	the	industry	has	become	
dominated	by	multinational	developers.	This	has	not	helped	to	address	the	
feelings	of	powerlessness	and	exploitation	felt	by	the	public,	echoed	in	this	study.	
I	would	recommend	an	alternative	funding	approach	be	taken	allowing	for	
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greater	green	investment	and	a	greater	degree	of	public	ownership	that	feeds	
directly	into	local	communities.	Proposals	such	as	Green	Infrastructure	
Quantitative	Easing	or	the	establishing	of	a	Green	National	Investment	Bank	may	
provide	such	resources.	Such	an	approach	could	offer	not	only	allow	for	the	
greater	investment	in	renewable	technology	that	is	needed,	but	could	allow	for	
more	research	on	more	experimental	approaches	to	solving	our	energy	problem	
(both	technologically	and	sociologically)	and	the	generation	of	a	new	green	
energy	economy	that	could	provide	new	economic	prosperity	to	communities	
that	are	dependent	on	declining	industries.		
	
Such	proposals	appear	out	of	reach	at	my	current	viewpoint,	but	I	am	only	aware	
of	these	trajectories	due	to	my	own	exploration.	As	I	have	walked	the	
countryside	in	Wales,	read	philosophical	texts	and	theoretical	approaches,	and	
spent	time	in	the	field	researching	wind	energy,	assemblages	of	bodies	have	been	
destroyed	and	reconstructed	opening	up	new	trajectories	that	appeared	
previously	out	of	reach.	Such	opportunities	for	reflection	need	not	be	the	
privilege	of	academia,	but	can	be	an	inherent	property	of	tourism	(and	the	
‘tourism’	of	everyday	life).	Providing	an	opportunity	for	the	public	to	unlock	
these	opportunities	is	our	responsibility	if	we	wish	to	collectively	develop	a	
progressive	response	to	the	growing	energy	crisis.		
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Z ižek,	S.	(2012).	Perverts	guide	to	ideology	(Directed	by	Sophie	Fiennes).	Zeitgeist	Films,	
UK.	
Zwirn,	M.,	Pinsky,	M.,	&	Rahr,	G.	(2005).	Angling	ecotourism:	Issues,	guidelines	and	
experience	from	Kamchatka.	Journal	of	Ecotourism,	4(1),	16-31.	
